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2009 CACSS Officers

President: Steve Plath................................ 623-238-3342
		 revegdude1@juno.com
Vice-President: Lee Brownson............... 480-951-4945			
		 lsbrownson@cox.net
Secretary: Lois Schneberger................... 480-946-8373		
		 lschneberger@cox.net
Treasurer: Wayne Whipple..................... 480-460-3623			
		 w7676@msn.com

Board of Directors

CACSS October
Auction Event
When: October 25th, 2:00 pm
Where: Wildflower Pavillion
Set-up will start at 12:00 noon

Terms Ending 12/2009
Doug Dawson............................................... 480-893-1207			
		 dawsonlithops@
		 hotmail.com
Leo Martin.................................................... 602-852-9714			
		 leo@possi.org
Steve Martinez............................................. 602-688-4339
		 altrigo2@aol.com
Cynthia Robinson....................................... 602-615-2261
		 crobin500@msn.com
Terms Ending 12/2010
Gard Roper.................................................... 602-996-9745
		
		 agaveguy@cox.net
Ingrid Swenson............................................ 602-957-9865
		 iswenson@cox.net
Rick Rosenberg ............................................480-483-5630
		 drrikrok@cox.net
Cheryl Brown ................................................480-664-9409
		 rp62@intergrate.com
		

2009 CACSS Committees

Programs & Workshops............................ Lee Brownson
Publications & Publicity............................ Cynthia Robinson
Newsletter Editor........................................ Laurence Garvie		
		 lgarvie@cox.net
Assistant Editor ........................................ Paul Schueneman
		 480-706-1672			
		 Schue888@wbhsi.net
Membership.................................................. Doug Dawson or
		 Jo Davis
		 480-839-3792
Finance............................................................ Wayne Whipple
Plant Rescue.................................................. Robert&Cheryl Brown		
		 480-664-9409
		 rp62@intergate.com
Library............................................................. Erik Anderson
		 480-967-3984
		 woodcraftman@
		 earthlink.net
2009 Show...................................................... Cynthia Robinson
2009 Sale ........................................................ Mike Cone
		 623-215-7692
		 imakepots@hotmail.com
Refreshments................................................ Melinda Louise
Field Trips ...................................................... Gard Roper and
		 Steve Martinez
By-Laws........................................................... Lois Schneberger
Web-Site ......................................................... Melinda Louise

ON THE COVER

Tephrocactus aoracanthus with six-inch-long spines!!! Fortunately, the spines are fairly flexible and pose little danger to
the passing cactus enthusiast. This Opuntioideae from Argentina does well in the Phoenix area (at least in my garden), having no problems with our heat and occasional cold
spells. Though the various cactus books that I have say to
keep this species above freezing temperatures, none of my
plants suffered during our 17°F winter. This is a relatively
slow-growing plant that does respond, though slowly, to
some careful supplemental watering. Its always a joy to see
the relatively large white flowers in the summer.
Photo taken October 2009. Laurence Garvie

Publication of material in the Central Spine does not imply agreement with the ideas expressed therin by any portion of the membership of the CACSS, nor does it constitute an
endorsement or support for any portion of such material by the CACSS, or the Central Spine, regardless of any position or office held by the author. All such material represents
a comment and/or personal opinion of the author.
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER
The Annual CACSS Silent Auction is this coming weekend
and the weather should be perfect for such an event. We’ll
start the set-up in the Wildflower Pavilion at 12:00 noon.
The Silent Auction itself will start at 2:00 pm. As in the
past there will also be a special Auction of some particularly
handsome and/or unique plants to bid on. So bring your
plants to auction off and bring some dollars (or check, or
credit card) to take some plants home with you. In this
newsletter are Auction sheets that you can include with the
plants you’re auctioning off. Make some copies as needed
for extra plants. Bring some boxes to carry your booty home
in, and if you have a few extras for folks that may have forgotten boxes that would be handy as well.

Also in this newsletter will be a ballot for the Officers and
Board Members nominated for next year. This will be
published again in the November newsletter. You have two
ways to vote: either come to the December Christmas Party
and vote in person or, if you’re unable to attend, you can fill
out the ballot and mail it directly to the CACSS mail box by
the date listed on the ballot. All mailed-in votes are secret.
Also, if you wish to nominate yourself for a position on the
Board you are welcome to do so at any time between now
and the December meeting/party.
See you at the Auction- Steve Plath

THE BIG DEAL, SPECTACULAR,
EXTRAORDINARY ANNUAL SILENT AUCTION

This amazing, not-to-be-missed-for-any-reason event will be held at the Wildflower Pavilion on the west side of
the Desert Botanical Garden.
When?

October 25th

Plants can be brought as early as noon. The silent auction will begin at 2 pm.
At some time during the next hour and a half, there will be a live auction for some of the best plants brought to
the event. Bring boxes to transport the plants you buy as boxes are not provided and remember.... it is very, very
important that you bring (and leave without) copious quantities of folding money, preferably $20’s and above.
REMEMBER - BRING PLANTS FOR THE AUCTION

BOOK SIGNING, PLANT TALK, AND
RARE PLANTS FOR SALE
Saturday, November 7th FROM 10:00 am to 2:00 pm Mary Irish, noted author, desert plant enthusiast and
gardening guru will present a short talk followed by a book sighing at
Shady Way Gardens
566 W. Superstition Blvd
Apache Junction, AZ 85120
480-288-9655, www.shadyway.com
As well as having her own extensive and unique garden, Mary is a board member of the Boyce Thompson arboretum, served as the
director of public horticulture at the desert botanical gardens for many years, teaches numerous gardening classes, consults on many
public projects, and is a very fun person! Books by Mary include Gardening in the Desert, Arizona Gardener’s Guide, Gardening in the Desert of Arizona, Perennials for the Southwest, Trees and Shrubs for the Southwest, and with co-author Gary Irish Agaves, Yuccas and Related
Plants. Come give Mary a mental workout, and pick up a special, signed book for your gardening reference. In addition, there promises
to be some rarely available rare and unusual native plants for sale at the nursery.
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Baja Adventures
Personal perspectives by Sue Hakala, Tom Gatz, Monte Crawford, and Steve Plath

Sue Hakala

monsoon doesn’t. They seem to love it.

Many people have a view of Baja gleaned from the 1950’s
stories told of a terrible unpaved road loaded with bandits. We found Highway 1 in perfect condition. The road
doesn’t have a shoulder in most places, meaning you can’t
pull off just where you want, but was in excellent condition throughout our whole trip. Gas stations with clean
restrooms are available along the route (carry your own
toilet paper), although we found it best to top off the tank
often. We did go through eight army check points during
the trip, but they weren’t scary at all. They were looking
for guns, ammunition, and drugs, none of which we had,
and took about five minutes. Grocery stores are abundant. We carried drinking water. We don’t speak very
good Spanish and with patience, found lots of English
speakers to help us when we needed it. You must have a
passport to re-enter the U.S. We found carrying cheap
walkie-talkies to communicate between cars essential,
as we occasionally got separated in big cities.

References:
Baja California: The U.S. Border to Cabo San Lucas, has
maps with details, descriptions, suggestions for lodging,
meals, sights, etc. We found the book accurate and very
helpful.
Baja California Plant Field Guide, by Norman C. Roberts,
published in 1989, has color photos, descriptions and
vague locations where plants are found. (This book is being updated by Jon Rebman, and due out in 2010.)

We went to Baja the last two weeks of March 2007. We
drove south of the U.S. border past Puerto Penasco
(Rocky Point), through the state of Sonora seeing
cardons forests right along the road, into the state of
Sinaloa to Topolobampo to take the car/truck ferry to
La Paz. It was a great Mexican experience, in what was
like an older cruise ship. The bed linens were starched
and ironed, and a hot meal was included. The ferry departs at midnight after taking hours to load. We slept
during the five-hour crossing missing the rough seas.
We then hit Highway 1 driving the entire length from
tip to top. We took many unpaved roads to gorgeous
beaches seeing Baja plants like Dudleya siempreviva,
Pedilanthus macrocarpus, Espuela del Diablo, Ferocactus
gracilis, Echinocereus brandegeei, Mammillaria dioica,
and native blue fan palms in a small remote canyon.
We stayed in moderately priced hotels until we discovered the always clean La Pinta/Desert Inn Hotel. They
had a coupon book that included a room for two for
about $80 per night, 2 drinks and 2 breakfasts. The hotels are spaced out the distance you would want to drive
in a day. Some were right on the ocean, and they made
a reservation for us everyday for that night.
Lunch was sandwiches on the road as we were usually
out looking at plants, missions, the incredible changing
landscape, and beaches. Dinner was with La Pinta or
some local seafood restaurant.
Seeing Baja plants from the ocean up to mountain tops
was very exciting, but being in the boojum/cardon
forests was something everyone should experience in
Agave shawii. Photo Tom Gatz
the area around Catavina. My favorite plant sighting
was seeing Stenocereus erucas in their sandy, foggy habitat.
Our most thrilling experience was petting, yes petting 48- Tom Gatz
foot whales in the nursery lagoons outside of San Ignacio.
In January of 2005 I traveled by van from San Diego to
The only Baja plants I grow are erucas. They grow in
Loreto with a Mexican tour company hired by the Tucson
about 2-3 inches of builder’s sand that I add as they creep
Cactus and Succulent Society of which I am a member. We
along the ground simulating their sandy habitat. I spray
returned by plane. The leader of the trip was Jon Rebman,
them with my hose to suggest coastal fog at least once a
curator of botany at the San Diego Natural History Museum.
week, and deep water them in the warm months when the Jon is a Baja plant specialist and opuntia expert. He has de4
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scribed several new species for Baja and has recently updated
the book Baja California Plant Field Guide.
The Mexican tour company handled all the hotels, food and
water very well (they specialize in whale watching tours, but
are branching out into botanical tours). We ate buffet-style
breakfasts at the hotels each morning to save time and get
out in the field sooner, ate lunch in the field prepared by
our guides while we botanized, and ate dinners after dark at
hotels or local restaurants.
My favorite thing about the trip was having the guy who
“wrote the book” as our guide. Jon identified everything green
for us, from weeds to palm trees and everything in between.
During our field lunch each day, he would give us a lecture on
some facet of Baja plant life or other botanical topic.
The incredible succulent species diversity of Cerro Colorado
near San Ignacio nick-named “Succulent Hill” (with 44 species of succulents) was my favorite place. There was a nearby
contender hill that Jon has nominated and, of course, the
Catavina boulder field with its huge sculpted white granite
boulders, red rattlesnakes, boojums, jatropha and elephant
trees, massive cardons, rock figs and blue palm trees. It was
other-worldly. We wandered the area for the better part of
one day then returned at dusk to enjoy the sunset on top a
giant boulder with a bottle of wine.
If you like birds, there are a few endemic species only found
in Baja to look for including the Xantus hummingbird (in the
south), gray thrasher and Belding’s yellowthroat.
I would recommend travelling with an extra camera. My
digital camera died on the second day of a nine day trip. Fortunately, I had a backup film camera along.
Here is one of an Agave shawii harvesting water on its waxy
leaves from the morning fog/mist along the west coast of
northern Baja.
I grow a few Baja plants:
• Baja fairy duster which needs lots of room
• Ferocactus emoryi var. rectispinus
• Creeping devil cactus (Stenocereus eruca) which likes filtered
sun
• Euphorbia misera (as a bonsai) that gets somewhat stressed
by excessive heat or cold here
• Euphorbia xantii, rock figs, that root over rock bonsai style
• Bursera fagaroides, Bursera odorata and Bursera microphylla as
bonsai but they need protection from frost
• Agave cerulata, A. sebastiana and A. shawii but be careful
with too much summer watering on Baja agaves
•Pachycormus discolor as bonsai specimens that I water once a
week all year, even when dormant

Monte Crawford
We have gone to Baja every other Christmas for a week
the last 16 years. We always drive down through Tijuana,
taking care to get through there as quickly as possible as
we feel that the vast majority of the crime in Baja is in
Tijuana. We exchange money at the Costco just inside the
U.S. border for the best rates. We fill our gas tanks there,
have small denomination bills for the toll booths ahead,
and don’t stop for anything else until we are at least as far
south as Ensenada.
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My advice is don’t tempt fate! Always travel in groups.
Don’t look wealthy or carry expensive gear. We usually
have three or four cars in our group and keep sight of each
other. We never travel alone. Cheap Motorola walkietalkies allow us to speak car to car. If one car stops, for
whatever reason, then everyone stops ... always. We only
camp in the hinterlands, places like the beach or Catavina (in rural areas, not the town). We then find a motel
at least every third day for a shower, and fuel up at every
opportunity.
I recommend that travelers carry a couple of cans of fix-aflat per vehicle. Flat tires are a certainty. Although there
are many tire repair shops, they are never where you break
down. ALWAYS carry Mexican insurance (even though
the Mexicans don’t). It is about $10/day. Buy it on-line,
not once you get down there.
We love the food and never trust the water. Even the
Mexicans don’t drink their water, so carry your own, or
buy bottled water there. Carry your own toilet paper, as
you may never find it when needed.
If you take normal precautions and plan, you’ll have
a wonderful time! Baja is like nowhere else on earth.
Nowhere will you find the bizarre plant diversity that
you will here. You can fit this trip easily into a four-day
Thanksgiving weekend. A one week trip, with two people
splitting expenses, from Phoenix to Guerrero and back
costs around $400 each. Probably the last of the great
travels bargains.
My favorite things about the trip are the plants and the
geology, particularly the area from El Rosario to Guerrero.
My favorite plants are the boojums and the elephant trees
(both bursera and pachycormus) seen from El Rosario to
Guerrero.
I find that Baja plants are accustomed to getting less water
in nature than we get in the Phoenix area. My advice is
when you plant them leave them alone!

Steve Plath
I’ve been to Baja umpteen times. My last trip was in 1991. I
always drove through Tijuana, and then camped for about
three to four days at a time before trying to find a hotel with
hot water for a bath (a challenging thing to do in Baja at that
time). We always seemed to take too much food and water for the camping component of the trip. We ate in local
restaurants on occasion with no ill effects. You gotta eat local
seafood if you go to Baja otherwise it’s a waste of a trip!
My advice is to be courteous to the locals and the military,
take American candy for the children, enjoy the trip versus
the destination, expect the unexpected, and take any spare
parts you can cram in your vehicle. Also, don’t take anything
you have to hide. We found that the very young soldiers
searching our vehicle at military checkpoints appreciated a
cold Coke. We didn’t find the Federal police as nice.
My favorite thing about the trip was the remoteness. I especially liked seeing Echinocereus lindsayi and the multitude of
pachycaul plants.
I grow a number of Baja plants, and haven’t found that they
require any special treatment.
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CACSS Ballot for Officers and Directors serving in 2009

2010

Voting Member's Name:
Officers

2010 Nominees

President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer

Steve Martinez
Lee Brownson
Lois Schneberger
Wayne Whipple

Yes

Write-in (pending nominees acceptance)

No

Alternate:
Alternate:
Alternate:
Alternate:

Directors* (These are two year terms ending in Dec. 2010)
Yes
No

Sue Tyrrel
Doug Dawson
Cindy Capek
Tom Rankin

Alternate:
Alternate:
Alternate:
Alternate:

* Note: There are four current Directors whose terms expire the end of 2009
d of 2010

Please mail to:

Central Arizona Cactus & Succulent Society
P.O. Box 63572
Phoenix, AZ 85082-3572

Ballot must be received by December 9, 2009 to be counted, or, you can vote, in person, at the
December CACSS General Meeting.
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MEMBERS’ PHOTOS - Otis Odell III

MISCELLANEA
DUES

Pay your dues! Membership is by calendar year. Annual dues $20
individual (1 newsletter, 1 vote), $25 household (1 newsletter, 1
vote per member); 1/2 price paid August-December.
Make checks payable to and mail to:
CACSS, PO Box 63572, Phoenix, AZ
85082-3572. More info: 602-852-9714.

CACSS WEBSITE UPDATES
Have you noticed the new change on our CACSS Website?
We now have “search” capability! Interested in finding out
what information we have on a particular cactus? Put the
information in the website’s search engine (on the front page
of the website) and see what comes up. Great new tool to
have on our beautiful website! Check it out.www.centralarizonacactus.org/

THE POINT OF MISCELLANEA

This page is reserved for news snippets, announcements, items for
sale etc. Email contributions to lgarvie@cox.net

Any plants for sale?? Put your ad here.

NAME BADGES

If you have any suggestions or ideas please contact Melinda
Louise at 602-326-1684 or email melindalouise@hotmail.com

PUMICE FOR SALE

If anyone is interested in buying some pumice, I can bring bags
of pumice to the meeting on Sunday. One bag - equivalent to a 5
gallon bucket full - is $2.50. Email me if you want some and how
many bags you would like.
Lee Brownson - lsbrownson@cox.net
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Interested in one of the name badges you see other members
wearing? You can have one of your very own! Talk to Jo Davis
at the meeting or send her a check for $7.50, made out to “Jo
Davis” to her home address:
2714 W. Monte Ave. Mesa, AZ 85202
Central Spine OCTOBER, 2009

CENTRAL ARIZONA
CACTUS & SUCCULENT SOCIETY
PO BOX 63572
PHOENIX, AZ 85082-3572
WWW.CENTRALARIZONACACTUS.ORG

PLANT QUESTIONS??? 					

WHOM TO CONTACT!!!

Many CACSS members have experience with different kinds of succulent plants. I hope they will add their names to the
following list ( just call or e-mail Bob Torrest). For now the list is simply alphabetical with principal interests. When more
members add their information, the list will be cross-referenced by topic.
DOUG DAWSON
480-893-1207
dawsonlithops@hotmail.com

Specializations include Flora of Namibia, Growing from Seed,
Lithops, other Mesembs, and Melocactus.

MIKE GALLAGHER
602-942-8580
mgallagher26@cox.net

Specializations include Aloes, Haworthias, Columnar Cacti, and
Turbinicarpus.

STEVE PLATH
623-915-7615
revegdude1@juno.com

Specializations include Ariocarpus, Astrophytum,
Cyphostemma, Echinocereus, Fouquieria, Thelocactus, General
Propagation, and Desert Revegetation.

CYNTHIA ROBINSON
602-615-2261
crobin500@msn.com

Specializations include Flora of Madagascar, Growing from
Seed, Caudiciform & Pachycaul Succulents, Aloes, Apocynaceae,
Burseraceae, Euphorbiaceae, Fouquieriaceae, and Succulent
Bonsai.

BOB TORREST
480-994-3868
robertst9114@msn.com

Specializations include Desert Landscaping, Unusual (including
Rare Fruit) Trees and Shrubs, Aloes, Agaves, Columnar Cacti,
Trichocereus, and Opuntia.

