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A Mammillaria grahamii braving an unexpected cold snap which brought a 
light dusting of snow to the deserts of central Arizona.  Photo captured along 

the Pass Mountain trail in Usery Park near Mesa by Ken Luiten.



THE CACTI AND SUCCULENTS OF NEW MEXICO   Photos and Text by 
Wendell S. (Woody) Minnich 

New Mexico is an unusual state in comparison to its neighbors.  To the west, is the 
warm, often very hot, Arizona which is heavily influenced by the Sonoran, Colorado and 
Mojave Deserts.  To the east, is the giant of our states.  Texas can also be very hot and 
dry in its west, as well as extremely wet and humid in its south.  Texas has probably the 
greatest number of cactus species of any state due to it being strongly influenced by the 
Chihuahuan and Tamaulipan Deserts.  To the north of New Mexico is the generally 
higher elevation and mostly cooler state of Colorado.  With these three distinct adjacent 
states, New Mexico has a unique combination of all three.  It has some Chihuahuan 
influence in its south and more Colorado relationships through its central and northern 
regions.  

In warmer and milder southern New Mexico, there are many wonderful genera.  These 
range from:  Agave, Coryphantha, Dasylirion, Echeveria, Echinocactus, Echinocereus, 
Echinomastus, Epithelantha, Escobaria, Ferocactus, Fouquieria, Mammillaria, 
Thelocactus, and Yucca. These genera are usually found growing in low elevations on 
rugged alluvial hills and smaller mountains.  The moisture in these regions is from both 
western influenced winter rainfall and summer monsoonal flows from the south.  
Temperatures in these areas can be very cold to very hot, often ranging from 20-110F. 

In the greater central and northern regions of New Mexico, there are fewer cacti and 
other succulents.  These genera range from:  Agave, Echinocereus, Escobaria, 
Mammillaria, Neobesseya, Pediocactus, Sclerocactus, and Yucca.  These genera are 
mostly found in the pinon, juniper mountains or higher grasslands from elevations of 
4,000-10,000 feet.  The rains in these areas can also come at any time of the year.  
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Agave neomexicana, in a snow storm and -20F, the most hardy of 
all Agaves.



Many of these plants are often under snow during the winter months. The temperatures 
are much cooler and vary from a -20F to a moderate high of 95F. 

Some of the prized species found in New Mexico, mostly not endemic, include:  
Echinocereus rigidissimus, triglochidiatus, viridiflora, dasyacanthus, and coccineus; 
Mammillaria denudata, heyderi, meiacantha, and wrightii; Escobaria vivipara, sneedii, 
organensis, and missouriensis; Echinomastus intertextus; Pediocactus simpsonii and 
knowltonii; Sclerocactus wrightii, parviflorus and papyracanthus; Agave neomexicana 
and parryi; Yucca elata, baileyi and baccata.  

Most of the New Mexico cacti and succulents make great garden plants but can also be 
very handsome potted specimens.  Allowing these genera to have a cool to cold winter 
is advised.  They generally flower and grow better after a winter dormancy.  We will not 
see all the New Mexican species of cacti or succulents in this presentation, but we will 
visit the great majority and the most impressive.  Come travel with me to the succulent 
territory of the beautiful and scenic state of New Mexico.  Info will be emailed to all 
regarding the time of the zoom meeting. 
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Echinocereus triglochidiatus near our home in Cedar Grove, New Mexico.



WENDELL S. (WOODY) MINNICH BIO                 Provided by Woody 

Woody, as he is commonly known, grew up in the Mojave 
Desert and has had an attraction to desert plants and animals 
since the early 1950’s.  He has been involved with the cactus 
and succulent world for over 52 years as a grower, field 
explorer, club and organization leader, writer, photographer, 
lecturer, and presenter. 

Having been a speaker all over the world, Woody is most often 
associated with giving presentations on his fieldwork from the 
places he has traveled, such as:  Argentina, Australia, Bolivia, 
Brazil, Chile, Madagascar, Mexico, Namibia, New Zealand, 
Peru, Socotra, South Africa, the United States, and Yemen.  To 
date, this makes 128 major trips.  He is also recognized for 
having operated the nursery Cactus Data Plants since 1975.   

Woody’s show quality plants were often considered one of the standards for staging and 
horticultural achievement.  His favorite genera include: Adenium, Ariocarpus, 
Astrophytum, Copiapoa, Cyphostemma, Fouquieria, Gymnocalycium, Lithops, 
Mammillaria, Melocactus, Pachypodium, Turbinicarpus, Uebelmannia, and Pachycauls 
in general.  

He has published numerous articles and reviews in various journals (CSSA), and his 
photography is featured in many books including The Copiapoa by Schulz, The 
Mammillaria Handbook by Pilbeam, The Cactus Lexicon by Hunt and Charles, as well 
as many others.  As of November 2017, he is featured as the primary photographer in 
the sold out book The Xerophile.  This book specializes in what the authors call, “The 
Obsessed Field Workers from around the world.”  He is also featured in electronic 
articles about conservation from MNN Mother Nature Network and The Guardian 
Newspaper. 

Woody and his wife Kathy live in Cedar Grove, New Mexico.  He is a retired secondary 
school teacher of 32 years.  He taught graphics, art and architecture.   

In the cactus and succulent hobby, Woody is recognized for his high energy and 
creative spirit.  As an educator, he has become an important part of the hobby and thus 
is an honorary life member of thirteen C&S societies across the country.  He has been 
president, show and sale chair, newsletter editor, program chair, and plant-of-the-month 
coordinator.  Woody has also served on the CSSA board and numerous societies in 
many other leadership positions.  He is a co-creator, and currently the president, of the 
Santa Fe Cactus and Succulent Club.  With 52 years in the hobby and 64 years in the 
field, he has many experiences to share and thousands of photos to show. 
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER                    By Cricket Peterson 

Engaging our CACSS members during the COVID-19 pandemic has 
been challenging.  Besides continuing the YouTube videos, the 
CACSS Board is considering holding internet Zoom meetings to bring 
CACSS members together.  These meetings would provide our 
members with educational information and help keep them 
connected.  A couple of ideas discussed include live Zoom meetings 
with guest speakers presenting educational talks (this could include 
how-to classes, travel log slide shows, etc.) and Zoom meetings 

where participants break up into “breakout” groups to discuss specific plant topics, 
garden issues, etc.  Javier Gurrola has graciously agreed to be our program chair for 
2021 assisted by Chris Ginkel.  Please share any ideas you have with him.  

I am asking for input from CACSS members on what their interests are regarding the 
Zoom proposals above.  Do you know someone who would be good at sharing their 
cactus and succulent knowledge and be willing to speak to the group?  What content 
would you like to see presented or discussed?  If you have input on these items, please 
let me know. 

CACSS COMMITTEE CHAIRS NEEDED FOR 2021   

The club currently has the following positions available.  These positions are vital to 
make our events a success.  If you are interested, or would like more information about 
these positions, please contact Cricket. 

• Annual Show/Sale chairperson 2022-open 

• Room setup person-open 

• 2021 Auction chairperson-open 
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ARIOCARPUS RETUSUS cv. FRUMDOSUS            Photo and Text by Rich Zeh 

This is my favorite plant.  I saw it on eBay and ordered it from the grower in Thailand.  
I’ve had it for about 3-4 years, so I don’t know its full age.  It’s about nine inches in 
diameter and very symmetrical. 

It seems to be the fastest grower of all of my Ariocarpus.  I treat it like all my other 
Ariocarpus using Mark Dimmitt’s formula.  I use a one gallon injector system.  In the 
tank, I put 1/2 packet of 20/20/20 fertilizer, one pint of hydrogen peroxide and the rest 
vinegar.  I put the feeder on the low injection rate and water all my plants with it, unless I 
have fresh rain water.  Of course, I had NONE of that this year.  I do this every 2 weeks 
in summer and every 3-4 weeks in the winter.  It gets strong but indirect light in the 
greenhouse. 
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WELCOME TO THE FACEBOOK CACSS SWAP AND SHOP SITE         By Chris 
Ginkel 

This is the place for members of the Central Arizona Cactus and Succulent Society to buy, sell 
and trade cacti, succulents and related items.  In order to belong to this group, your membership 
must be current in the CACSS.  There is no implied endorsement by the CACSS of any sellers 
or items posted for sale or trade in this group.  The CACSS is not responsible for the outcome of 
any transactions.  You advertise, buy, sell, and trade at your own risk. 

There are a few simple rules for this group: 
• No commercial selling. You will not be able to post in this group if you currently have a 
business license for the sale of plants, pottery or related items. 
• All items listed for sale or trade must be cactus and succulent related (plants, pots, potting 
materials, and decorative items that can be used with cactus and succulents). 
• All transactions are to be conducted by private message between buyer and seller.  For your 
online safety, no personal information such as address, phone number, etc., should be listed on 
the page. 
• No negative posts regarding the transaction are to be posted by the buyer or seller. 
• We ask that you delete your ad once the items are sold or traded. 
• All members of the group are encouraged to post their want lists.  Another member of the 
group might have the item for sale or trade but has not posted it.  Once you find what you are 
looking for, please delete your ad. 
• All ads older than 30 days will be deleted, but you are welcome to post a new ad if you still 
have the item for sale. This will keep the page fresh. 

The link for the CentralArizonaCactus Swap and Shop page is https://www.facebook.com/
groups/ 108695596224507/ or on Facebook type in CentralArizonaCactus Swap and Shop in 
the 'Search' bar.  On the CACSS Swap & Shop page, there will be a tab to join the group.  I will 
receive a notification of a request to join the group once you click on this link.  I will verify your 
current membership on the CACSS roster and then add you to the group.   

I suggest you take a moment to read the rules for posting once you are approved to join the 
group.  They will be available in three different locations on the page.  Once you are a member 
of the group, you can add other members, but they will need to be approved by an administrator 
and must be a member of CACSS. 

The CACSS is happy to make this page available to members to help facilitate the sale and 
trade of your plants and related items.  Please also keep our monthly meetings in mind for any 
donations you would like to make to our 'Freebie' or 'Silent Auction' tables when we resume 
them.  

My goal is to make this a fun site for you to visit.  Please do not hesitate to contact me by 
private message with any questions or concerns.  We now have 235 members.  Join the group! 
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CRICKET PETERSON                   By Jo Davis 

I had the pleasure of interviewing Cricket Peterson, our president for 2021.  Here’s a 
little background on her life. 

Cricket was born in Washington state.  Her family moved to the 
northern California San Francisco bay area.  When she was 12, 
her family moved to Arizona. 

Cricket and her husband Don have been happily married for 24 
years.  They have lived at their present address for 20 years. 

They have one daughter, Alexis, who graduated from ASU and 
then received a masters degree in management from Grand 
Canyon University.  She currently works in the Honors Department 
at Paradise Valley College.  

Cricket worked at Fry’s for eleven years as head cashier.  She has been a real estate 
broker since 2005 and now has her own business, Cricket Realty. 

She is a Master Gardener and has been gardening most of her life.  She says it runs in 
her family.  Her brother owns a winery in California.   

Her favorite plants are canna lilies, all varieties.  She also likes Sansevierias.  Cricket 
and Dan share their home with four cats, Jag, Sidney, Carmel and Vienna. 

SEED DEPOT 

Time to be thinking of planting seeds for spring growth.  Check out what is available in 
the CACSS Seed Depot from Manager, Nicky Davis.  You can reach her at 
nicky.davis4@gmail.com.  She can provide you with a list of what’s available.  

REPOTTING 

Before you start any spring repotting, take time to review some past newsletter articles 
for helpful tips.  Visit the club website, hover over Newsletters, select Newsletter 
Archive, then the Miscellaneous Index.  Scroll down to the Culture heading, and look for 
articles about soil and repotting.  There’s a lot of very helpful information here. 

Be sure to read articles about pumice too, and learn why it’s so important to use in your 
plants. 
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 CACTUS WRANGLERS      Photos and Text by Linda Larson 

For over 30 years, a grand saguaro cactus lived two doors down from my home.  When 
it first went in, it stood about 9 feet high, a singular specimen soaking in the sun.  Over 
the years, I watched it grow taller, adding multiple arms, providing a home to cactus 
wrens, flickers, and doves.  In the spring, it bloomed great white flowers and 
transformed spent blooms into deep purple tunas enjoyed by the birds.  

As the cactus added arms, it emerged as a smiling couple 
wrapped in a warm embrace.  Once you saw the smiling 
face, you could never miss it, with one arm waving hello.  It 
grew about 24 feet tall. 

I had this idea that a saguaro stands for centuries, the 
emblem of timelessness in the Sonoran Desert.  But no, this 
isn't a certainty.  A gooey, sticky, icky black oil began 
dripping on both sides of this grand cactus trunk.  It is such 
a lesson in observation, how could you miss this?  I walk by 
regularly, my neighbor would back out of the garage daily, 
looking for traffic, and all seemed fine.  It couldn't have 
occurred just overnight.  The opportunity to treat a small 
patch of this bacterial infection would surely have been 
there if only we had noticed earlier.  It took a sharp-eyed 
visitor to see it and ask, “What's going on with the cactus?"  
After the shock of discovery and consulting with Arizona 
Cactus Sales, we sadly realized it was too late.  It was also 
too dangerous to ignore.  The bacteria decaying the cactus 
is believed to be caused by the bird feces in the nesting 
cavities. 

Faced with this problem, "Who you gonna call?"  Fortunately for us clueless 
homeowners living in the desert, there is Cal, Larry and Matt of Custom Cactus, who 
specialize in removing and relocating plants.  Cal Hightower has been wrangling cactus 
since 1971, Larry has 19 years of experience and Matt, his son, 6 years.  

They have a truck with a hydraulically operated cradle lift designed to move cactus.  
They have the skill to engineer that hydraulic lift into just the right position, the strategy 
to segment the arms and the rope skill to lasso the cactus tying it tightly to the lift.  Cal 
has the agility to climb up the built-in ladder and wedge himself around to saw off, 
section by section, the arms of the saguaro to begin removing this enormous cactus 
from the landscape. 

As I joined my neighbors for a fascinating two-hour show, I watched a marvel of 
movements.  The guys wore no special protective gear, no big leather gloves to protect 
their hands, no leather sleeves to shield their skin.  They were careful and in control.  
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A smiling embrace on top, 
notice the black segment of 

the trunk at the base.



Nothing was damaged, nothing fell uncontrolled.  This was a careful, quiet extraction of 
a giant saguaro thanks to their years of experience.  

After the upper arms were cut away, it was time to extract the main trunk.  This section 
would be left on the cradle and driven back to their business site where it would drop 
into a large dumpster for disposal.  The cradle was lowered and backed inch by inch to 

the side of the cactus, a metal collar was roped around the base and tied tight.  
Additional ropes were added above to hold the cactus securely to the cradle.  Nobody 
wants to see a flyaway cactus traveling down the highway.  After digging the soil away 
from the base, Cal bent down to use the chain saw cutting the cactus from the roots.  
Then his hands moved to the hydraulic levers and the huge main trunk lifted up.  Gently 
the hydraulic power lowered it down on the bed of the truck.  

The additional large arm segments are winched up onto the sides of the truck bed while 
the small pickup is filled with the smaller arms.  The cactus carcass made a heavy load.  
Larry said the base could weigh as much as 100 pounds per foot.  Matt stabbed the 
smaller sections with a spade and hoisted them into the back of the pickup truck. 

During the process, the morning exercise walkers came by, some stopped to chat, some 
to ask why?  One woman shared a story and phone photos of how her neighbor's 
saguaro had leaned toward their house for years.  Then one morning, she heard a 
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A cradle is moved into place. Segmenting the cactus.



strange noise.  When she went outside to check, there in the driveway was the cactus 
laying on top of her parked car; all a total loss.  This story confirmed the need for the 
cactus to go, and that made us feel a little better.  It is sad to lose such a great plant. 
 

Cal stays busy wrangling cactus.  In neighborhoods all across the Valley, many 
residential saguaros require removal due to the danger signs of leaning and leaking.  
He can also plant them for new cactus garden enthusiasts.  If a cactus is in a backyard 
and the hydraulic lift can’t be used,  the entire cactus is cut into pieces and removed by 
wheelbarrow.  He estimated his next job would amount to about 7,000 pounds of cactus 
carcass to be hauled on a wheelbarrow. 

The hard work finally done, things were raked and tidied, and bleach was spread 
around the root area to help eradicate the bacteria.  In time, something new may be 
planted.  For now, the landscape now brightened by sunny yellow desert marigolds 
flowers.  We walk by, and all seems fine.  Follow Linda on Facebook and Instagram, 
and visit her website travelingardener.com 

Cal has been removing all kinds of saguaros, cardons, ocotillos, Ferocactus, etc., for 16 
plus years.  Just in case you might need him: 

Custom Cactus  
Wholesale Native Plants, 
Remove & Relocate Plants 
Cal Hightower  602-376-2795 
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Extracting the main trunk.  Right, loaded 
for the drive with a few more 

adjustments to be made.



TITANOPSIS                      Photos and Text by Scott McMahon 

The family Aizoaceae (Mesembryanthemaceae) includes some of the most popular 
succulents among our members, including Lithops, Conophytum, Faucaria, and around 
130 other genera, mainly from Southern Africa.  Titanopsis has less than 10 species, 
occurring in Namibia and South Africa.  

The word comes from the Greek “titanos” (limestone) and “opsis” (resembling), referring 
to the chalky appearance of the leaves.  Some occur in the winter rainfall areas of South 
Africa and others are summer growers. The plants are entirely succulent, consisting of 
pairs of leaves that have characteristic warts on the surface that resemble grains of 
sand that enable them to blend in with the soil in their habitat.  

They are low growing, forming small clumps in gritty, rocky soil in areas with low rainfall.  
As with many other Mesembs, they are inconspicuous during most of the year, until the 
rains arrive when they put out their colorful flowers.  The flowers are open over a period 
of several days, closing at night, and only opening again in the late afternoon.  While 
closed, the flower buds also resemble grains of sand, blending in with the rest of the 
plant.   

Titanopsis species have proven to be popular with collectors, being compact, relatively 
easy to grow and easy to propagate from seed.  Plus the leaves are cool looking!  They 
can be grown in a typical succulent soil mix that is well drained, and you should use a 
light amount of fertilizer during the growing season like the rest of your plants.   
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I have found mine to be OK with some summer watering and not to have the strict 
watering schedule that Lithops and Conophytums need.  Having no chemical defenses, 
Titanopsis, like other Mesembs, rely on cryptic behavior to avoid predation.  I 
recommend they be grown in the enclosure of a shade structure or screened area to 
keep from being molested by rodents and birds.  They will not take the full sun here 
either.  The most common species are T. calcarea, hugo-schlechteri, fulleri, luederitzii, 
and schwantesii.   

If you’re new to the family, or need more information for the plants you already have, 
The New Growing the Mesembs by Ed Storms is a very handy guide that covers many 
of the more common genera in the family (available in the CACSS library). It’s about 
$10 on the used market.  Books specifically on Titanopsis are rare.  Mesembs:  The 
Titanopsis Group by Steven Hammer is available on Amazon for $150-$200, apparently 
out of print, for example.  Titanopsis may be included in any number of introductory 
books on cacti and succulents, but I haven’t looked at them.  I have seen Titanopsis for 
sale at the DBG Plant Sales, and some of our favorite nurseries in Tucson should have 
some. 
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T. fulleri above and T. luederitzii right.  Below 
left T. aff. luederitzii and T. hugo-schlechteri in 

habitat.



WATERING TREES              By Sue Hakala 

Trees provide essential shade for many of our cactus and succulents in the low desert.  
Taking care of them is important as is watering them correctly.   

Watering every day with a drip system for a few minutes doesn’t do them any real good.  
All that does is encourage roots to grow very shallow, allowing the tree to fall over in a 
high wind, and to collect a lot of soil salt around the roots.  Trees have deep anchoring 
roots and other roots 2-3 feet below the soil surface that extend out to the drip line and 
beyond.  These are the roots that will absorb water.  These roots will die off when there 
is no moisture present, quickly regrowing where there is. 

So how much should you water?  Give plants enough 
water so that it gets down to the root level.  That means 
applying water slow and deep, maybe an hour at least.  To 
check if the water has reached the correct level, push in a 
soil probe (left).  When it reaches resistance, that’s how far 
the water got. 

I use a soaker hose made from recycled tires.  I attach it to 
my hose with a quick release valve.  It permits the water to 
slowly ooze out the whole length and go directly in the soil 
with minimal air evaporation.  I can easily adjust it to the 
size of the tree.  Some large trees need an hour or more 
on one side and the same on the other side.    

So many trees are dying all over the Valley this year, 
especially pine trees, due to lack of rain and the hot 
summer.  They need a deep, slow watering.  Unless you 
get rain to penetrate 2-3 feet deep, apply extra.  I water my 
tree once a month if I don’t get rain.  I used my soil probe 
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after the waves of rain in January, it only went in six inches.  Not enough to benefit 
much.   

The soaker hose works great on my cactus and succulents in the warm months.  It 
allows me to get the water just where I want it.  I water once a month in the warm 
months if we get little or no rain.  The hose saves water and makes everyone happy 

TRICHOCEREUS 

Mark your calendar February 14.  It’s the day to fertilize Trichocereus to get a super 
spring bloom. 

CACSS RESEARCH GRANT PROGRAM 

The CACSS Board of Directors voted to end our local research grant program and 
instead support the Research Grant program of the CSSA on a yearly basis.  The 
CACSS remains committed to research and will award up to $4,000 annually.   

2021 CACSS DUES ARE DUE                         By Beth Kirkpatrick, membership chair 

If you have not yet paid your 2021 dues, which were due 12/21/2020, they are now 
overdue. 
You can you can pay via PayPal or credit card on the website by clicking: https://
centralarizonacactus.org/membership/ 
If you are unsure if your dues are paid, Beth Kirkpatrick and she will be able to check for 
you. 
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LIBRARY NOTES                       By Co-Librarian Nancy Mumpton 

Since last March, our Club has not been able to meet, and our library has been in limbo.  
I have added books to the collection since that time.  

We received a donation of A Book of Salvias:  Sages 
for Every Garden by Betsy Clebsch.  I purchased 
Botany for Beginners by Brian Capon and Dyana 
Hesson’s beautiful book, Radiance, the Paintings of 
Dyana Hesson in connection with speakers we have 
had.  Another exceptionally beautiful book purchased 
is The Smallest Kingdom:  Plants and Plant Collectors 
at the Cape of Good Hope by Mike Fraser. 

I also bought Gathering the Desert by Gary Paul 
Nabhan and Sonoran Desert Food Plants by Charles 
W. Kane as we have had requests for books on food 
plants of the desert.  We had a donation of The New 
Growing the Mesembs by Ed Storms.  

In connection with the Cactus and Succulent Society 
of America membership, I purchased a new book by 

Tom Glavich titled:  Beginner’s Guide to Adromischus, Aeonium, Dudleya, Echeveria, 
Euphorbia, Pelargonium, and other Succulent Dicots.  We have received all four of the 
2020 issues of their Cactus and 
Succulent Journal.  The 
summer issue has the article 
on the ISI (International 
Succulent Introductions) for 
2020. 

The Library also has a new 
book titled How to Grow 
Lithops by Piotr 
Dzieduszynski (he's from 
Poland, but the book is in 
English with very nice color 
photos). He includes 
Titanopsis. 
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OPEN GARDEN WITH CLIFF FIELDING 

Saturday, February 20  

Only guests signed up will be admitted 
10 a.m. -10 guests 

11:30 a.m. - 10 guests 
1 p.m. - 10 guests 

Cliff Fielding is having his 14th annual open garden and cactus with social distancing.  
Nothing is the same!  Horrific plant killing heat!  COVID-19!  Social distancing!  If you 
want to see what’s left, sign up to come visit.  

All COVID-19 safety measures will be 
strictly observed (masks, social distancing, 
hand sanitizer, etc.).There are a bunch of 
African bulbs, hundreds of seedlings, 
collector cactus, and a whole mess of 
Mesembs.  Most of the plants are seedlings 
or young plants.   

Click this link https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/
5080B4AA8AD2AAB9-cliffs/  to sign up and 
spend an hour and a half (outside only) in 
the warm February sun.  There will be a few 
snacks and drinks at your own risk.   

Contact me with questions.  Take the 
17th Avenue exit on the new 202 South 
Mountain Freeway.  Only signed up 
people may attend.  Wellness check at 
the door. 
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CACSS FB PAGE                          By Michelle Schrade 

Recently I spent time reacquainting myself with the tabs on the CentralArizonaCactus 
Facebook page.  I’m talking about the subject headings located under the Group name.  
The tab subject headings may vary depending on what device you are using, but both 
my phone and PC had the tab I would like to highlight today:  EVENTS.  

It had been many moons since I’d looked at the 
Events feed.  The last time I’d checked, it was a list 
of club meetings.  On a recent visit, I was surprised 
to see an extensive list of online events offered by a 
variety of groups.  Since COVID-19, the opportunity 
to attend in-person meetings has disappeared.  As a 
result, many organizations are sharing their 
educational speakers with the public. 

Past and current events listed are sponsored by the 
Cactus and Succulent Society of America, the British 
Cactus and Succulent Society, Arizona Cactus 
Sales, and the San Francisco Succulent and Cactus 
Society.    

The fun part is clicking on an event you are 
interested in.  You learn what the program is about, 
who the event is sponsored by, how to register and/
or a link for the meeting, time of the event and 
duration, who can attend, and price (most are free).  
Keep scrolling and you can see if any of your FB 
friends are interested or attending the event, a list of 
“suggested events” based on the event you are 

perusing and information about the 
group hosting the speaker.  All from 
clicking one tab!  You can join the 
CAC FB page at:  https:www/
facebook.com/group/cacss2/ 

Each month a photo of a cactus 
and succulent posted by CAC FB 
member is selected for recognition. 

CACSS  of 18 18 February 2021

Succulent of the Month:  Aloe 
ferox field posted January 23 by 

Hobie Laurent.

Cactus of the Month:  
Micranthocereus flaviflorus posted 

January 18 by CACSS member 
Daniel Phillips.


