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Be sure to join Stefan Burger on July 30, 2 p.m. at Papago Buttes Church of the 
Brethren for a fascinating program on the copiapoa endemic to northern Chile.  He’s 

pictured here with a large population of Copiapoa cinerea ssp. columna-alba.



COPIAPOA 2023   Photos and text by Stefan Burger 


Join Stefan Burger July 30, at 2 p.m. at Papago Buttes Church of the Brethren, 
2450 N 64th St, Scottsdale for our July program.


Stefan (below) is an Australian naturalist and environmental consultant living in Chile.  
He has an academic background in Applied Sciences and developed a fascination for 
cacti and other exotic plants from a young age.  Stefan now facilitates habitat tours in 
South America, works in conservation and independently researches cacti and desert 
ecology. 


Copiapoa are endemic to northern Chile and live in one of the country's most intriguing 
habitats—the coastal Atacama fog desert.  This talk includes in-depth discussions about 
copiapoa ecology, taxonomy and conservation.  Our journey begins in Chile’s 
Antofagasta Region, on the edge of the world's driest desert, and takes us south to the 
country's Mediterranean center.


CACSS  of 2 21 July 2023



CACSS  of 3 21 July 2023

Above, Stefan with Copiapoa dealbata in the Atacama Region.  Below, 
other images from the presentation.



THE NEW PLANT EXPERT TABLE   By Joanne Johnson, Wendy Barrett, Nancy 
Mumpton, and Emily Adler


The July meeting will introduce the Expert Table.  Come by an hour before the meeting 
to chat with fellow CACSS members and ask any plant-related questions you may have!  
Joanne Johnson, Wendy Barrett and Nancy Mumpton will be July’s experts.


Joanne has lived in Arizona for 39 years.  It has taken her 30 years to figure out how to 
grow anything in Arizona.  In 2015, she became a Master Gardener.  In 2016, she 
became a member of CACSS.  Some of Joanne’s experience comes from the many 
programs of CACSS, and some comes from the Master Gardener and Smartscape 
educational programs.  She composts, mulches, propagates, xeriscapes, prunes her 
shrubs and trees, and volunteers at the County Extension demonstration gardens.  
Joanne would love to share all she has learned with all of you.


Wendy has always been a plant nerd.  She grew up in a gardening environment and 
studied botany in college.  She is a Master Gardener in two states and served as 
CACSS librarian and board member.  She is currently a DBG member and horticulture 
and conservation volunteer that has enjoyed Sonoran Desert living for 35 years.


Before moving to Phoenix in 1981, Nancy worked in the greenhouse of a garden center 
for five years.  She has been gardening here for over 40 years and a member and 
librarian of CACSS for many years.  She was also a judge for the 2023 Show and Sale.  
She belongs to a garden club in her community and has done consultations on gardens 
for the members. 
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Material in the Central Spine may be reprinted by nonprofit organizations (unless such 
permission is expressly denied in a note accompanying the material) provided proper 
credit is given to the Central Arizona Cactus and Succulent Society and the author, 
and that one copy of the publication containing the reprinted material is sent to the 

editor at cacsscentralspine@gmail.com.  Reproduction in whole or part by any other 
organization or publication without the permission of the publisher is prohibited.

Publication of material in the Central Spine does not imply agreement with the ideas expressed therein by 
any portion of the membership of the CACSS, nor does it constitute an endorsement or support for any 
portion of such material by the CACSS, or the Central Spine, regardless of any position or office held by 

the author.  All such material represents a comment and/or personal opinion of the author. 



HOW’D YOU GROW THAT PLANT   Compiled by Kathy Miller


GROWER:  Wendy Barrett


AWARD: Best Gasteria of the 2023 show


PLANT NAME:  Gasteria brachyphylla


PURCHASED:  I’ve had this plant for 10 years (?), probably found it at a

DBG plant sale when 3” pots were $7.50.  


POT:  This has been in plastic pots.  I repotted into this ceramic pot for the show.  


FERTILIZER:  I use diluted CACSS club fertilizer in the spring.


POTTING MEDIUM:  Black Gold cactus mix and pumice 50/50.  


SUN EXPOSURE:  It sits on my southern covered patio and gets morning sun and it’s 
bright all day.  I use shade cloth in winter.


WATERING:  I’m a hard grower so it’s lucky to gets watered in the summer.  


FROST PROTECTION:  Sits on a covered patio and I rarely cover it unless the cold is 
prolonged.  It gets early morning sun to warm up.


OTHER NEEDS/COMMENTS:  This plant had three inflorescences during the plant 
show.   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HOW’D YOU GROW THAT PLANT?   Photos and text by Cliff Fielding


GROWN BY:  Cliff Fielding


AWARD:  Best Succulent Collection of the 2023 Show


PLANT NAME:  A collection of Lithops


The award for best succulent collection went to a group of Lithops that were in their 
natural state after a summer and winter of above average rainfall.  An accurate picture 
of the plants at the show cannot be replicated due to the ever changing nature of these 
plants at this time of year.  The plants were in the middle of transferring the water from 
last year’s leaves to this year’s new leaves.  This slow process will completely drain the 
water reserves from the old leave pair to the new leaves.  In a normal rainfall year, the 
old leaves would be almost gone by the time of our show, requiring me to only remove 
the shriveled leaves to make the plants show ready.  The regular rainfall through the 
summer, fall and winter had the plants pumped full of water in both the old and new 
leaves.  This gives the plants a much larger and fuller appearance than normal. 


When growing these plants, it is not beneficial to maintain the old leaf pair into the new 
growing season.  As you can see in the photo, with the dry spring and the regular 
maintenance of removing of dried leaves and seed pods, the plants have now returned 
to only their new leaf pairs.  
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These plants are terrific for spring plant shows because they all have a new set of 
perfect leaf pairs that are at their most vibrant colors of the year.  Any flaws from the 
previous year are wiped away.  This is very different from some damage to a slow 
growing cactus that will persist for many years, to the entire life of the plant.  Having 
these 15- to 22-year-old plants look great is very simple, just remove any old leaves.  
The only problems, many will run into, are keeping them alive for that long and getting 
them to produce more than one or two leaf pairs.  


POTTING MEDIUM AND SUN EXPOSURE:  So how do you grow them so they can 
survive and produce many leaf pairs?  Like growing many plants, there is endless 
advice on the internet.  I have also tried many ways to convey the growth cycle of these 
plants to others.  The results are mixed.  I have had comments like, “I used to kill 90% of 
the Lithops.  Now after Cliff’s advice, I only kill 75%.”  Obviously, I am still not able to 
share simple enough instructions for most to succeed in growing these plants.  


Similar to any plant, they need the right combination of light, soil and water.  The soil is 
any fast draining mix.  I use at least 50% pumice.  The light I give them is full sun until 2 
p.m. from mid-November to mid-February.  Then I cover them with 40% shade cloth for 
the rest of the year.  Proper sun and some fertilizer will bring out the best colors.


WATERING:  Watering them seems to be the real struggle.  Understanding their natural 
growth cycle is key to the best watering strategy.  They are cool season growers that 
are able to remain in full sun with no water for their entire summer.  The water they do 
get during the winter in habitat is almost entirely from regular dew fall that does not wet 
the ground deeply.  How does this help us with how to water?  Plants do better if we 
give them regular water when they are growing.  Lithops grow in the spring and fall. 
They require little to no water in the cold of winter and the heat of summer.  They are 
opportunistic and will grow whenever they are given regular water.  


The easiest way to decide if you should water is to look at the plant.  If you were going 
on a hike where you needed a water bottle and the bottle was full, would you add more 
water?  The Lithops are like that water bottle, if the leaf pair is full and firm, that water 
will last a long time so there is no reason to try to add more water.  When the night 
temperatures cool below 80 degrees in October, it is a good time to restart regular 
watering to refill the leaves.  


In the spring, when the old leaves have shriveled, it is also good time for regular 
watering to fill the new leaves before the heat of the summer.  Surprisingly, regular 
consistent light watering weekly to biweekly works as well.  Rainfall at any time is well 
received. 


OTHER COMMENTS:  Now that you are keeping them alive, how do you increase the 
number of leaf pairs?  Nobody knows.  Some species divide much quicker than others.  
With time, some plants will produce more leaf pairs to make big beautiful rounded 
clumps.  
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PEG POINTS - The Latest from the Propagation Education Group (PEG)   Photos and 
text by Tristan Davis


Next Meeting:  Plants that can shrug off the Phoenix Summer


July 15, 9 to 11 a.m. in Dorrance Hall at the DBG


It’s almost time for the next PEG meeting. This will be the last PEG meeting at Dorrance 
Hall for awhile because the DBG will be using the space for exhibits in the upcoming 
months.  As we get closer to PEG meetings after July, I will send out information on 
where we will meet. 


This month’s PEG meeting will cover cacti and succulents that we consider “made of 
iron.”  As residents of the Valley of the Sun, I’m sure all of us have struggled with losing 
plants over the course of the harsh summers.  However, there are definitely some 
species that not only do well in our harsh environment, but some actually thrive in it!  
So, we thought July would be a good time to talk about some of these plants.


We’ll cover stuff like:


• Why do some cacti and succulents suffer in our summers?


• What are the most trustworthy summer survivors?


• How hot is too hot?


• Light vs heat; the big balancing act in the valley.


• What are some ways I can give my plants a better chance of survival through the 
summer months?


• In-ground vs. potted survival


…and, any other question you might have.


As usual, we will have plants that seem to do really well in our climate, no matter what 
the summer can throw at them.


Also, it wouldn’t be a PEG meeting without giving away free plants that connect with the 
meeting topic!  In addition to the regular giveaways for any attendee of our meetings, 
we will be having a few very special free raffles for CACSS members only of some extra 
special cacti that you should have no problem growing in our climate.  There are more 
than you think!  These specialty raffles are a benefit of being a paid member of the 
CACSS, so be sure you have renewed your 2023 CACSS membership before the 
meeting (we will be verifying member status).  Please remember to bring your CACSS 
membership name tag.


Of course, we always welcome any guests/non-members of the society and are 
welcome to participate in the giveaways, but those guests won’t be eligible for the 
specialty raffles.  
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Remember: we are NOT able to take new memberships or renewals at any PEG 
meeting.  However, you can sign up online at www.centralarizonacactus.org and pay via 
PayPal and just show me the electronic receipt on your phone.


As always, please feel free to bring along any show-and-tell plants applicable to the 
topic at hand from your own collection.  If you have any seedlings or plants related to 
the topic that you would like to donate to the free giveaways and/or raffles, please be 
sure to bring them too.  Contact me ahead of time if you are wondering if the plants you 
have would be a good addition.


If you have any questions in the interim, please contact me via email 
minime8484@hotmail.com. 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Left, Arrojadoa rhodantha and right Astrophytum capricorne.

http://www.centralarizonacactus.org
mailto:minime8484@hotmail.com


FAVORITE TOOL   Photo and text by David Hemmig


When repotting, I always found it difficult to get the soil filled and packed at the outer 
edge of the root mass when the plant is placed in the new pot.  Since the new pot is 
typically “the next size up,” this may leave only an inch or less of new space to fill with 
soil mix.  A plant that may extend over the sides, or is particularly prickly, can make this 
task more tedious.  That’s when I reach for my “2H Stick” that I made a long time ago.


The HH Stick is made from a wooden dowel where one end is rounded and used for 
tamping down soil.  The pencil sharpened end is used to push the soil mix around in the 
narrow space between the wall of the new pot and old root ball.  The stick helps 
eliminate the need for a second pair of hands.  I also frequently find other uses for this 
stone-age tool around the house.  
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE   By Cricket Peterson


June was so nice and mild, but now it’s summer.  So, as it heats up, please take care of 
yourself and the plants because it’s hot out there.  


The club is now going to adjust to using the Papago Buttes of the Brethren Church 
(2450 North 64 Street, Scottsdale, Az 85257) as our second home for our regular 
meeting place for the next several months.  Please help by bringing extra folding tables 
for the silent auctions that will be held outside in the breezeway area of the church.  
That would be a huge help.  


The next meeting is July 30 at 2 p.m.  The same day at 11 a.m. our board meeting will 
be held in the volunteer room at the DBG.  All CACSS members are always welcome to 
attend; it usually lasts about two hours. Try and stay cool and I hope to see you on July 
30.


PURPOSE OF THE CACSS IS TO:


• study, propagate and cultivate cactus and succulents

• educate members and the public

• aid conservation programs

• support the Desert Botanical Garden and other institutions


The newsletter deadline is always the fifth of the month unless announced.  Email all 
submissions to Editor Sue Hakala at cacsscentralspine@gmail.com.  Members are 

encouraged to submit medium resolution images of their plants with captions for 
inclusion in the newsletter, when and where possible.
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CONTACT INFORMATION FOR MEMBERS WILL NO LONGER BE PROVIDED IN 
THE NEWSLETTER AS PROBLEMS HAVE OCCURRED.  To contact a board 

member, committee chair, specialist or others, use the Contact Us form on the club 
website.  When filling in the form, put the name of the person in the subject field that 

the message is intended for so it can be forwarded to the appropriate person.

Just click on the direct link below:


https://centralarizonacactus.org/contact-us/

 

https://centralarizonacactus.org/contact-us/


HOW’D YOU GROW THAT PLANT?


GROWER:  Sue Hakala


AWARD:  Best Mammillaria of the 2023 show


PLANT NAME:  Mammillaria voburnensis ssp. voburnensis


PURCHASED:  2010 from a Tucson nursery


POT:  Grown in a 
shallow, wide unglazed 
clay pot.


FERTILIZER:  I use the 
club fertilizer (10-16-32) 
at half strength in the 
spring and summer 
when it’s growing.  
Elton Roberts told me 
to fertilize one last time 
in early November with 
the last watering before 
winter, as Mammillarias 
will bloom more—he’s 
right.  I do this with all 
my Mammillarias.


POTTING MEDIUM:  I 
use 1/3 cactus mix, 1/3 

small grind pumice and 1/3 perlite.  In a large pot like this one, I add a handful of extra 
pumice and one of sterilized 1/4” granite to help the soil dry out quickly.


SUN EXPOSURE:  It grows behind 30% shade cloth all the time.  If temperatures are 
forecasted to be over 90F at night, I bring it in.


WATERING:  Watered weekly in the warm months, if it doesn’t rain, and not at all in the 
humidity and winter.


FROST PROTECTION:  This plant is kept in my heated plant house in the cold months.  
If it is forecasted to be 35F or less, it comes in just for the night as I don’t want to take 
any chances.  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“SKIRTS” OF DEAD LEAVES MAY PROTECT TREE ALOES FROM WILDFIRE  
Photos and text by Tom Gatz


During Scott McMahon’s excellent presentation on Namibia in May 2023, he mentioned 
that the “skirts” of dried leaves on some tree aloes provide protection from the elements.  
You may be surprised to learn what element some researchers believe the aloes are 
being protected from. 


In nature, almost all forms have function. You may have noticed that the trunks of some 
of the taller aloes such as Aloe ferox and Aloe marlothii, when not intentionally pruned, 
are clothed in a layer of persistent, dead leaves, almost making them look like they are 
wearing a shaggy skirt.  I wondered why.  As a new horticulture volunteer at the Desert 
Botanical Garden, I was instructed not to remove these dead leaves and was told that 
they likely protect the trunk from sunburn.  Other researchers have suggested that 
perhaps they protect the trunks from the cold at night, or maybe the thorny mass of 
dead leaves deter unwanted wildlife in search of water, nectar or seeds.  Hmm.  


These explanations seemed to make sense until I noticed that other species of tree 
aloes, such as Aloe dichotoma and its hybrid Aloe ‘Hercules’, naturally shed their old 
leaves; yet their bare trunks haven’t been damaged by the sun, cold or animals.  In fact, 

CACSS  of 13 21 July 2023

Aloe marlothii with and without a ‘skirt' of dried leaves.  
Witkoppen Wildflower Nursery in South Africa notes that 
“the bark is often hidden by a ’skirt’ of old dead leaves, 
often blackened by fire.”  In spite of showing a photo of 
aloes with the dead leaves removed, the nursery 
recommends “you do not remove the skirt of dead leaves 
as they provide safe homes to many birds and animals.”



I noticed that Aloe ferox that have their dead leaves manually removed at some of the 
resorts around town and even at the Boyce Thompson Arboretum appear to have 
survived for several years with their protective ‘skirts’ removed.  


In their natural habitat in southern Africa, where the green leaves are harvested for their 
medicinal properties (mostly as a laxative but also for arthritis), they also survive without 
the dead leaves, at least until a wildfire passes through the area.   So, if the dead leaves 
aren’t needed to protect the aloes from the sun, cold or wildlife, could they be protecting 
them from fire? 


I located a study published in 1983 in the science journal Oecologia by W. Bond on the 
purpose of retaining dead leaves by several species of tree aloe.  Bond proposed that 
dead-leaf retention provided thick, corky, fire-resistant ‘bark’ in a fire-prone habitat.  He 
found that wild aloes with many dead leaves had less mortality from fires than those 
with fewer leaves.  His laboratory studies confirmed the insulating properties of dead 
leaves.  He also observed that bare-stemmed species of southern African aloes were 
confined to fire-free habitat, while ‘fully-clothed’ species occurred in both fire-prone and 
fire-free habitats.  Natural selection has apparently favored the survival of shaggy aloes 
in fire-prone areas.  He cautioned that harvesting leaves of Aloe ferox for medicinal 
purposes could increase their mortality in fire-prone areas. 


Many of us prefer the natural look and keep the shaggy skirt of dead leaves on our tree 
aloes, so I’m not advocating trimming them off.  However, if you choose to remove the 
dead leaves from aloes (or from any plants growing in our hot sun), I would only do so 
in the late fall or early winter to allow the trunks to acclimate to the sunlight before the 
heat of summer arrives.  Cathy Babcock and Chad Davis, from the Desert Botanical 
Garden, observed some Aloe ferox in southern California that were apparently trimmed 
at the wrong time of year and suffered sun damage in a particularly hot summer.  Club 
member Gay Hendricks and I also noticed another function that these stiff, persistent 
dead leaves may serve, at least in horticultural situations.  Some young tree aloes often 
become top heavy and the dead leaves may serve as supports to prop them upright 
until the trunks thicken up enough to support themselves.
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THE DESERT SMELLS LIKE RAIN     By Mikayla Mace Kelley, University 
Communications, University of Arizona 


The smell of desert rain may be good for your health.  Don't hold your breath waiting for 
rain in the desert.  Instead, breathe easy knowing that the desert fragrances after a 
storm help keep you healthy and happy, according to new University of Arizona 
research.


Desert dwellers know it well; the smell of rain and the feeling of euphoria that comes 
when a storm washes over the parched earth.  That feeling, and the health benefits that 
come with it, may be the result of oils and other chemicals released by desert plants 
after a good soaking, new University of Arizona research suggests.


"The Sonoran Desert flora is one of the richest in the world in plants that emit fragrant 
volatile oils, and many of those fragrances confer stress-reducing health benefits to 
humans, wildlife and the plants themselves," said Gary Nabhan, a research social 
scientist at the University of Arizona Southwest Center and the Kellogg Endowed Chair 
in Southwestern Borderlands Food and Water Security.  He is also the author of The 
Desert Smells Like Rain.


Nabhan is lead author of two new studies, one in the International Journal of 
Environmental Research and Public Health and the other in Desert Plants, a botanical 
journal published by the Boyce Thompson Arboretum near Superior, Arizona.  The 
studies explain how volatile organic compounds that evolved to protect plants from 
damaging solar radiation, heat waves, drought stress, and predatory animals may also 
have health benefits for humans.


Nabhan was inspired to investigate the health benefits of desert fragrances after 
learning about "forest bathing," an ancient practice that originated in the coniferous 
forests of eastern Asia and involves spending time in nature to help reduce stress and 
improve overall well-being.  At first, Nabhan was disappointed by the fact that the 
nearest forests to him are thousands of feet high in the Catalina Mountains, which reach 
their highest point about an hour-and-a-half drive from central Tucson.


"But then I thought, some of those same compounds are found in desert plants," 
Nabhan said, "and we know we have tremendous fragrances at certain times of the 
year, especially right after the thunderstorms of the monsoon."


The Southwest monsoon season typically runs from June 15 to Sept. 30. About half of 
the region's average annual rainfall occurs over the course of those three-and-a-half 
months.  Nabhan and his collaborators, Eric Daugherty, a former intern at the 
Southwest Center, and Tammi Hartung, a co-owner of Desert Canyon Farm in Canyon 
City, Colorado, identified 115 volatile organic compounds in 60 species of plants in the 
Sonoran Desert that are released immediately before, during and after rain.  Of these, 
15 have been shown in past studies to offer tangible health benefits.


CACSS  of 15 21 July 2023

https://swc.arizona.edu/
https://www.mdpi.com/1660-4601/19/6/3250
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https://btarboretum.org/desert-plants-journal/


"The fragrant volatile organic compounds from desert plants may in many ways 
contribute to improving sleep patterns, stabilizing emotional hormones, enhancing 
digestion, heightening mental clarity, and reducing depression or anxiety," Nabhan said.  
"Their accumulation in the atmosphere immediately above desert vegetation is what 
causes the smell of rain that many people report.  It also reduces exposure to damaging 
solar radiation in ways that protect the desert plants themselves, the wildlife that use 
them as food and shelter and the humans who dwell among them.”


Many desert plants produce more volatile oils during the summer to protect themselves 
from harsh conditions, Nabhan said.  "The production of the oily compounds is 
happening during the extreme droughts and severe heat waves, but they remain on the 
leaves until we get the onset of the summer rains.  We used to think that during the 
summer rains, those oily and gummy substances were washed off and went into the air, 
but now there's some evidence that with humidity and the fierce winds that we get with 
the onset of the rain, they are released into the atmosphere even before the rain 
actually falls and contribute to that incredible surge of anticipation that you feel right 
before the first raindrop of a thunderstorm.  From there, they travel into our lungs and 
into our bloodstream within minutes."


The creosote bush (Larrea tridentata) is one of the most iconic plants in the Sonoran 
Desert and is often cited as the plant that gives the desert its familiar smell when it 
rains.  One of the healing compounds that contributes to creosote's familiar smell is 
trans-caryophyllene, which actually comes from a fungus that lives inside the plant 
rather the plant itself, Nabhan said.
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Creosote bush in bloom by the National Park Service.



CENTRALARIZONACACTUS FACEBOOK PAGE   By Michelle Schrade


This month’s posts on CentralArizonaCactus FB page included some great photos of 
the CACSS’s trip to San Diego nurseries and the San Diego Cactus and Succulent 
Show.  Wendy Barrett and Veronika Countryman posted beautiful photos of their trip on 
June 4-5.  CACSS member, Nick Diomede, posted spectacular plant photos from the 
annual CSSA Show and Sale he attended in California.


I was really proud of our CACSS members for answering a multitude of questions about 
plant care, identification, pest control, and watering posed by FB members.  Many of 
you gave great advice to gardeners who were struggling with caring for their cactus and 
succulents.  I love reading these posts because I usually take away a nugget of 
information I can use in my own garden.


It seems like more and more FB page members are growing plants from seed!  This 
month, Tristan Davis posted a photo of 24 taxa of melocactus he has grown from seed.  
Amazing!  June 22, Rick Rosenberg posted a photo of a Bursera microphylla he has 
grown from seed collected at South Mountain, and June 26, Wendy Barrett posted a 
photo of her Mammillaria mazatlanensis grown from seed from a CACSS PEG meeting.


Each month a photo of a cactus and succulent posted by CentralArizonaCactus 
members is selected for recognition.
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Above left, Cactus of the Month:  Cereus sp. posted June 10 by Rick Rosenberg.  Right, 
Succulent of the Month:  Mangave ‘Spotted Dotty’ posted June 23 by Cameron Davis.



FAVORITE TOOL   Photo and text by Nancy Mumpton


These tongs are well used favorite tools in my garden.  I purchased each of them at 
places such as Goodwill and Salvation Army stores for $1 to $2.  I use them all the time 
to grab gently onto cactus pads of varying thicknesses that I am potting up or planting in 
the ground. They work like a charm. 


Because they are at least 12 inches long, I also use them, with elbow length gloves, 
when pulling annoying weeds from the middle of cactus clusters in the ground.  Try 
them for yourself.  Very little to lose!  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 LIBRARY NOTES  By Co-Librarian Diana Rogers


Our CACSS library now has both the Spring and the Summer issues of the Cactus and 
Succulent Journal.  The summer issue includes the 2023 International Succulent 
Introductions from the Huntington.


Updated reminder about the CACSS Library Collection and Policies:

• Checking out books, journals or magazines is only available to current, paid 

members:  We limit each member in good standing to 2 items for 2 months.  DO 
NOT borrow a book if you will not be able to return it when due.  If an item 
becomes overdue, we send an email reminder shortly before the next meeting.  If 
a book is lost, damaged or not returned, borrowers will incur the replacement 
cost.  If there’s a waiting list for a book, we’ll limit the check-out period to one 
month.  


• PLEASE return items by placing only in the RED book return bin on the library 
tables. 


• The collection:  Since our CACSS books do not have a permanent home, it’s now 
a “portable collection” transported by volunteers to approximately nine meetings 
per year.  Of course, this means not every title will be available at every meeting.  
Contact the librarians if you would like to borrow a specific title. 


• A listing of the materials owned is available on our website.  Choose ‘Library’ 
from the drop down menu then use the links for books, journals and periodicals 
to search for specific titles. 


• Donations:  If you want to donate an item or items, please put a slip in each item 
with your name.  If you want your item returned if we cannot use it, state that on 
the slip with your name. 


• Library donation policy:  We reserve the right to put items in the CACSS 
collection, sell on Amazon or eBay, sell at meetings or donate to other libraries.  
All these decisions are according to the librarian’s knowledge and research on 
the donation.


• Library borrowing policy:  If a book is not returned after three overdue notices, 
the borrower will be charged the cost to replace the title in our collection.  Please 
contact the librarians if you have lost or damaged a book. 


If you have questions or requests, please contact:  Co-Librarians Nancy Mumpton or 
Diana Rogers.
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CACSS OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2023


Officers:  President Cricket Peterson | Vice President Chris Ginkel | Secretary Joanne 
Johnson | Treasurer Nick Diomede 


Members-at Large:  Emily Adler | Pat Adler | Kim Andrews  | Don Begley | Debbi 
Bertolet | David Hemming | Elaine Hu | Joan McDonnell | Kathy Metzger | Mary 
Miller 


CACSS PROGRAM AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS 2023

• Annual Show/Sale Chair 2023:  Nick Diomede

• Archivist/Historian:  Lois Schneberger

• Auction Chairs:  Chris Ginkel, Nick Diomede

• Audit Committee:  Mike Gallagher

• Central Arizona Cactus Swap and Shop Page:  Chris Ginkel 

• CSSA Representative:  Mike Gallagher

• Facebook Coordinators:  Tom Briggs, Chris Ginkel, Celeste Gornick, Ken Luiten, 

Thom Young

• Holiday Party 2023:  Sue Glenn

• Co-Librarians:  Diana Rogers and Nancy Mumpton

• Keeping in Touch with Members:  Jo Davis

• Membership:  Beth Kirkpatrick

• Newsletter Editor:  Sue Hakala

• Private Plant Sales at meetings:  Sue Tyrrel

• Programs:  Elaine Hu

• Propagation Education Group (PEG):  Tristan Davis

• Pumice Sales:  Tom Briggs

• Website:  Anna-Rosa Lampis
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SPECIALISTS TO CONTACT WITH QUESTIONS 

• Tom Briggs  Manages the pumice 
pile.


• Tristan Davis  Specializations 
include plant propagation and 
heading PEG (Propagation 
Education Group).


• Doug Dawson  Specializations 
include growing from seed, flora of 
Namibia, Lithops, other Mesembs, 
Melocactus, and miniature cacti and 
succulents of Arizona.


• Chris Ginkel  Co-manages the 
Facebook page and CACSS Swap 
and Shop page.


Always looking for more 
members to list here.


• Anna Rosa Lampis  Manages the 
website.


• Ken Luiten  Manages the Instagram 
page


• Dean Patrick  Specializations in 
softwood stem-cuttings, plant 
division and seed starting, rooting 
cacti, Agave, and Aloe.


• Diana Rogers and Nancy Mumpton  
Co-librarians for CACSS collection


• Sue Tyrrel  Manages selling at 
meetings.
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Any comments, suggestions, thank 
yous, etc., please submit to the Central 

Spine Editor Sue Hakala.

CONTACT INFORMATION FOR MEMBERS WILL NO LONGER BE PROVIDED IN 
THE NEWSLETTER AS ISSUES HAVE OCCURRED.  To contact a board 

member, committee chair or specialist, use the Contact Us form on the 
club website.  When filling in the form, put the name of the person in the 

subject field that the message is intended for so it can be forwarded to the 
appropriate person.


Just click on the direct link below:

https://centralarizonacactus.org/contact-us/


 

https://centralarizonacactus.org/contact-us/

