
 

ARIZONA HORROR STORY:  THE SUMMER OF 2020          By Editor Sue Hakala 

If dealing with the Covid-19 pandemic wasn’t enough, the Phoenix area suffered 
through the hottest July and August ever.  I felt it was of historical significance and worth 
documenting in the Central Spine.  Several members have shared their stories in this 
issue, so if nothing else, you can realize that you are not alone in plant losses.  Here are 
some statistics from ABC Channel 15: 

• first 110+ day May 29 
• 53 days of 110 or above 
• 14 days 115 or above 
• 28 night temperatures of 90 or above 
• official rainfall 1” 
• average July temperature 98.9, August 99.1 
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Unfortunately, a lot of Echinocactus grusonii, by Diane Fellow Morazan left, were affected 
by the extreme temperatures, as well as Aloes by Karina Mondragon De Nica.



GROWING SUCCULENTS DURING THE END OF TIMES        Photos and Text by 
Rich Zeh 

To say this summer was brutal for succulents in Phoenix is an understatement.  Before 
2020, our record for days at/over 110F was 33, it now stands at 53 days at/over 110 F.  
The monsoon was a non-soon.  This was the driest monsoon season on record for 
Arizona.  I easily lost 10% of my mature garden plants in the ground.  Even covered 
plants died, including covered golden barrels.  I’ve never seen anything like it.  They 
died extremely quickly.  I told people on the cactus site on reddit how quickly they died, 
and no one believed me.   

The east side of columnar plants burnt.  Almost every Gasteria that was outside rotted 
in late August.  In pots, in the ground, under shade, it just didn’t matter.  

The Gasterias did ok in the swamp cooled greenhouse, even though I had 118F days in 
there too.  It must have been the nightly lows of over 90F that killed all the Gasterias 
outside. 

Many different species of Aloes also just turned into stinking piles of mush.  Some 
plants were fine one day and then every leaf would turn black the next.  I also noticed a 
lot of the meristems on my columnar cactus would yellow, then burn and then rot.  Even 
the Euphorbia resinifera had problems.  This year they yellowed and then turned brown.  
Even the hardiest of Aloes were blasted. 
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 Above Gasteria, middle just one 
of the Aloes that fried and, right, 

Haworthia bolusi.



The greenhouse helped some plants, but it too was also a disaster.  Many plants never 
came out of dormancy, so I don’t know if they are going to make a comeback next year.  
I don’t dare stress them by checking out the roots.   

And then we had that wind storm.  In my yard, it toppled a palo brea tree, downed 
saguaros and snapped mesquite trees.  Tall columnar cactus were snapped in half.   

Is this the new normal for Arizona?  Maybe.  Be sure to watch this short talk on 
YouTube.com on Solar Variability and Climate with Joanna D. Haigh, a professor of 
Atmospheric Physics at the Imperial College, London.  At the 12 minute mark, she 
states that due to the new solar cycle the sun has entered (Maunder minimum), the 
amount of shorter wavelength ultraviolet light (stronger) emitted by the sun has doubled.  
So not only do the plants have to contend with the extreme heat, but they are getting 
double the amount of UV light.  And, it might be this way for a long time. 
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Astroloba that was brought in August 22 and how it is recovering.  
The one in the ground died.

http://YouTube.com


THE SUMMER OF 2020               By Gard Roper 

This summer allowed growers no margin of error in getting things just right with our 
cactus and succulents.  I kept asking myself, am I giving too much water, not enough 
water, too much shade, or not enough shade?  I certainly learned some lessons. 

I put a very large Aloe dichotoma under 30% shade cloth at the beginning of summer.  
As days/nights kept heating up, I added a second layer of 30% shade cloth.  I’m 
planning to take one layer off in October and the other layer off sometime after that so 
that there is no chance of sunburning.   

Another Aloe did not get the second layer, and, by the time I noticed it was in trouble, it 
was too late.  It died.  I had several Astrophytum myriostigma (bishop’s cap) plants just 
rot.  There may be more problems that will show up in the coming months. 

I’ve learned it’s important to know where your plants come from, as coastal and 
mountain plants sure aren’t going to like a summer like 2020.  Monstrose and 
variegated plants seem to be more tender to weather extremes.  I plan to be more 
conservative in choosing any in the future. 

I’m sure not short of plants.  Losing some makes more shelf space, but still…I have 
found that no matter how I fuss, I just can’t bring some plants through an extreme 
summer like we just had.  I can’t be perfect, but I can be smart and learn from other 
members and share tips.  We are a treasure to each other.  And I try to remember what 
Jim Elliott says, “Use the garbage can calmly.”  
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Material in the Central Spine may be reprinted by nonprofit organizations (unless such 
permission is expressly denied in a note accompanying the material) provided proper 
credit is given to the Central Arizona Cactus and Succulent Society and the author, 
and that one copy of the publication containing the reprinted material is sent to the 

editor at cacsscentralspine@gmail.com.  Reproduction in whole or part by any other 
organization or publication without the permission of the publisher is prohibited.

 Be sure to visit CACSS on the web at: centralarizonacactus.org, 
Facebook, Instagram and YouTube at: CentralArizonaCactus, and 

members only at:  CentralArizonaCactus Swap and Shop.



PLANT LOSSES             Photo and Text by Tom Gatz 

I lost 5 nice, specimen Aloes this summer that I had for over 10 years.  One Aloe 
globuligemma,  3 Aloe ‘David Verity’ hybrids and 1 large Aloe tomentosa.  I did nothing 
differently; same infrequent water, part shade, etc., but they just collapsed.  I’m 
guessing the unrelenting high nighttime temperatures were to blame.  I also have three 
Bursera that never leafed out (no monsoon humidity?) but are still alive, I think. 
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Aloe ‘David Verity’ still in decline.



  

PLANTS LOST SUMMER OF 2020        By Jo Davis 

I was asked to call a random list of club members to learn about their experiences with 
the endless 2020 summer.  Although it’s a sad list, we can all learn from each other.  
There does seem to be agreement that the extreme high day and night temperatures, 
combined with a lack of rain, really was just too much for many plants.  Listed are the 
gardeners, plants lost and possible cause. 

LINDA O’CONNOR   
2 Echinocactus grusonii 
Pachycereus marginatus 
3 blue/green Agaves 
will not replace 
Cause:  lack of rain, too hot, too long 

KELLY DEPETRO 
lots of Haworthias in pots 
will replace 
Cause:  too much water 

JEANANNE BRUSH 
Agave weberii 
Fouquieria splendens 
Aloe marlothii 
will not replace 
Cause:  too hot, lack of rain 

DIANE CHILDLAW 
Astrophytums 
Aloes 
rainbow barrels 
Mammillaria—fluffy ones 
will replace 
Cause:  high heat, no humidity 

CHERYL BROWN 
Agave americana 
Dasylirion wheeleri 
Echinocactus grusonii 
Echinocereus engelmannii 
ponytail palm 
will replace most of them 
Cause:  high heat 

JANET KARASZ 
lots of Haworthias in pots 
lots of Euphorbias in pots 
not replacing 
Cause:  too much heat, not enough water 

RUSS FAUST 
2 Aloes 
Echinocactus grusonii 
Echinocactus horizonthalonius 
Agave Victoria Regina 
Agave variegated 
will replace most of them 
Cause:  too hot, no rain  

WAYNE WHIPPLE 
Haworthias 
Aloes 
Trichocereus 
rose bushes 
don’t know if I’ll replace them 
Cause:  high heat, hot nights, no rain 

MAGGIE HINES 
Agave Victoria Regina 
Pedilanthus macrocarpus 
elephant ears 
will replace some 
Cause:  heat, water, no rain 

CLAUDIA HELFGOTT 
Opuntia serrano 
Adenium 
Agave 
Aloes   (continued) 
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Euphorbia medusa 
sego palm 
will replace some 
Cause:  heat, no rain 

DOUG DAWSON 
29’ saguaro  
Aloe dicotoma, 25 years old 
Hoodia prolifera 
lots of Lithops 
more loss coming 
Cause:  hot days and nights  

JO DAVIS 
25 headed Echinocactus 
grusonii 
3 Euphorbia resiniferia, one 
25 years old 
Ferocactus 
Pachycereus schottii f. 
monstrosus 
Euphorbia tirucalli 
2 Aloes in pots 
Cause:  hot day and nights 
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Above Aloes lost in Rich Zeh’s garden. 

Left, all that remains of a 50-
year-old magnificent saguaro.



PLANTS LOST SUMMER 2020             Photos and Text by Nancy Mumpton 

Adenium arabicum (shade form) 
Agave horrida var. oteroi 
Agave nizandensis 
Aloe ‘Hercules’     
Aloe karasbergensis ‘Dawson Seed’ 
Aloe ‘Papa Woody’ new in early 2020 
Aloe ‘Safari Rose’  I have a second one in the ground that is okay. 
Arrojadoa dinae 
Gymnocalycium andreae 
Mammillaria perezdelarosae 
Parodia rubellihamata new in 2020 
Pleiospilos kingiae 
Yucca recurvifolia three young plant-lets sent to me from California in the  fall of 2019 

All these plants were in pots except the Aloe ‘Hercules’ which I wrote about in our 
newsletter as my oldest plant.  I am really broken-hearted about this one.  It took so 
many years for it to get mature and flower for me. 
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Left, What’s left of Aloe tomentosa and right before 
dying.



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE               By Chris Ginkel 

We are still working out the details for our planned Annual MEGA Silent and Live 
Auction on November 8, our PEG Meeting on November 21 and our general meeting on 
November 22.  We will continue to provide you updates on these events through email.  
It is important to check your spam folder for emails sent to you from the CACSS.  Every 
email provider is different, and we cannot control what designations are placed by them 
on our emails. Contact us immediately, if after checking your spam folder, you find that 
you are not receiving emails from the CACSS.  

A fabulous presentation by Ron Parker titled Chasing Centuries: The Search for Ancient 
Agave Cultivars Across the Desert Southwest is now uploaded to our YouTube Channel.  
You can find all five of the presentations we have uploaded so far at this link:  https://
www.youtube.com/channel/UC1Y-Q6VBhr4-subblRW5Vog 

The weather is finally starting to get to the point where our cacti and succulents are 
starting to look happy again.  Most important, the nighttime temperatures are staying 
below the 85–90F range.  This is something that many of our plants desperately needed 
to survive.  It has been a grueling summer.  The increase in the sun intensity, the record 
amount of daytime high temperatures, the lack of cooling at night below 90F, and the 
lack of rainfall took a toll on the cacti and succulents in our landscapes at a level that I 
have not seen or heard of before.  Hopefully, this trend will not be the norm, and we will 
enjoy our replacement plants for many years.  

Here is a copy of an announcement I posted with our Facebook group a couple of years 
ago.  The content might help you in your quest to have happy and healthy plants.  

“I have been growing cacti and succulents for over 50 years.  The one 
thing that is a constant reminder to me is the quote, “The more I learn, the 
more I realize how much I don't know.”  There are many is this Facebook 
group who are seeking advice.  The advice given to them can vary widely.  
When seeking advice, please remember the advice being given to you is 
what has worked or not worked for that particular individual.  This does not 
necessarily mean that this will apply to your situation.  There are many 
variables involved in raising these plants.  Sometimes, experimentation is 
necessary to see what will work best for you.  Do some research on how 
these plants live in their native habitat.  Look at day and night 
temperatures for each season, rainfall amounts and when rainfall typically 
occurs.  Note soil type, sun exposure, surrounding vegetation, and if there 
is a micro-habitat for this plant.  Find out as much as you can about your 
plant in habitat, and see how it can be applied to your situation.  Compare 
what you have learned to the advice you are being given and try to 
determine what might work best for your situation.  If your plant dies, it 
does not necessarily mean that you have done something wrong.  Not all 
plants live to a ripe old age.  If something does go wrong, don't get 
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discouraged.  See what you can learn from it and how it can be applied 
moving forward.  There are many in this group who want to help.  Together 
we can all continue to learn.”  

We will continue to provide you with information as it becomes available.  As always, do 
not hesitate to contact me with your questions or concerns.  You can reach me through 
Facebook Messenger.  

PUMICE PILE                By Tom Briggs 

The next Pumice Pile event will be Saturday, October 24, 2020, from 7-11 a.m., at 6416 
S. 26th Street, Phoenix, AZ 85042. 

In order to accommodate social distancing and the limited space for cars on site, we 
need to implement the following: 

• No hand-to-hand money exchange.  Please bring exact change as no change will be 
available.  Drop the payment in the green payment box.  Cost is $5 per 5 gallon 
bucket for small or large pumice.  Don't forget to bring your own buckets and shovels.  
Tell me how many buckets you're filling for accounting purposes.  

• No shared shovels or buckets will be available.  Only self-service please.  
• Parking is tight.  We'll work to direct people to specific spots to minimize parking jams.  

It's a one way driveway so if the parking area is full, you might be directed to wait 
along the side of 26th street until space clears.  Please stay in your vehicle until 
directed that it’s your time to get out and fill buckets.  Some people may need to help 
each other when exiting.  Try not to run over drainage culverts. 

Please respect social distancing guidelines: 
• Stay at least 6 feet away from people that aren't from your car; 10 feet is even better.   
• Please use a face mask at all times.  If you do not have a mask, you'll be asked to 

wait until no one else is in the area before filling buckets.  
• Respectfully, please do not come if you think you're sick or have a fever. 
• Feel free to take safety measures above and beyond those that you feel are 

necessary for your own health and safety.  You are your own best protection. 
• Please do not enter the property until 7 a.m.  I need time to set up beforehand.  Thank 

you.  

Let's be safe and have a great event! 
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PACHYPODIUM BISPINOSUM:  WHY THE HECK DID IT DO THAT?    Photos and 
Text by Wayne MacDonald 

People in our lives can exhibit vexing behavior, making us scratch our heads in 
wonderment.  Plants too have this ability.  Spring of 2020 was the time to repot a 
Pachypodium bispinosum (Apocynaceaea family), starting a chain of events where I 
almost threw it out in despair. 
  
P. bispinosum is one of approximately 20 species of Pachypodium* which range from 
giant Pachycaul trees (P. rutenbergianum) to the diminutive cacti form (P. brevicaule).  
While technically all Pachys are caudiciforms, P. bispinosum is a chamaephyte, which 
are plants that produce resting buds just above the ground.  If you look at pictures on 
the web, you'll see how passionate horticulturalists expose the large, mostly 
underground, egg shaped caudex. 
  
Acquired as a seedling, I potted Pachypodium bispinosum  in a four inch clay pot for 
about 18 months while we got to know one another.  Mid-February, I placed it in an 8” 
long x 6.5” wide x 2” high oval unglazed bonsai pot and wired it up for a touch of class 
(photo A).  Within a few weeks, the caudex had visibly shrunken, leaves began 
yellowing and falling off completely.  I realized that the caudex was shriveled and soft, 
like when you squeeze citrus fruit (photo B).  Certainly, I thought, it must be on death’s 
doorstep. 

 Soon after, I noticed two tiny buds on the tip of a branch which, within a short time, 
became beautiful blossoms.  This was the first time it flowered (photo C).  This hinted at 
two things.  First, P. bispinosum and the closely related species P. succulentum are 
almost indistinguishable.  They both produce a caudex, twining branches and have 
hairline thin spines sharper than kitten teeth.  But, the petals on this flower are wide and 
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Photo B the caudex shrinking.Photo A wired up after repotting.



fat assuring me that it is indeed bispinosum.  The second point is that flowering is 
metabolically expensive.  With a desiccated caudex, this must mean the roots are 
active.  Therefore, I started a judicious, but regular fertilizer schedule. 

  
The plant eventually produced more than a half 
dozen blossoms.  Rather than simply growing 
leaves, it extended the leaf axillary buds and now 
has numerous branches emanating from the 
central stems.  Seven months later, it is super 
healthy, and the caudex has returned to its prior 
shape (photo D).  
  
That's the story, but here's my best guess of what 
happened botanically.  P. bispinosum is semi-
deciduous.  It was probably somewhat dormant 
when I repotted mid-February.  Repotting 
triggered full dormancy (leaf drop) and repot 
shock (consumption of the caudex) (photo B). 
Unbeknownst to me, it then probably woke up as 
temperatures increased and began a normal 
round of blooming (photo C on left). 
  

The lesson I learned is that plants truly reflect the people in our lives by making us 
worry to no end but somehow still manage to delight us with their beauty and tenacity; 
so long as we pay attention and provide support. 

*theplantlist.org Status: accepted + confidence level:  high 
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Photo D the fully recovered plant.



37TH ANNUAL SUCCULENT PLANTS SYMPOSIUM 

The 37th Annual Succulent Plants Symposium, hosted by the Huntington Library, Art 
Museum and Botanical Gardens, is available for viewing on YouTube.com.  The event 
was held online this year. 

If you’ve never been, or just need a travel adventure, you can take a virtual tour of the 
Huntington by going to their website.  It is truly an amazing place with a world class art 
collection, library and some of the best gift shops you’ll ever find for a plant lover.  Our 
club has gone there on numerous bus trips, and we hope to go again in the future.  We 
are always invited to go behind-the-scenes to the propagation house to choose 
treasures. 
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Part of the Cactus Garden at the Huntington by Gerri Dames.

http://YouTube.com


TEPHROCACTUS ALEXANDERI ssp. GEOMETRICUS   Photos and Text by Thom 
Young 

DESCRIPTION  Tephrocactus alexanderi ssp. geometricus is a wonderful dwarf growth 
species that is well adapted to extreme desert habitat.  This is one of the showiest 
“opuntia” species sought after by cacti collectors.  The geometricus are strange plants 
with attractive flowers.   Geos are truly showstoppers when mature.  They are one of my 
favorite cactus plants. 

HABITAT  Found in Argentina Catamarca and the Bolivia border at an altitude of 
7,200-9,500 feet above sea level. 

PURCHASED  May 2015 from Jurgen 
Menzel’s personal collection (black spine) 
and May 2014 from Steve Brach’s Mesa 
Gardens (spineless) as fingerlings 
(seedlings).  Mesa Gardens is under new 
management.  I have been gifted a few 
cladodes and purchased several plants 
from CACSS members. 

POTS  I plant in plastic, terra cotta and 
ceramic pots with plenty of drainage holes.  
The pots range from two to four inches in 
depth.  The two inch deep pots should have 
a relatively large diameter.  Cladodes are 
planted in small pots to concentrate the 
water to the new root growth. 

FERTILIZER  I use the club fertilizer during 
the growing season.  I use quarter strength 
fertilizer every time I water. 

POTTING MEDIUM  I use 30% cactus potting soil mixed with 60% club pumice and 
10% sifted chicken grit.  

SUN EXPOSURE  Potted plants are in full sun until about 1 p.m. in Phoenix.  I have 
several in the ground under dappled shade to full sun.  I watch the in-ground plants very 
closely when temperatures are above 110F and will cover with 40% shade cloth if they 
show signs of sun stress. 

WATERING  When temperatures are below 90F, I water potted plants every two weeks 
or when dry.  Above 90F, I water once a week. When temperatures are above 105F, I 
water every 5 days.  I let Mother Nature tend to my plants in the winter.  I do not water. 
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FROST PROTECTION  This plant handles temperatures down to approximately 8F 
without protection. 

SPECIAL NEEDS   Tephrocactus alexanderi ssp. geometricus has no special needs.  If 
planted in the ground, protect by screening from curve-billed thrashers.  The downside 
is that this bird will peck holes in your plant.  The upside is that the following year you 
will have multiple cladodes from the damage. 
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TEPHROCACTUS ALEXANDERI ssp. GEOMETRICUS         By Editor Sue Hakala 

I’m starting a new newsletter feature.  As editor, I plan to choose one photo I’ve seen of 
a cactus or succulent plant that just blew me away.  I hope you’ll agree that this photo 
Chris Ginkel posted on the club Facebook page of Tephrocactus alexanderi ssp. 
geometricus by Favio Agrosi does just that.  If you’ve got one that you think fits the 
requirement, whether you took it or not, please send it to 
cacsscentralspine@gmail.com.   
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You can’t buy happiness, but you can buy succulents!  And that is pretty 
much the same thing says Jorg Ettelt.

mailto:cacsscentralspine@gmail.com


CHASING CENTURIES:  The Search for Ancient Agave Cultivars Across the 
Desert Southwest        Text Chris Ginkel  Photo by Ron Parker 

I am happy to announce that we now have a fifth video uploaded to the 
CentralArizonaCactus YouTube Channel.  Taking the place of our monthly meeting, Ron 
Parker presents Chasing Centuries:  The Search for Ancient Agave Cultivars Across the 
Desert Southwest.  After watching this wonderful video, with great photography, I think 
you will be looking at Agaves in Arizona in a whole new light.   

You will find this, and all five of the video presentations that we have uploaded so far, at 
this link:   https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1Y-Q6VBhr4-subblRW5Vog 

Learn how the Hohokam, during AD 450-1450, dug extensive canals in 7,000 acres of 
the desert to irrigate crops, including Agave, within their 30,000 square mile territory.  
They were centered in the Phoenix area.  

The Sinagua people, during AD 
650-1350, centered in Verde Valley, 
grew Agaves for food, two of which 
are endemic. 

The Salado people, AD 1150-1450, 
occupied a territory around Roosevelt 
Lake and Safford and had a large 
population near Tonto Creek.  They 
grew an Agave delamateri cultivar in 
over 200 different sites. 

Learn how these people grew and 
used Agaves for food, beverage, fiber, 
building material, soap, medicine, and 
more.  Ron tells us why they chose 
certain ones to cultivate.  Learn which 
ones grow here. 

You can also obtain an autographed 
copy of Ron’s book by the same name 
by emailing him at 
ron@agaveville.org.  The CACSS has 
a copy of Ron’s book in our library.   
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CANDIDATES FOR THE BOARD 

PRESIDENT:  CRICKET PETERSON  Cricket lives in North Phoenix 
with her husband Don and daughter Alexis. She has lived in Arizona 
since 1974.  Her passion for gardening led her to become a Master 
Gardener in 2017.  She grows vegetables and flowers, and with 
Don's help, they grow a nice collection of cactus and succulents.  
Cricket worked at Fry's grocery stores for 11 years as a cashier and a 
bookkeeper and has been a real estate broker since 2007.  While a 

member of CACSS, she has helped both Nick Diomede and Judy Tolbert with their 
treasurer duties.  For the past three years, she has helped organize and set up for the 
annual CACSS show and sale.  Cricket and Don have been members of CACSS for five 
years and really enjoy being involved in club activities. 

SECRETARY:  LAUREN MARKS  Lauren is an Arizona native and 
has been an avid collector and grower of cacti and succulents for 
many years.  CACSS has been a part of her life for the past five 
years or so.  She especially enjoyed assisting Sue Hakala with 
editing newsletter indices and volunteering for the annual show and 
sale.  She loves engaging the public through environmental 
education and spreading the spark of nature in people's lives.  She 
considers herself a life-long learner at heart.  Lauren grows many 

species of succulents, but her favorites right now are Ariocarpus and Astrophytum.   

TREASURER:  NICK DIOMEDE  Rejoining the society in 2013, I 
volunteered to step into the treasurer position in October 2014.  I 
was elected in January 2015 for the first time.  As 
treasurer between January 2015 and December 2019, I volunteered 
as Show and Sale Vendor Chair and assisted with our October 
Mega Auctions each of those years.  I also held CSSA Convention 
Committee Chair positions for the 2017 and 2019 conventions.  
Having been away from the position for the past two years, I found 
myself missing the work and the interactions with our wonderful 
members.  This year the need arose for a new treasurer, and I am 
hoping to step into the position again. 

MEMBER-AT-LARGE NOMINEES  

CHRIS GINKEL  I have been a member of the CACSS for over 10 
years, and I have been trying to help the club in many ways since 
joining.  I hope to continue on as a board member to help build upon 
the success we have had as a society and help guide us through what I 
see as a bright future. 
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EMILY GLENN  I grew up in Green Bay, Wisconsin with my parents, 
sister and brother.  I graduated college with a history degree from 
the University of Wisconsin, Green Bay.  I moved to Arizona in 2013 
and have been a member of the Central Arizona Cactus and 
Succulent Society ever since.  I have been working in the Food and 
Nutrition Department of a school district since moving to Arizona in 
2013.  I currently live in Chandler with my boyfriend Bryan, our 
puppy Fitzgerald and a slowly growing collection of plants.   

  
JOANNE JOHNSON  My husband and I moved from New England 
to Tempe in 1984.  We both worked and raised two children.  
Though we had busy lives, I have been, and am currently in the 
task of the ups and downs of home landscaping.  Through years of 
trial and error, I have become obsessed with cacti, succulents and 
desert plants.   

I have been a member of the Desert Botanical Garden since 2008, 
have completed the Master Gardener program in 2015 and have 

been a member of CACSS since 2015.  I've also been a volunteer for the VNSA Charity 
Book Sale since 2002.  Since the first CACSS meeting that I attended, I have felt a part 
of this group.  Now that I'm recently retired, I'd like to become more involved in CACSS. 
So when I was asked if I'd consider being a member-at-large on the board, I said YES.  
Please consider me with your vote. 

BARBARA MACNIDER  Raised in a Chicago suburb, I have lived in 
Arizona for 41 years.  While working 35+ years as an 
archaeologist, I developed an abiding appreciation of the Sonoran 
Desert and the incredible vegetation that survives here.  I use the 
Desert Botanical Garden and other Arizona botanical sites to teach 
me about the plants.  Now retired, I am developing a growing 
cactus and succulent collection.   

As a board member, I have had the opportunity to work with a great 
group and learn from them.  Up next is becoming more active in the 

   Show and Sales event.  

DAN SMITH  Arizona became my home state in 1973.  I originated in 
the northwestern part of Pennsylvania and had a few years in 
Michigan before moving here.  I spent 40 years at the GM Proving 
Grounds in Milford, Michigan and Mesa, Arizona. 

I am married and have 4 grown kids and 14 grandkids.  When I 
retired in 2008, I started volunteering in the horticulture department 
of the Desert Botanical Garden.  At the time, I was volunteering twice 
a week.  At about the same time, I started attending the CACSS 
meetings and joined shortly after.  

CACSS  of 19 21 October 2020



Some of my experience includes 6 years on the board and 1 year as vice-president.  I 
have been chair of the Show and Sale one year and co-chair another.  I suggested that 
the club use online voting and also the online volunteer program for the Show and Sale, 
and I administer both.  I am one of the co-administrators of our Facebook and Swap and 
Shop sites and was involved in the startup.  During the time of the national convention 
in Tempe, I was the volunteer chair. 

Probably everyone knows that I grow Adenium and have been for over 15 years.  But, I 
also like all caudiciform and grow quite a few other fat plants.  I also have a few 
Plumeria around the house. 

Members will receive an email in November with a link to the page to vote online. 

### 
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For your viewing pleasure a beautiful cane cholla submitted by Phillip Ruttenbur.



CENTRALARIZONACACTUS FACEBOOK PAGE               By Michelle Schrade 

Fall is finally here!  Well, we can pretend, can’t we?  One thing for sure, gardening 
season is here.  Facebook members are busy evaluating losses from the brutal 
summer, deciding what to plant as replacements, repotting, cleaning up gardens, and 
getting plants ready for cooler weather.  Oh, did I mention buying plants?  The hint of 
coolness has brought posts of a last flurry of blooming cactus before entering dormancy.  
I look forward to seeing your photos and posts as succulent season begins.  You can 
join the CACSS FB page at:  https://www.facebook.com/group/cacss2/ 

Each month a photo of a cactus and succulent posted by FB members is selected for 
recognition.  Post with Most Likes:  Tephrocactus geometricus, grown commercially, 
posted September 2 by Chris Ginkel with 413 likes (see page 16). 
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Cactus of the Month:  Trichocereus hybrid ‘Zelly’ 36 
posted September 21 by Chris Ginkel.

Succulent of the Month:  Stapelia gigantea 
posted September 22 by Wendy Barrett.


