APRIL
2008

PRESIDENT’S LETTER

STEVE PLATH

Wow, has April been a busy month or what? First was our annual Show and Sale, then a couple of Saturday’s
of cactus rescues. The month of May will seem pretty dull in comparison!
First off I’d like to thank everyone who helped bring about a successful show. Steve Martinez as Show Chair
and Mike Cone as Sales Chair both spent countless hours of time preparing for their respective tasks. Though
the numbers of volunteers was low this year, those that did help gave it their all. And, this year we had over
420 judged plants on display which was almost a 10% increase over last year. A special thank you goes out
to those who showed plants and made extra efforts to bring a few more in. Our sales were roughly equivalent
to last year and considering the rising costs in everyone’s day-to-day expenses, I think that isn’t too bad.
Of course there’ll be more details given at this month’s meeting.
As an added bonus to the show was the Grand Opening of the Sybil B. Harrington Cactus and Succulent
Galleries. If you didn’t come to the show and see them at that time you really do owe yourself the time to do
so. It will be exciting to see how the cacti and succulents settle in to their new homes over the course of the
coming growing season. Personally, I’d give body parts to have that massive Bursera microphylla that’s residing in
the Succulent Gallery!
Another big thank you goes to Lee Brownson for executing the cactus salvage on the Transwestern Pipeline. I
know he’s devoted quite a bit of time to having this salvage finally come about. I was able to go to the first Saturday rescue and brought home a nice 2’+ saguaro (though my first attempt was to go for a 5’+ specimen that
seemed to weigh a gazillion pounds!). If you’ve checked your e-mail lately, Lee has some Pipeline refugees that
need a good home, so if you weren’t able to go on the rescue yourself, give Lee a call to adopt a cactus or two!
Last night Julie and I were greeted by a couple of absolutely HUGE white flowers on a Trichocereus (Echinopsis)
“imperialis”. There’s something magical about the first opening of the night blooming cereoids on a spring
evening when the moon is full! The riot of day-blooming cactus flowers in the shade-house has been a delight
to see as well and changes on a daily basis. Are we fortunate to be able to enjoy these wonderful plants or
what?
See you at the meeting!
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2008 CACSS OFFICERS
President: Steve Plath……………. 623-915-7615

revegdude1@juno.com

Vice-President: Lee Brownson… 480-951-4945

lsbrownson@cox.net

Secretary: Julie Plath……………... 623-915-7615

revegdude1@juno.com

Treasurer: Wayne Whipple…….. 480-460-3623

w7676@msn.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
TERMS ENDING 12/2008
Gard Roper………………………….. 602-996-9745

tommy15@cox.net

Daniel Sumberg……………………. 480-361-6503

daniels@libertyiron.com

Ingrid Swenson…………………….. 602-957-9865

iswenson@cox.net

TERMS ENDING 12/2009
Doug Dawson………………………. 480-893-1207

doug.dawson@
gcmail.maricopa.edu

Leo Martin…………………………... 602-852-9714
leo@possi.org

Steve Martinez……………………... 602-688-4339

altrigo2@aol.com

Cynthia Robinson…………………. 602-615-2261

crobin500@msn.com

Lois Schneberger…………………... 480-946-8373

lschneberger@cox.net

2008 CACSS COMMITTEES
COMMITTEE:
Programs & Workshops………….
Newsletter/
Publications/Publicity……………
Membership…………………………

CONTACT:
Lee Brownson
Cynthia Robinson
Doug Dawson or
Jo Davis
480-839-3792

Finance……………………………….. Wayne Whipple
Plant Rescue ………………………... Chairperson Needed!
Library………………………………... Erik Anderson
480-967-3984
woodcraftman@
earthlink.net

2008 Show…………………………… Steve Martinez
2008 Sale……………………………... Mike Cone

623-215-7692
imakepots@hotmail.com

2008 Show & Sale Volunteers….. Ingrid Swenson

LOCAL CALENDAR
April 27th, 2008, Sunday, 2 pm
Regular Club Meeting
Webster Auditorium, Desert Botanical Garden
Guest speaker Mark Sitter, owner of B & B Cactus Nursery in Tucson, will
give a presentation about The Genus Ferocactus.

May 8th, 2008, Thursday, 7 pm
By-Law Committee Meeting
Home of Ingrid Swenson
All members are welcome to participate. Call Ingrid if you need directions to
her home.

May 15th, 2008, Thursday, 7 pm
Board Meeting
Native Resources
1540 W Happy Valley Rd
Phoenix 85085
All members are welcome to participate. Call Steve Plath for directions to the
meeting facility.

May 18th, 2008, Sunday, 2 pm (Not the last Sunday)
Regular Club Meeting
Dorrance Hall, Desert Botanical Garden
Guest speaker Woody Minnich will give a presentation about his recent trip
to Socotra - An Island in the Arabian Sea.

June 29th, 2008, Sunday, 2 pm
Regular Club Meeting
Dorrance Hall, Desert Botanical Garden

July 27th, 2008, Sunday, 2 pm
Regular Club Meeting
Dorrance Hall, Desert Botanical Garden

August 24th, 2008, Sunday, 2 pm
Regular Club Meeting
Dorrance Hall, Desert Botanical Garden

REGIONAL CALENDAR
May 9th - 11th, Friday - Sunday, All Day
Sonoran VII Cactus & Succulent Conference
Tucson, AZ
Visit http://www.tucsoncactus.org for more information.

June 12th - 15th, 2008, Thursday - Sunday, All Day
12th Biennial Mid-States Cactus & Succulent Conference
Grand Junction, CO
Visit http://www.midstatesconference.org for more information.

June 26th - 29th, 2008, Thursday - Sunday, All Day
CSSA Annual Show & Sale
Huntington Botanical Gardens, San Marino, CA
Visit http://www.cssainc.org for more information.

Refreshments……………………….. Gard Roper
Field Trips…………………………… Daniel Sumberg or
Lois Schneberger

August 30th, 2008, Saturday, All Day

By-Laws……………………………… Lois Schneberger
Web-site……………………………… Lee Brownson
To participate in any of the committees, contact the chairperson listed or any Officer or Board member listed above.

April 10th - 15th, 2009, Friday - Wednesday, All Day

25th Annual Huntington Succulent Symposium
Huntington Botanical Gardens, San Marino, CA
Visit http://www.huntington.org for more information.
33rd Biennial CSSA Convention
Westin La Paloma Resort, Tucson, AZ
Visit http://www.cssainc.org for more information.

Publication of material in the Central Spine does not imply agreement with the ideas expressed therein by any portion of the membership of the CACSS, nor does it constitute an
endorsement or support for any portion of such material by the CACSS, or the Central Spine, regardless of any position or office held by the author. All such material represents a
comment and/or personal opinion of the author.
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APRIL SPEAKER

CACTUS RESCUE PHOTOS

On April 27th, Mark Sitter, owner of B & B Cactus in Tucson,
will be talking to us about "A Bevy of Beautiful Barrels - The
Genus Ferocactus." (His title was Ferocactus - I thought I would
jazz it up a bit.) Ferocacti have been his passion for years and his
knowledge of them is well known. He says he has a little surprise
for us during his presentation so you will not want to miss this
meeting.

Thank you, Celeste Gornick, for contributing a few photos from
last weekend’s cactus rescue near Black Canyon City.

Lee Brownson

Editor’s note: If you are planning on attending the meeting, please
take note that it will be held in Webster Auditorium, not
Dorrance Hall.

Mammillaria growing in a crack in the rock.

THE COVER PHOTO
Thelocactus conothelos ssp. aurantiacus

blooming at Boyce Thompson
Arboretum on 3/22/08.
Photo taken by the editor.

2008 SHOW AWARDS
The presentation of awards for the 2008 Show will take place at
the May, 18th 2008 meeting. For a full list of award winners &
photos from the Show & Sale, please see the May, 2008 issue of
the Central Spine.
100’s of Mammillarias in one spot!

Interested in one of the name badges you see other members
wearing? You can have one of your very own! Talk to Jo
Davis at the meeting or send her a check for $7.50, made out
to “Jo Davis,” to her home address:
2714 W. Monte Ave.
Mesa, AZ 85202
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AROUND MY (OR YOUR) DESERT GARDEN

BOB TORREST

MARCH 31, 2008 - After the good soaking rains in January now everything looks great. Creosote bushes have been growing rapidly and
flowering for some time. Brittlebush (Encelia farinosa) has never looked better and is covered with bright yellow daisies. All the Opuntias
have filled out with "Beavertails" (O. basilaris) flowering now. O. aciculata ("Cowboy's whiskers") and O. rufida ("the blind pear of the Big
Bend") are loaded with flower buds and many Echinocereus and Mammillarias are flowering now.
Several varieties of Cassias have been flowering for some time and have been joined by yellow bells, Mexican bird (Caesalpinia mexicana),
Ruellia and Calliandra californica, solanum and blue hibiscus. A small Cordia boissieri is loaded with large white flowers at only 4 feet and will
eventually make a very ornamental small tree. Coursetia glandulosa (Baby bonnets) is a large shrub with pea shaped white, yellow and pink
flowers. Of course, the perennials including salvias, mallows, penstemmons, chuparosa, Coulter's hibiscus and desert senna always
brighten the garden now. Flowering trees include Eucalyptus torquata (Coral flowered gum), Acacia saligna with branch tips of yellow ball
shaped flowers, pomegranates, sweet acacia, Palo blanco (Acacia willardiana), China berry (Melia azedarach) with lavender flowers, Golden
ball lead tree (Leucaena retusa) and Mescal bean (Sophora secundiflora) with clusters of purple scented flowers. The brief display of the
Chilean palo verde - Chanar (Geoffroea decorticans) with its bright golden yellow flowers was, as usual, over too soon.
The very colorful long lasting dense flowers of Aloe cryptopoda began in mid-July (the leaves are greyish green, not dark green as previously
described). A. longistyla is a small plant with an unusually large flower on a short stalk and it and all the others mentioned here were
outdoors all winter. Flowering continued for A. branddraaiensis and A. pirottae. The single dense red spike of A. aculeata was open by mid
February when A. vaombe, A. variegata, A. striata and Crosby's prolific were all flowering along with A. globuligemma and A. arborescens. Aloe
arborescens had some minor damage from the hard freeze last year and only the plant close to a south facing stucco wall managed to flower
(this one had no freeze damage). By the end of February A. zebrina, A. sinkatana, A. vacillans (larger), A. spinosissima and hybrids of
A. dorotheae and a variegata-saponaria cross were also flowering. Aloes lost after the hard freeze of 2007 were mentioned in prior articles.
A. kedongensis (a small shrub) has been in decline since then and an A. suprafoliata finally gave up, as has a hybrid A. divaricata. A. mcloughlinii
was lost in several locations but a few managed to survive and are coming back now. This variety did well for years in both full sun and
partial shade. A. wickensii is a brightly bi-colored form of A. cryptopoda with red and yellow racemes. The current Cactus and Succulent
Journal has a photo of A. lutescens and describes the differences with A. cryptopoda. It is one of the ISI offerings as is A. zebrina and A. aculeata.
A couple of years ago an article described the results of 20 years of growth for some of the columnar cacti. Pachycereus pecten-arboriginum was
10 ft with 4 arms then and is now 12 ft with 5 larger arms between 4 and 7 feet. Neocardenasia herzogiana was 6 ft and is now over 8 ft in full
sun. The only Cardon (Pachycereus pringlei) with arms is the only one that had hard freeze damage at the top at 8 ft in 2007. The others are
much taller. The tallest Cardon grande (Trichocereus terscheckii) at 13 ft with arms at 4 and 6 ft hasn't gotten any taller in 2 years but has
filled out. A Neobuxbaumia tetetzo is up to 10 ft but still just a single column. Several large columnars that do well here but are rarely seen are
Escontria chiotilla, several of which are up to 8 ft with arms at 2 to 3 ft, Pachycereus weberi which has added several feet in morning shade to
reach 10 ft but with no arms yet, and Stenocereus dumortieri which, at 10 ft, has arms at 1 and 3 ft.
The review of David Yetman's "The Great Cacti: Ethnobotany and Biogeography" in the current issue of the Cactus and Succulent Journal
ends with the reminder that "columnar cacti have traditionally held far more importance in human endeavors" then "the more precious
pot friendly types". Try some if you can even if they must be in pots. The Pilosocereus described in the current C & S J is one that will do
well in pots for years, as will Arizona organ-pipes and several others.

HELPFUL HINTS

PAUL SCHUENEMAN

When you are pulling out agave pups, soak them an hour or so prior to pulling. It makes the job muddier, but the pups pull out way easier
and you get longer roots and rhizomes if you are going to propagate.
We all run across bargain-priced glazed pots at garage sales, supermarkets, etc. but pass them up because they have no drainage hole in the
bottom. You can drill your own holes. You will need (1) a glass cutter, the kind with the real little wheel on the end of it, (2) an electric
drill, and (3) a ½” tile and glass tungsten carbide tipped drill bit (not to be confused with a concrete and masonry bit). I bought my bit at
True Value Hardware for $11. Turn the pot upside down. With the glass cutter, etch a small ‘X’ where you want to drill the drainage
hole. The etching helps keep the drill bit from sliding around on the pot. Start drilling at the intersection of the ‘X’. If the bit still slides,
etch deeper. Use moderate pressure on the drill but not too much or you’ll break the pot. Be patient. It takes several minutes to drill the
hole. Be careful. The drill bit gets really hot.
There are lots of things you can use to cover the drainage hole in pots: pot shards, window screen, sheet rock tape, newspaper, etc. But my
favorite is coffee filters. They fit snug, are cheap, and come in various sizes to fit different sized pots.

Editor’s Note: Do you have your own “Helpful Hints” that you would like to share? Submit them to the editor for publication in a future
Central Spine.
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MINIATURE DESERT TREES

TOM GATZ

(This article is modified and reprinted from the volunteer newsletter of the Desert Botanical Garden)
A big drawback in having a relatively small backyard was that we
couldn’t fit in more desert tree species. Our remaining Argentine
mesquite (the other blew over in a storm) now shades two thirds
of our yard, leaving little space for other trees. Solution? I joined
the two bonsai societies in town. I now enjoy growing many
species of desert-adapted trees including elephant trees, palo brea,
ironwood, velvet mesquite, Texas ebony, and rock figs with their
exposed roots flowing over miniature boulders. Several shrubs are
also beginning to take on interesting miniature tree forms in some
of my pots, such as elephant food, Euphorbia misera, cascalote,
Barbados cherry, bougainvillea, creosote, emu bush and Texas
ranger. “Don’t bonsai everything!” pleads my wife Barb.
Frowned on with concern by some plant-lovers with suspicions
of plants being tortured in tiny pots, one tree book author even
unfavorably compared the occasional root pruning of bonsai trees
(which actually makes room for more soil in the pot) to the cruel
and archaic practice of foot binding. In fact, no plant in my
backyard gets as much care and attention as do these valued
specimens pampered by bonsai enthusiasts. With proper care,
your bonsai tree may well outlive you. One specimen at the
National Arboretum is reputed to be over 380 years old!

Bursera microphylla; informal upright style. Photo taken by Tom Gatz.

Not to be confused with whimsical topiary, the aesthetic goal in bonsai is to give the illusion of a tree of great age by developing a thick,
weathered trunk and encouraging downward slanting branches and branch ramification by strategic clipping or temporary wiring. Sensei
Leroy Fujii recommended leaving spaces in the tree for imaginary tiny birds to fly between the branches. Just about any plant with a
woody stem and leaves can be grown as a bonsai, but the most realistic ones have small leaves and thick, gnarly trunks. Potential places to
find specimens with “character” are in the discount area of some nurseries and (with permission of course) from the yards of old, established neighborhoods that are undergoing renovation. Try to start with the thickest trunk you can find. Don’t be in a hurry to put it in a
bonsai pot. The best specimens often spend years growing in deeper “training” pots, where they more quickly develop the desired bonsai
style.
Much of the knowledge about well-draining soil mixes and re-potting techniques I’ve gained from the CACSS has helped me in caring
for my bonsai trees. Conversely, the knowledge gained from the bonsai clubs has given me new perspectives on pruning and shaping my
succulent “trees” as well as my full-sized trees (my remaining big mesquite is acquiring a “windswept” style; artistic but also practical to
better deal with the monsoon winds).
Many bonsai enthusiasts struggle (sometimes successfully) to
keep pines and maple trees alive here in the desert. I’m not that
skilled so I like to work with the desert plants that should thrive
here instead. Although not considered a true woody “tree” by
bonsai purists, I think a great starter species is the succulent plant
called elephant food (Portulacaria afra). It’s a tough little plant
that thrives in full sun with minimal water. Its only Achilles’ heel
is cold. Be sure to bring them inside if we ever get a recurrence of
last January’s hard freeze. The elephant tree (Bursera microphylla),
native to Arizona, is another great bonsai candidate. They often
take on natural bonsai form where they cling to desert hillsides
and get “pruned” by browsing animals and frost. They’re usually
available at the DBG plant sales if you get there early! A new, and
likely controversial, book entitled “Bonsai Succulents” (2007) by
Philippe de Vosjoli and Rudy Lime is loaded with intriguing
photos.

If you would like to learn more about this ancient living art,
contact these local clubs:
Phoenix Bonsai Society http://www.phoenixbonsai.com
Scottsdale Bonsai Society fairlee1@cox.net
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Elephant Food (Portulacaria afra) is an ideal succulent plant for various bonsai
styles. This is the slant style with an Opuntia rufida 'Desert Gem" planted beneath
it. Photo taken by Tom Gatz.
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PLANT QUESTIONS???

WHOM TO CONTACT!!!

Many CACSS members have experience with different kinds of succulent plants. I hope they will add their names to the
following list (just call or e-mail Bob Torrest). For now, the list is simply alphabetical with principle interests. When
more members add their information, the list will be cross-referenced by topic.
DOUG DAWSON
480-893-1207

Specialization includes Flora of Namibia, Growing from Seed,
Lithops, other Mesembs & Melocactus.

doug.dawson@gcmail.maricopa.edu
MIKE GALLAGHER
602-942-8580

Specialization includes Aloes, Haworthias, Columnar Cacti &
Turbinicarpus.

mgallagher26@cox.net
STEVE PLATH
623-915-7615
revegdude1@juno.com

Specialization includes Ariocarpus, Astrophytum, Cyphostemma,
Echinocereus, Fouquieria, Thelocactus, General Propagation &
Desert Revegetation.

CYNTHIA ROBINSON
602-615-2261
crobin500@msn.com

Specialization includes Flora of Madagascar, Growing from Seed,
Caudiciform & Pachycaul Succulents, Aloes, Apocynaceae,
Burseraceae, Euphorbiaceae, Fouquieriaceae, & Succulent Bonsai.

BOB TORREST
480-994-3868
robertst9114@msn.com

Specialization includes Desert Landscaping, Unusual (including
Rare Fruit) Trees & Shrubs, Aloes, Agaves, Columnar Cacti,
Trichocereus & Opuntia.

