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__________________________________________________ 
 

Happy Holidays to all.  Now’s a great time for a desert walk to see plants in habitat. 
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NEW BOARD MEMBERS 2026   By Joan McDonnell 

The CACSS board election is complete with the new roster starting their term in January 
2026. 

The election was conducted with the use of Election Buddy, after the candidates were 
profiled in the September newsletter.  A big thank you to Brian Simmons who set up 
Election Buddy, and fielded several queries on how that system worked in support of all 
members being involved.  

The Board of Directors, existing officers Don Begley as president, Jennifer Leavitt as 
secretary, and Tammie Jansen as treasurer, have all returned for another one year term.  
Javier Gurrola, who has been doing a fine job with our plant auctions, was elected vice- 
president. 

Pat Adler and Kim Andrews were returned to a two-year term as members-at-large.  Pat 
has also taken over the role of membership chair. 

Additionally, we have four new members-at-large joining the board, and we welcome 
their knowledge and enthusiasm as we move forward.  The new board members are 
Mary Dokes, Desi Kovacs, Lisa Moore, and JR Trevas.  

Please see the September newsletter for bios and photos of the new board members.  

The new board members were invited to attend the joint board and committee chair 
meeting in November as each chair presented their programs to the board.  This 
provided an overview of the many activities being undertaken by the club.  

New members will receive a board orientation before the January meeting and given 
access to CACSS Google Workspace, where documents are stored.  I will introduce the 
new members at both the holiday party and the January 11 club meeting.  Please 
welcome them to their new position as they strive to make this a club to be proud of.  

Three members-at-large have left the board, Chris Ginkel, who has served a long and 
honorable seven-year term; Joan McDonnell who has served four years; and Erik 
Ruggaard, who was on the team that developed the new prickly pear logo that now 
adorns all our merch. 

A big thank you to the many people who assisted so new board members have the 
support and information they need to work with this hard-working team.  
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CACTI, THE ILLUSTRATED DICTIONARY   By Rod and Ken Preston Mafham   
Reviewed by Sylvia Lee 

A CACSS member picked up this book from our library table and told me this is the best 
book published about the species (and genera, etc.) of cacti.   

In spite of what the title of the book says, not all types of cacti are included in this book.  
In the introduction, the authors state their aim, “We have set out in this volume to 

attempt the impossible, that is to illustrate all of the 
globular cacti popularly collected by enthusiasts, and to 
give them their correct scientific name.”  In the 
introduction, the authors describe and define what they 
consider “globular cacti.”  So if you have spiny globs you 
wish to identify, read on.  
  
There are numerous factors making identification difficult, 
including the fact that “the Cactaceae appear to be in a 
state of very active evolution compared with other 
plants.”  Identification of cacti “is further complicated by 
the extreme variation even within a single accepted 
species.  Sometimes, within a discrete population, plants 
growing next to each other and often from the same seed 
pod can be of a surprisingly different appearance.” 

Be sure to read the introduction.  In it the authors give explanations that will be useful 
when you begin to use the body of the book for identifying globular cacti. 

The second chapter is titled, “Using The Dictionary.”  I would say that, rather than a 
dictionary, it is an explanation of how the authors classify species and of definitions of 
their shorthand script.  The first sentence is very important.  “This book is divided into 
two sections:  The first comprises a large number of plates with accompanying notes, 
set out in alphabetical order; the second is a cross-referencing index containing most of 
the names which have been in common use during the last 20 years.”  You will 
understand this sentence, and this very short chapter, as you work on trying to identify 
cacti. 

The body of the book is full of gorgeous photographs of cacti, which will delight the eyes 
of all readers, whether or not they are interested in finding correct names for their cacti.  
Looking carefully at the pictures is educational.  The reader can study how to perhaps 
differentiate mammillaria from lobivia, for instance, by studying pictures of species of 
both genera.  Also, the reader will learn that the authors know of, and include pictures 
of, 70 species and variants of echinocereus.  

At the bottom right on page 15 (the first page of pictures) are two examples of the 
authors’ use of the word “globular cacti.”  These are Ariocarpus agavoides (Castan.)  
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Anderson and Ariocarpus fissuratus (Englm.) Sch.  They are interesting globs, 
especially fissuratus.  

The reader will quickly learn that there is no index stating on what page a given cactus 
is found.  That is because the cacti are pictured in alphabetical order by genus, then by 
species. 

This book will be very useful to all types of readers, from those who want to learn how to 
lump together and recognize the various larger categories of global cacti, and those 
who want to split and identify particular specimens down to the narrowest variants.  
Even people who are not especially interested in learning to identify various cacti will 
enjoy the beautiful pictures. 

This tome is a 10¾ by 8¾-inch book with beautiful photographs suitable for display on 
the coffee table, as well as for globular cacti identification research.  It does not contain 
any gardening information nor history of the domestication of popular species and 
variants. 

One thing the authors do not do is explain the mechanisms they use to differentiate 
species, especially how they know that plants that look different are the same species.  I 
respect their identification decisions, but I wish I knew how they were made.  I talked 
with Mikiel Pillet* after the September CACSS meeting.  He indicated that only a few 
taxonomists have the monetary backing to use DNA for identification.  Most 
taxonomists, those who are truly versed in taxonomy, do a good job of identifying the full 
Latin names of cacti by using only taxonomic skills. 

*Those of you who attended the September 28, 2025 CACSS meeting will remember 
that the speaker, Mikiel Pillet, a postdoctoral researcher at the University of South 
Florida and associate researcher at the University of Arizona, mentioned that, although 
humans are diploid (i.e., each gene has two copies), cacti are multiploid.  This means 
that each time a plant has babies, there is a much greater chance that accidents will 
occur during gene replication, and thus, more genetic changes occur which will become 
permanent. 

CONTACT INFORMATION FOR MEMBERS WILL NO LONGER BE PROVIDED IN 
THE NEWSLETTER AS ISSUES HAVE OCCURRED. To contact a board member, 
committee chair, specialist, or others use the Contact Us form on the club website. 
When filling in the form, put the name of the person in the subject field that the message 
is intended for so it can be forwarded to the appropriate person. 
Just click on the direct link:  centralarizonacactus@gmail.com   
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NOTICE FOR 2O26 CACSS DUES   By Pat Adler, membership chair 

Hello Members, 

Yikes, 2026 is just around the corner!  It’s that time to give you a heads-up about 
membership dues for 2026.  After much consideration, the board has adopted a new 
policy.  Effective January 1, 2026, dues have a slight increase of $5 for each category.  
This means a single membership for the calendar year is $25 and a family membership 
is $30.  Also, there is no discount during the year.  (The previous policy offered a half-
price discount if paid after July 1.)  

Please recall that lifetime members are exempt from paying either single or family 
membership dues. 

To remain an active member with the associated perks (for example, meeting and event 
notices, pumice pile, open gardens, guided walks, borrowing books from the library, 
PEG raffle, being an exhibitor in our annual show, and full color version of Central 
Spine), dues must be paid between January 1 and February 28, 2026.  If dues are not 
paid by February 28, membership and associated perks lapse until dues are paid.  No 
payments will be accepted in 2025 for 2026.  Only a single year’s payment is accepted. 

Watch our CACSS website for the membership link that will be active the beginning of 
January 2026. 

Reminders will be sent.  Send questions to centralarizonacactus@gmail.com. 
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PLANT LABELING   Photos and text by Gerhard Bock 

Photo 1 (left)  Seeing how I’m pretty 
obsessive about plant identification, I make 
every effort to label the plants in my garden.  
However, much to my chagrin, this is an all-
too-common occurrence that the labels break 
up. 

Photo 2 (below left)  After a while, plastic tags 
simply disintegrate—much more quickly in the 
hot sun, of course, than in the shade.  The 
thinner the plastic, the faster that happens. 

For a while, I used the tags above, but they 
seem to last no more than two years.  Then I 
switched to much thicker (and longer) tags, 
but I found them to be too hard to write on 
with a pencil.  I think they’re meant for 
permanent markers, which are anything but 
permanent.  Tags with faded writing are just 
as bad as broken tags. 

Photo 3 (below left)  After some trial and 
error, I think I’ve found my forever tags. 
They’re made of plastic that is more flexible 
and hence seem less prone to snapping, and 
even more importantly, they have a surface 
that’s rough enough to write on with a pencil 

They’re 0.8" wide x 4" long and are made by 
Foraineam.  I bought them on Amazon, 1000 
tags for $17.99.  Once I discovered how much 
I liked them, I ordered another 1000.  I should 
have enough tags to last me a few years. 

My writing tool of choice is a mechanical 
pencil.  For a long time, I used cheap plastic 
ones—the kind that come in a 40-pack for 
$10.  They’re perfectly fine, but I wanted 
something a bit more substantial, so I got a 

pack of Pentel mechanical drafting pencils in different tip sizes (0.3mm, 0.5mm, 0.7mm, 
and 0.9mm).  Honestly, I don’t really need four different tip sizes (lead diameters).  I find 
that 0.7mm or 0.9mm is great for my purposes.  I find 0.3mm and 0.5mm almost too 
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fine, but they allow me to write really small.  They’re so well made; they’re my forever 
pencils—a perfect match for my forever tags. 
 

Photo 4 (left)  For larger plants (like 
shrubs), I’ve been using tags made 
of soft aluminum.  You can write on 
them using a ballpoint pen, a stylus 
or even a nail because you simply 
emboss the letters into the 
aluminum.  You can attach them to 
plants using a piece of wire, or you 
can use metal stakes. 

AN ALTERNATIVE TO PLANT TAGS   By Editor Sue Hakala 

I tried several kinds of plastic 
labels and had them break up, 
or the birds pulled them out.  I 
didn’t like labels in every pot 
as I disliked the visual clutter.   
So, I took an in-focus close-up 
picture of each plant, placing 
the plant in bright shade for 
the picture so I wouldn’t get 
any deep shadows.  I added a 
picture of the flower when the 
plant bloomed.  I arranged the 
photos alphabetically in a 
photo album on the computer, 
with the names under the 
plant.  I did one for plants in 
pots and one for landscape 
plants.  I print the sheets out 
and keep them in plastic 
sleeves in a notebook for easy 
reference.  Now I always know 
the name, whether in a pot or 
in the ground.  I update the 
sheets annually. 
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2025 MEGA AUCTION THANKS AND TALLY   By Javier Gurrola  

Our annual Mega Auction was a tremendous success, filling Desert Botanical Garden 
with energy, enthusiasm and an impressive array of cacti, succulents and specialty 
plants.  With well over a hundred bidders participating, the event raised a total of $8,053
—an outstanding achievement made possible by our dedicated volunteers, generous 
donors and passionate plant community. 

This fundraiser plays a vital role in supporting CACSS programs, workshops and 
educational outreach throughout the year.  It was wonderful to see so many smiling 
faces out, and to watch rare and unusual specimens find new homes after some spirited 
bidding. 

We extend our 
heartfelt thanks to 
Desert Botanical 
Garden for their 
invaluable 
partnership, including 
donated items, event 
space and staff 
support.  Their 
ongoing collaboration 
makes this event 
possible and helps 
strengthen our 
shared mission. 
 
To everyone who 
volunteered, donated, 

bid, or simply joined us for the fun—
thank you.  Your commitment and 
enthusiasm are what make CACSS 
such a special community.  I look 
forward to seeing and connecting 
with all of you at future events 
throughout the coming year. 
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BOOJUM:  A SPECTACULAR DESERT PHENOMENON   By Kathleen M. McCoy 

Magic, myth and mystery surround the Fouquieria 
columnaris, more commonly known as the boojum 
tree. It is famous in Mexico as cirio because its form 
resembles a special candle used in Catholic 
religious services.  Like all aspects of the boojum, 
multiple imaginative names have been applied due 
to such unusual features.  In the ocotillo family, 
many boojums are columnar with a lot of side 
branches, i.e., standing singular straight and tall, 
although others form unique twisted, bent or curved 
shapes.  Another apt comparison is resemblance to 
a hairy telephone pole wrapped in barbed wire. 

These strange plants are bushy and covered with 
gray-green egg-like waxy leaves. The young plants 
need protection from the harsh rays of the sun.  
Once mature, the boojum needs full sun in order to 
survive.  The trunk is covered with thorned, lateral 
branches usually no more than three feet long.  
These summer deciduous plants drop the twig-like 
branches.  Their grayish bark remains relatively 
smooth until cooler temperatures prevail. 

The elders typically divide into apical stems, looking a bit like some type of arboreal 
crown.  These specialized zones of growth found at the tops of the plant are responsible 
for the extension of height and width.  Boojums can reach a height of 50 to 100 feet,  
and enjoy a life span that would make any centenarian proud.   

From July through August, at the top of the trunk, spikes clustered with aromatic, 
creamy tubular-shaped flowers dutifully move to fruit production and seed development.  
Seeds are enveloped in three-valved light brown fruit that appear flower-like when open.  
Propagation is best left to Mother Nature.  The seeds are hard to find and quite 
unreliable for propagation.  In addition, the Mexican government will provide food and 
lodging for collectors of seeds or plants, which is forbidden.  Nursery-grown specimens 
are available, but more expensive than a small hacienda, costing up to one thousand 
dollars per square foot.  No cultivars exist.  Rivaling the turtle-like growth rate of the 
saguaro, the boojum can reach about one foot every ten years, and then another 15–20 
years to reach 10 feet.   

Unlike most trees, which collect the majority of water through roots, boojums take 
advantage of absorbing mist, fog or any rain that comes their way through its leaves.  
Like many cactus, boojums accumulate moisture in the center of the trunk.  The 
succulent also has adapted to water conservation by developing a bulb shape at the 
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base of the plant that stores this liquid gold, giving it the shape of an upside-down 
carrot.  During times of drought, the leaves and tiny stems are useless and discarded.  

As bizarre as these plants are, they have no known medicinal or ethnobotanical use.  
Their peculiar shape does make for a good topic of discussion, either as a center of 
attraction for conversation in a xeric landscape, or as a favorite venue for attracting 
hummingbirds to a pollinator garden. 

In addition to the fantastic life story of this desert 
succulent, the meaning of boojum is equally 
fascinating.  The fictional “boojum” appears in several 
cultures and disciplines, and all deal with 
disappearance.  Could this vanishing act originally 
have to do with the annual dropping of the limbs?   

For the Seri, an indigenous people of Mexico, the 
boojums were giants fleeing a flood and subsequently 
transformed into trees to save their lives.  The name 
boojum has also been credited to Godfrey Sykes, a 
literate and well-traveled Englishman, who quoted 
The Hunting of the Snark, a nonsense poem by Lewis 
Carroll (1876).  The boojum was the worst of the 
worst monsters known as Snarks.  Upon seeing the 
tree for the first time, Sykes said, “Ho, ho, a boojum, 
definitely a boojum,” and the name has stuck, but is 
not limited to botanical circles.   

In the 1990’s Mermin, a well-known physicist, identified a pattern of geometrical lines 
that can softly and suddenly vanish, and declared this principle a boojum as described 
by: 

     In the midst of the word he was trying to say, 
     In the midst of his laughter and glee, 

     He had softly and suddenly vanished away -- 
     For the Snark was a boojum, you see. 

Physicists, explorers and indigenous people of Mexico each have a personal take on 
the boojum.  For a disappearing fictional monster, the boojum has certainly made 
multiple appearances across different domains.  For me, boojum is just fun to say!  
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:  2026 CACSS Monthly Club Meetings and Key Event            
Schedule  By Don Begley 

As 2025 comes to an end, we turn our attention to 2026.  All of our key events and club 
meetings will again be in Dorrance Hall at Desert Botanical Garden.  We continue to be 
flexible in scheduling our meeting dates to receive this space (free of charge) where we 
can comfortably fit a growing membership and an active auction.  We are grateful to 
Desert Botanical Garden for providing our meeting space and for supporting our 
projects. 

In 2026, we continue the momentum of our Annual Show and Sale event featuring the 
Annual Show in Dorrance Hall and a sale with over 20 vendors in Boppart Courtyard.  
What will we be adding new for 2026?  Come and see for yourself on Wednesday, 
March 24 through Sunday, March 29, 2026, and open to the public March 27-29, 2026. 

The Annual Award Ceremony will be a major part of the following month’s club meeting 
on April 19, 2026.  In 2025, this meeting was the most attended of all our monthly 
meetings, as winners and their plants were featured in a slide show.  Make sure you 
come to this event to not only congratulate the winners, but also have a chat with them 
to gain their tips in growing such wonderful plants. 

The annual Mega Auction will also be in Dorrance Hall on November 15, 2026. 

Don’t lose track of our monthly club meetings.  Mark your calendars to ensure your full 
2026 CACSS participation by attending our Sunday monthly club meetings, all in 
Dorrance Hall. 

2026 Dates for CACSS Monthly Club Meetings on Sundays at 1-4 p.m. in  
Dorrance Hall 

• January 11 
• February 8 
• March 8 
• April 19 includes  Annual Award Ceremony 
• May 24 
• June 21 
• July 26 
• August 23  
• September 27 
• November 15  

For each monthly meeting, the doors open at 12:30 p.m. for setup, and at 1 p.m. for 
meet and greet, with the formal meeting beginning at 2 p.m. for announcements and the 
speaker presentation, followed by the silent auction. 

Please check the club’s website at www.centralarizonacactus.org for more information 
as the event draws closer. 
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CACSS SHOW AND SALE MARCH 27-29, 2026   By Kathi Metzger 

The CACSS Show and Sale is only four months away.  We know everyone is admiring 
their beautiful plants and deciding which ones they will exhibit in this extraordinary 
event.  Here are some important updates. 

HOURS:  The Show and Sale will take place each day, Friday through Sunday, from 8 
a.m.-4 p.m.  As CACSS has a large cadre of early-risers, this change will allow 
volunteers and visitors the chance to take advantage of cooler morning temperatures. 

RULES AND CATEGORIES:  Please review the information available on the CACSS 
website (www.https://centralarizonacactus.org/cacss-show-and-sale-2026-save-the-
date-central-arizona-cactus-and-succulent-society.html).  Take time to view the excellent 
and informative videos from Cookie’s Cacti to help you prepare your plants for the show.  

CUTTINGS:  CACSS had a vast assortment of cuttings from members for sale at the 
2025 sale, and we would like to have even more available in 2026.  Bargain Bob’s 
Botanical Bonanza needs your help!  Save your spring trimming for late February and 
March so that we can plan any required pick-ups or provide assistance with the 
trimming so they can be brought to the show.    

SHOW AND SALE SWAG:  For the first year, CACSS will design and sell a high-quality 
commemorative t-shirt.  Get ready to show off some real pride for our club and celebrate 
all the hard work that goes into making this a fun and exciting event! 

VENDORS:  Cookie’s Cacti videos, from YouTube, will be a Show and Sale vendor.  
Jenny Kuo, best known for her videos on the Cookie’s Cacti YouTube channel, will be 
crossing over to the other side of the table for the upcoming 2026 CACSS Show and 
Sale.  She’ll be participating as a vendor on Sunday only, joining the one day sale 
tables.  

I had the privilege of speaking with Jenny about the event, and as always, her genuine 
authenticity shines through.  Her passion for all things cacti is, quite simply, in her blood.  

Curious about how filming YouTube videos and growing cacti intersect for her, I asked 
how the two worlds came together.  Jenny shared that the YouTube channel and her 
plant journey have more in common than one might expect.  “You could say I grew the 
YouTube channel from seed knowing nothing about being a content creator and making 
videos.  I learned by stumbling through it, just like with growing cactus from seed,” she 
said.  “It also requires nurturing and care and time to grow, and sometimes a bit of 
neglect as well.” 

When asked if she had a message for her future first-time customers, Jenny added:  
“I’m looking forward to bringing Cookie’s Cacti to the Show and Sale as a small first-time 
vendor.  I can’t wait to connect with growers of all experience levels.”  
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VOLUNTEERS:  The volunteer sign-up will be available in mid-January.  This event 
would not be possible without the generous support from our 740+ members.  There will 
be about 200 positions to fill.  Positions will be available from Wednesday, March 25, for 
set-up and plant delivery, through Sunday, March 29 for tear down.  Morning and 
afternoon four-hour shifts will be available.  Please consider volunteering your time so 
that CACSS members won’t have to fill multiple slots during this busy week.  

Please mark your calendars for the CACSS 2026 Show and Sale, March 27-29, 2026 to 
showcase your plants, volunteer your time, or simply attend the event and support our 
club. Thank you! 

  

 

 

CACSS  of 13 17 December 2025

Material in the Central Spine may be reprinted by nonprofit organizations (unless such 
permission is expressly denied in a note accompanying the material) provided proper 
credit is given to the Central Arizona Cactus and Succulent Society and the author, 
and that one copy of the publication containing the reprinted material is sent to the 

editor at cacsscentralspine@gmail.com.  Reproduction in whole or part by any other 
organization or publication without the permission of the publisher is prohibited.

 Be sure to visit CACSS on the web at: 
centralarizonacactus.org, Facebook, Instagram and 
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at:  CentralArizonaCactus Swap and Shop.



WHAT A BEAUTIFUL DAY FOR A WALK   By CACSS Education Committee 

The CACSS Education Committee organized a guided walk on November 2 when the 
desert burst alive following this year's exceptional monsoon season.  More than 30 
members attended, enjoying beautiful scenery with the mountains showcasing the 
desert flora and perfect weather. 

If you have visited many of 
the parks within the county, 
then you have noticed that 
the flora is different among 
the various parks.  Our 
guided walk at the Spur 
Cross Ranch Conservation 
Area was selected 
because it has the greatest 
diversity of plants due to 
receiving more rain than 
the other parks. 

We broke into three 
smaller groups for easier 
maneuvering on the trails, 
and were able to 
accommodate all levels of 
trail skills.  With our shared 
interest in plants, many 
stops along the trail were 
made to ask questions 
about specific plants or to 
share information among 
us.  The trail also took 
some of us past ancient 
petroglyphs (left), adding a 
rich cultural dimension to 
our botanical exploration. 

After the first trail loop, we 
regrouped again for snacks and hydration.  Afterwards, another longer trail hike began 
for those who could stay.  

Special thanks to our volunteer guides who shared their expertise throughout the 
morning.  We look forward to another walk with the club members in the future to share 
our common interests in desert plants and the natural beauty of our region. 
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IN PURSUIT OF UEBELMANNIA PECTINIFERA   By Kathleen M. McCoy 

One of the rarest, most sought after and vanishing cactus you will probably never meet 
resides in the house of uebelmannia.  This small group of cacti identifies with only three 
main subspecies in the uebelmannia genus:  Uebelmannia gummifera, U. buiningii and 
U. pectinifera, the most striking of the three.   

Standing at 4-20 inches tall, the solitary U. pectinifera advertises a very hard “skin” 
texture resembling an oven baked lizard-like hide with off-white scales.  Colors range 
from dark reddish green to reddish brown or murky purple, depending on exposure to 
sunlight, so identification can be tricky.  Basking in full sun results in a dusty dark brown 
to purple, while their brethren in the shade appear green with white stripes.   

Sharp, straight vertical ribs are flanked by areoles, i.e., modified branches, packed so 
closely that they almost seem like one continuous strand of the finest gray-brown alpaca 
wool, when young, and gradually disappears as the plant matures.  Areoles, a 
trademark of cactus, also play an important part in which more branches, leaves if 
present, and flowers form.   

Not the most reliable bloomer, the U. pectinifera sporadically produces yellow blossoms 
about one-half inch long and close to five inches in diameter.  These trumpet-shaped 
flowers attract bees during the daylight hours of spring to late summer.  

The U. pectinifera can ensure the continuation of its progeny through cross pollination, 
i.e., the exchange of pollen grains from one plant to the stigma of another plant, a 
common form of outbreeding ensuring genetic diversity.  Bees move the pollen while 
gathering nectar for sustenance, a mutually beneficial partnership.  The slow growing U. 
pectinifera can reach up to three feet over time while gradually shape-shifting from a 
roundish to a columnar form.   

At approximately 2,130 to 4,430 feet above sea level, the attractive cactus claims its 
home origin.  It grows naturally in a limited area on Mountain Minas Gerais in Brazil.  U. 
pectinifera sink roots into dry savanna and stony areas, anchoring firmly in cracks of 
rocks.  Other surfaces favored by U. pectinifera include patches of severely fragmented, 
small flat areas filled with organic leaf mold or, sand embedded in crystalline stones.  

Conditions like extreme drought-tolerance, pest resistance and small numbers have 
created the perfect poacher storm, leaving the plant with an endangered status.  Most 
U. pectinifera have been stolen from their natural native homeland, and due to over 
collection, the cactus now is more prolific in nurseries than in the wild.  Like playing a 
game of hide and seek, even when specialty shops advertise availability, U. pectinifera 
is difficult to find. For the purist, the probability of disappointment is high because many 
are grafted versions.   
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Should the fervor of possessing an U. pectinifera overwhelm thoughts of growing your 
own plant, attempts at propagation usually entail one of three techniques:  seeding, 
dividing and grafting.  Visit https://desertplantsofavalon.com/uncategorized/how-to-care-
for-grow-uebelmannia-cacti/ if you dare to pursue the propagation of U. pectinifera.  

Heed these words to the wise:  successful propagation of U. pectinifera by 
inexperienced cactus growers is like winning the succulent lottery.  Expanding the 
number of rare U. pectinifera  in this world, for the most part, belongs in the realm of 
seasoned cactus veterans.  Briefly stated, conditions must replicate Mother Nature’s 
requisites, and she is a tough act to follow.   

SPECIALISTS TO CONTACT WITH QUESTIONS 
 
• Tristan Davis  Specializations 

include plant propagation and 
heading PEG (Propagation 
Education Group). 

• Doug Dawson  Specializations 
include growing from seed, flora 
of Namibia, lithops, other 
mesembs, melocactus, and 
miniature cacti and succulents 
of Arizona. 

• Tom Gatz  Specializations 
include adenium, agave and 
growing succulent trees as 
bonsai (bursera, portulacaria, 
ficus, operculicarya, 
pachycormus, etc.) 

• Dean Patrick  Specializations 
in softwood stem-cuttings, plant 
division and seed starting, 
rooting cacti, agave, and aloe. 
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Pilosocereus salvadorensis seven feet tall grown from 
seed by Tristan Davis.

https://desertplantsofavalon.com/uncategorized/how-to-care-for-grow-uebelmannia-cacti/
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CACSS OFFICERS, BOARD MEMBERS AND COMMITTEE LEADERS 2025 

Officers:  President Don Begley | Vice President open | Secretary Jennifer Leavitt | 
Treasurer Tammie Jansen  

Members-at Large   
Serving through December 2025:  Pat Adler | Kim Andrews | Chris Ginkel | Joan 
McDonnell | Erik Ruggaard 
Serving through December 2026:  Stephanie Halcrow | Bob Hopfner | Ruthanne 
LaQua | Kathy Metzger | Mary Miller    

CACSS PROGRAM AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS 2025 
• Annual Show and Sale Team:  Pat Adler, Bob Hopfner, Ruthanne LaQua, Joan 

McDonnell, Kathi Metzger 
• Archivist/Historian:  Lois Schneberger 
• Auction Chair:  Javier Gurrola, Ann Winchell 
• CSSA Affiliate Representative:  Don Begley 
• Calendar Coordinator:  open 
• Donations Coordinator:  Chris Ginkel 
• Education Committee Co-chairs:  Stephanie Halcrow, Desi Kovas 
• Facebook Administrators:  Tom Briggs, Natalie Fruciano, Celeste Gornick, Ken 

Luiten, Bj Seemuth, Thom Young 
• Facebook Swap and Shop Page:  Erik Ruggaard, Tom Briggs 
• Google Workspace Co-administrators:  Emily Adler, Janet Catlett 
• Graphic Designers:  Bob Hopfner, Erik Ruggaard  
• Holiday Party:  open 
• Instagram Administrators:  Natalie Fruciano, Erik Ruggaard 
• Keeping in Touch with Members:  Jo Davis 
• Librarians:  Diana Rogers and Nancy Mumpton 
• Membership Chair:  Pat Adler 
• Newsletter Editor:  Sue Hakala 
• Outreach:  Kathi Metzger 
• Private Plant Sales at Meetings:  Chris Ginkel 
• Propagation Education Group (PEG):  Tristan Davis 
• Pumice Sales:  Rich Caravello, Bob Hopfner 
• Recognition Committee:  open 
• Speaker Coordinator:  Nadia Whiteside 
• Trip Coordinator:  open 
• Website:  Peter Bockenthien, Angela Stephens, Brian Simmons 
• YouTube Administrator:  Brian Simmons 

Direct any comments, questions, ideas to Editor Sue Hakala.
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