
CACSS

50 Years of
Fellowship 
and the Love 
of Cacti



WHO ARE 
WE?
We may not all be 
native to Arizona, 
but we have been 
drawn to this 
magical place.





The cacti haven’t 
changed but we 
have

Here’s a little bit of 
history to enjoy



What a great place 
to visit!



The First meeting
1973

At the home of Henry Triesler

10 attendees



The An early mission

1974
CACSS helps defeat the 
“Cactus Smasher” 

A destroyer of cacti in the 
desert



Then…

Newsletter 
Volume 1

1975



And now

November
2023



Articles of 
Incorporation

1990





Presidents of the 70’s

Henry Triesler

‘73 - ‘75, ‘76 -’77

Charles Merbs

‘75 - ‘76

Kent Newland

‘78 - ‘79



Presidents of the 80’s

Margaret Caldwell

‘81 - 82, ‘85

Warner Dodd 

‘83

Victor Gass 

‘84

Frank Hennessey 

‘80

Marvin Williams

‘86 - ‘87

Fred Kaspar

‘88

Jim Oravetz

‘89



Presidents of the 90’s

Deborah Korobkin

‘93 - ‘94

Ken Jantz

‘95

Jim Elliot

‘90- ‘91, ‘94

Henry Triesler

‘92

Jim Oravetz

‘90



Presidents of the 90’s

Gard Roper

‘97

Cathy Babcock

‘99
Scott McMahon

‘98

Henry Triesler

‘96



Presidents of the 2000’s

Lee Brownson

‘04 - ‘05

Scott McMahon

‘03

Leo Martin

‘00 - ‘02



Presidents of the 2000’s

Steve Plath

‘08 - ‘09

Doug Dawson

‘07

Kathy Butler

‘06



Presidents of the 2010’s

Wayne Whipple

‘13 - ‘15
Jim Oravetz

‘18 - ‘19

Beth Kirkpatrick

‘16 - ‘17

Steve Martinez

‘10 - ‘12



And finally… Presidents of the 2020’s

Chris Ginkel

‘20 - ‘21

Cricket Peterson

‘22 - ‘23



EDUCATION
As much as we 
love about cacti, 
we love to learn 
even more!









PEG!

Along with amazing 
information packed 
meetings we are 
dedicated to learning 
how to grow cacti from 
cuttings and seeds.



There is something 
very special about a 
plant that you grow 
yourself from a small 
cutting or seedling.



Seed Bank

So many seeds 
to choose from 
and try!



So let’s give ourselves five stars for the hard work 
paying off with these lovely plants!



Honorary Members! 

Over the years several 
members have gone 
above and beyond



Thank you!
1995

Vera Gamet



1996
Carolyn O’Malley
Jocelyn Wallace

HB Wallace
Frank Hennessey



2000
Robert Moulis



2007
Helen Barber
Kevin Barber



2008
Electra Elliott

Jim Elliott 
Ken Schutz
Joan Skirvin

Stan Skirvin



2015

Doug Dawson
Leo Martin

Scott McMahon
Gard Roper

Lois Schneberger



2018

Cathy Babcock
Lee Brownson



2019

Jo Davis
Dan Smith

Wayne Whipple



2022

Michael Gallagher
Sue Hakala

Beth Kirkpatrick



Time to sTime to 
show off our 
pride and joy 
of cultivating 
these 
amazing 
plants!



So 
much 
to see!



Check this 
one out!



And this 
beauty!



Cacti lovers 
of all ages!



Thank you for A Great Show and Sale! 



Over the years we’ve 
had wonderful 
organized trips. 

View, buy, and enjoy!



Look at all 
of these 
beautiful 
Golden 
Barrels!  







So many 
wonderful 
choices!

I wish that we 
could buy 
them all!



Thankfully, there is 
plenty of cargo room in 
this bus!

No plant left behind…..




