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Facebook Cactus of the Month:  Echinocereus x roetteri posted December 13 
by Jeff Thompson.



MEXICO, THE HIDDEN TREASURES OF COAHUILA                                    
Photos and text by Wendell S. (Woody) Minnich


Join Woody for our monthly program on January 29, 2 p.m. at the Desert 
Botanical Garden.


Mexico is thought by many to be the richest region in the 
world for cacti.  For all those individuals who travel in search 
of rare and unusual cacti, their first choice is often Mexico.  
The Sierra Madre Oriental is considered the center of 
diversity for Mexican genera, ranging from Ariocarpus to 
Aztekiums, Echinocereus, Ferocactus, Geohintonia, 
Gymnocactus, Mammillaria, Obregonia, Pelecyphora, 
Thelocactus, Turbinicarpus, and many, many more.  Due to 
the plethora of plants found in the states of Tamaulipas, 
Nuevo Leon, San Luis Potosi, and Hidalgo, most field 
workers have just decided to ignore the little explored 
Coahuila.


For most of us, Coahuila, and its neighboring state of Chihuahua, was often only used 
as drive-throughs on our way to the succulent rich south.  In recent years, many of the 
serious plant explorers have started finding new backcountry roads in these two states.  
These new roads have graciously opened up some of the rarely explored areas to 
extremely remote regions, and some of these backcountry roads (trails) are not even 
found on the maps!  Coahuila, as close as it is to the USA, actually has some of the 
least explored and most remote regions in all of Mexico. 


On our trip through Coahuila, we drove for 
many hours without ever seeing other vehicles 
or backcountry people.  There were no urban or 
agricultural developments as these wild places 
are still virtually untouched!  The valleys and 
mountains of these expanses will surely offer 
many new species for the field worker willing to 
do some serious exploring.  Near the roads, if 
you wish to call them roads, I saw only a few 
dried up old ghost towns where, apparently 
some tough old Mexicans, probably from the 
Poncho Villa era, once resided.


From the unknown territories of Coahuila, there 
have been numerous new cacti and other succulents discovered and rediscovered.  The 
crown jewel of these new plants is the fantastic Mammillaria luethyi.  It was lost for over 
60 years since its original siting, growing in a rusted tin can on a dusty ranchito porch.  
All of us exploring Mexico had searched for this very special Mammillaria, until only a 
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Woody in the Rio Grande 
Do Sul, Brazil with 

Notocactus 
uebelmannianus.

Mammillaria luethyi in central Coahuila, 
east of Big Bend Texas.



few years ago, Luethy found it in northern Coahuila.  The Sierra del Carmen, which 
abuts the Rio Grand and the Big Bend National Park, has also been the origin of other 
new species.  Close to this area, we discovered a new, very beautiful Echinomastus, or 
possibly Gymnocactus?  Also from this region, we found a very handsome red Sedum, 
as well as Echinocereus longisetus and the northern most of the Echeverias and 
Echeveria strictiflora.  In a remote dry lake bed, Laguna la Leche, we admired the 
amazingly cryptic Escobaria abdita.  Wow, just some of the treasures of Coahuila!


This trip was also to be an adventure in seeing some of the brand new Agaves, 
Echeverias, Astrophytums, Echinocereus, and Mammillarias.  We scored on almost 
everything we went to see, and never in the 45 years that I have traveled Mexico have I 
seen it so green.  This talk will also feature many cacti and other succulents that have 
never been seen in books or presentations.  Come explore Mexico with me!


WENDELL S. (WOODY) MINICH:  A BRIEF BIOGRAPHY 

	 

Woody, as he is commonly known, grew up in the Mojave Desert, and has had an 
attraction to desert plants and animals since the early 1950’s.  He has been involved 
with the cactus and succulent world for over 52 years, as a grower, field explorer, club 
and organization leader, writer, photographer, lecturer, and presenter.

	 

Having been a speaker all over the world, Woody is most often associated with giving 
presentations on his field work from the places he has traveled, such as:   Argentina, 
Australia, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Madagascar, Mexico, Namibia, New Zealand, Peru, 
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Left, Astrophytum coahuilense in the Cerro Bola, Coahuila.  Right, Aztekium ritteri in the Rio Pelon near Reyones, Mexico.



Socotra, South Africa, the United States, and Yemen.  To date, this makes 128 major 
trips.  


He is also recognized for having operated the nursery Cactus Data Plants since 1975.  
Woody’s show quality plants were often considered one of the standards for staging and 
horticultural achievement.  His favorite genera include:  Adenium, Ariocarpus, 
Astrophytum, Copiapoa, Cyphostemma, Fouquieria, Gymnocalycium, Lithops, 
Mammillaria, Melocactus, Pachypodium, Turbinicarpus, Uebelmannia, and Pachycauls 
in general. 


He has published numerous articles and reviews in various journals like the Cactus and 
Succulent Society of America’s Journal, and his photography is featured in many books 
including:  The Copiapoa by Schulz, The Mammillaria Handbook by Pilbeam, The 
Cactus Lexicon by Hunt and Charles, as well as many others.  As of November 2017, 
he is featured as the primary photographer in the sold out book The Xerophile (the 
CACSS library has a copy).  This book specializes in what the authors call, “the 
obsessed field workers” from around the world.  He is also featured in electronic articles 
about conservation from MNN Mother Nature Network and The Guardian Newspaper.


	 

Woody and his wife, Kathy, live 
in Cedar Grove, New Mexico.  
He is a retired secondary 
school teacher of 32 years.  He 
taught graphics, art and 
architecture.  In the cactus and 
succulent hobby, Woody is 
recognized for his high energy 
and creative spirit.  As an 
educator, he has become an 
important part of the hobby and 
thus is an honorary life member 
of thirteen cactus and succulent 
societies across the country.  
He has been president, show 
and sale chair, newsletter 
editor, program chair, and plant 

of the month coordinator.  Woody has also served on the CSSA board and numerous 
societies in many other leadership positions.  He is a co-creator, and currently the 
president, of the Santa Fe Cactus and Succulent Club.  With 52 years in the hobby and 
64 years in the field, he has many experiences to share and thousands of photos to 
show.
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Fouquieria shrevei in the Cuatro Cienegas region of Coahuila, 
Mexico.



HOW TO GROW ALOES IN ARIZONA   Pictures and text by Dean Patrick


Aloes belong in the Asphodelacae family and adapt 
quite well to Arizona. Growing aloes in Phoenix is not 
difficult, if you follow a few rules.  Most species like 
dappled light (about 50%) that can be found on the 
north or east side of your house.  Several species 
can take full Phoenix summer sun, but read the label 
and be careful.  If you grow the larger variety, they 
can take more sun.  Read the label and follow the 
recommendations, or ask a fellow club member or 
me for advice.



Aloes are winter growers and do not need much 
water in the summer.  They do well in clay pots with 
a drain hole, enjoying a small amount of fertilizer in 
the growing season.  In ground is ok too if you watch 
the sun.


When your plants are producing pups, you can separate them, let them dry a few days 
and then give them a new home starting more plants.  


I have found that aloes do not need much attention and can pretty much take care of 
themselves.  Good luck, and feel free to contact me with questions.
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Aloe nobilis hybrid mitriformis

Left, Aloe 
camerooniana, right 
Aloe ‘Goliath’ a giant 

hybrid.



CACSS HONORARY LIFETIME MEMBERS   By Membership Chair Beth Kirkpatrick


Each year CACSS members are asked to nominate members who have made 
significant contributions to the Society’s purpose and activities over many years in 
diverse capacities and contribute to the education of members and the public on cacti 
and other succulents.  Mike Gallagher, Sue Hakala and Beth Kirkpatrick attained 
Honorary Lifetime Membership in 2022 and were recognized at our holiday party in 
December.


Listed below are all CACSS members who have given prolonged and dedicated 
leadership and service to our club.  They receive an Honorary Lifetime Member 
certificate of appreciation, a special name badge and no longer pay any dues.  Thank 
you to all!


Cathy Babcock

Lee Brownson

Jo Davis

Doug Dawson

Jim and Electra Elliott

Mike Gallagher

Joyce Girvin


Sue Hakala

Beth Kirkpatrick

Leo Martin

Scott McMahon

Gard Roper

Lois Schneberger

Wayne Whipple 

BEGINNER’S CORNER   Editor Sue Hakala


If you are new to cactus and succulents, or just want more information on how to grow 
your plants well in the low desert, turn to the Central Spine index of articles.  We 
gathered many of the newsletters from the club since 1973.  The articles have been 
indexed to make it easy for you to find the info you need.


Go to the club website, centralazcactus.org.  Hoover over the Newsletter tab, and click 
on the Index tab when it appears.  This takes you to all the Indexes.  Click on the 
Miscellaneous Index.  Look under the Beginner’s heading (it comes up first) and note 
the month and year of an article that you’d like to read.  Go back to the Newsletter tab, 
click on it, then find your article by month and year.  Click on the month and year and 
scan for the article.  Read all the articles under the Beginner’s heading.  When you’re 
done, go back and read them again.  Print some out to save for reference.  


There is an current ongoing effort by a group of dedicated members who are going 
through all the indexed articles to make them easier to access with a weblink.  More on 
that soon.  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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE   By Cricket Peterson


2022 was a good year for the club.  We had fabulous speakers thanks to Elaine Hu and 
a well-run Mega Silent Auction thanks to Chris Ginkel and Nick Diomede.  Volunteer 
board members helped make important decisions for our club.  Mostly it doesn’t happen 
without the participation of all the great club volunteers that help whenever possible.  So 
“Thank You” to all those volunteers. 


I’m looking forward to 2023 with some great speakers already lined up:  Woody Minnich, 
January; Jeff Moore, February; Steve Plath, April; Scott McMahon, May; and Michiel 
Pillet, June.  


Be sure to participate in the January 14 field trip to Boyce Thompson Arboretum for 
three different tours starting at 11:30 a.m.  Please sign up so we have a head count for 
BTA on how many members to expect for the tours.


March 28-April 2 is our big Annual Show and Sale at the DBG where we will need lots of 
volunteers to make it a success.


We have a tentative June trip to San Diego planned by Mike Gallagher and Joan 
McDonnell.


In the February/March issue, we will have an article coming out in the Phoenix Home 
and Garden Magazine regarding the Annual Show and Sale.  I had help with the input 
from Lois Schneberger, Chris Ginkel and Sue Hakala.  I appreciate the information and 
pictures that were provided  to put this together.


Thank you to the outgoing board members for your service to the club:  Lois 
Schneberger, Barbara Macnider, Steve Gilbert, Emily Glenn, and Celeste Gornick.


Welcome our new board members for 2023:  Kathy Metzger, Debbi Bertolet, Emily 
Adler, Elaine Hu and David Hemming.


The CACSS has 602 paid members as of December 2022.  Remember to pay your 
dues if you haven’t.


Central Arizona Cactus and Succulent Society, a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, 
established in 1973, is an affiliate of the Cactus and Succulent Society of America.  We 

are grateful to the Desert Botanical Garden for providing our meeting space and 
supporting our projects. 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CONGRATULATIONS TO BETH KIRKPATRICK CACSS HONORARY 
LIFETIME MEMBER   By Jo Davis


Beth is originally from Michigan.  She lived in England for 3.5 
years where she was an executive with a global information 
technology company until her retirement.  She and her husband, 
John, who loves to golf, then moved to Arizona and now live in 
Sun Lakes.  They have two daughters, Brooke and Erin, and 
three grandsons. 


She is a Master Gardener and spends a lot of time in her 
garden.  She always has beautiful centerpieces on her table as 
she is a floral designer and flower show judge and particularly 
enjoys doing Ikebana arrangements.  She also enjoys traveling, 
quilting, and reading.


Her favorite plants are agaves, but she also likes cactus and succulents.

Beth has been a great asset to the CACSS: 	  


• She has been a member since 2009 

• Served as a director for four terms:  2011-2015, 2018-2020 

• Served as president for two terms:  2016-2017 

• Served as co-chair for the 2017 Cactus and Succulent Society of America’s 

biannual convention hosted by our club in Tempe

• Served as website coordinator from 2013 to 2021  

• She currently maintains the membership database and has been membership 

chairman since 2011

• She sends out all the club emails
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Publication of material in the Central Spine does not imply agreement with the ideas expressed therein by any portion of the 
membership of the CACSS, nor does it constitute an endorsement or support for any portion of such material by the CACSS, or the 

Central Spine, regardless of any position or office held by the author.  All such material represents a comment and/or personal 
opinion of the author. 



CHOOSING THE PERFECT PLANT   By Artie Chavez


From Cactus Chronicle, Los Angeles.  Seen in The Prickly Press newsletter of the 
Kansas City Cactus and Succulent Society.


Shopping for plants is probably the most enjoyable part of the hobby and may be the 
most difficult process we will encounter as collectors.


As we walk through a 
nursery or the sales 
area of a show, we 
should have some idea 
as to what we want to 
buy.  A little forethought 
will make our buying 
trips a bit easier and 
more enjoyable.  We 
have all experienced the 
loss of sanity with our 
initial visit to a nursery.  
Our first urge is to load 
up our flat with happy 
abandonment, until we 
start to add prices up 
and realize the amount 
of money that sits on our 
flat.  After we regain 
consciousness, we 
begin to put things back 
as fast or faster then we 
gathered them, before 
anyone sees us.


We now step back and 
take a deep breath. 
Before we start pulling 

plants again, this time we take our time and study our choices.  Once we have narrowed 
our choices to specific species, the true shopping can begin.  


We have found that one really rare and elusive species that we have looked for so long, 
and to our amazement, there is an entire flat full to choose from.  Our problem is we can 
only have one.  Which is the best?  That's the magic question we all try, at one point in 
our horticultural life, to answer.  Is there really an answer to this question?  NO!  The 
perfect plant will differ from one grower to the next.  Don't despair.  There are basic 
guidelines that will help you make better choices when buying plants. 
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Ferocactus gracilis var. coloratus by Janusz Rekas.



A little knowledge of the plant will help you in your decision.  What are its growth habits 
or particular characteristics; what should you look for?  Make sure the plant is in good 
health and in growth.  It should be symmetrical, have even growth and be pest free.  It 
should not have broken branches, missing spines, different growth periods, or grunge 
creeping up the stem.  The plant should not be etiolated (pinhead), scarred, emaciated, 
or look pumped or forced.  “Pumped" or “forced" refers to a plant that has been fed with 
heavy doses of fertilizer regularly to increase size at a rapid rate.  If you purchase one 
of these plants, you should try to wean it off of its steady diet of fertilizer, thus hardening 
it off.  


We face one more problem, because not only will we have to choose which plant, but 
which size of plant we want to grow.  This decision hinges on the amount of money we 
want to spend.  So it's seedling vs. specimen.


Each has its advantages.  With seedlings we have the opportunity to mold our own 
specimen.  We can do so by constant pruning and training, developing a caudex and 
tuberous roots to our own fancy.  With cacti, we may be able to develop clumps and be 
able to maintain a constant and even growth.  With seedlings, it may be possible to 
obtain some of the rare species that are too expensive in specimen sizes.  The 
advantages of purchasing specimen-sized plants are that the plants may have taken 
many years to develop into a specimen.  Also, specimens will be a mature plant that will 
flower sooner than a seedling, which will hasten the possibility of setting seed.  With 
specimen-sized plants, we may be able to obtain plants that are difficult to propagate.


After all of those preliminary decisions have been answered or solved, let's examine the 
flat that sits before us.  What special features or attributes should we look for in a flat of 
plants that, on first inspection, all seem to be identical?


There are certain elements that separate an individual plant from the rest.  In succulents 
or cacti, it may be a bulging or distorted pot, indicating a well-developed root system.  
An unusual leaf form or color might suggest a plant that is well branched.  Maybe there 
are signs that variegation or cresting will occur.  Some kind of unusual clump may have 
developed, or the plant may exhibit an unusual size, color, number of flowers, very long 
or colorful spines, unusual rib count, or markings.  When looking at plants, the primary 
objective is to find the best and possibly the most unusual plant available at the time, 
which could give us that one-of-a-kind plant that everyone envies.
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SUE HAKALA -CACSS HONORARY LIFETIME MEMBER                                                       
By Tom Gatz and Lois Schneberger


Everyone in our club really appreciates Sue Hakala as the outstanding editor of our very 
professional club newsletter, the Central Spine. 


 

A former educator, Sue knows the value of information and 
the importance of making that information readily available 
to our club, especially the newer members.  Her first task, 
after assuming the editorial position in 2016, was making the 
contents of the newsletters on the club’s website accessible 
to the membership through a series of indexes.  She sought 
input from members on what indexes would be the most 
useful. 


Sue is a prolific writer for our newsletter, contributing over 80 
articles both before and after assuming the position of 
Central Spine editor.  Her articles cover a wide range of 
topics from black widow spiders, summer heat, fly fertility, 
and different plant species.   She is constantly coming up 

with new features in order to generate interest and participation among the club 
members, e.g., Ask the Expert.


She has been the spark plug responsible for encouraging club members to contribute 
articles and photos to the newsletter.  Sue always puts an emphasis on sharing 
information specific to growing things here in the desert southwest and makes the 
newsletter fun and interesting by inviting members to submit articles on such topics as 
What Was Your First Plant?, Favorite Tool and even plant tattoos.  She encourages 
readers to submit photos of favorite corners of their yards and gardens.


Amazingly, Sue still has the original Thelocactus setispinus that she acquired in 
Chicago 50 years ago, (about the same time she acquired her husband, Terry).  Sue 
said she had some setbacks (with the cactus, not with Terry) but has managed to nurse 
it back to health several times.


Under Sue’s leadership, the Education Group produced a series of educational 
postcards in 2018 and 2019, tying the content of the cards to the speaker’s program of 
the month’s general meeting.  The cards were handed out at the general meetings.  
Another effort undertaken was the redesign of the CACSS brochure.


Sue served as the affiliate representative from our club to CSSA from 2010-2016.  In 
this capacity, she reported news from the Cactus and Succulent Society of America to 
the membership at our general meetings, as well as reporting activities of our club to the 
national organization.  Sue has written many articles for the CSSA’s Journal and 
newsletter, To The Point, and had a photo on the cover of the Journal.  
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She is a Maricopa Master Gardener and contributes articles to their newsletter, as well 
as offering plant-growing advice to her neighbors through monthly tips in the Dobson 
Ranch Rancher’s Roundup newsletter. 


Sue has been a member of CACSS since 1979 and is one of our top growers of cactus.  
She is a strong supporter of the Annual Show and Sale and has been an exhibitor in the 
show for many years.  The quality of her plants is exemplified by the number of ribbons 
and awards she has won over the years, beginning in 2008 when her plant won the best 
novice cactus.  Since then she has won 10 or more trophy or rosette awards, moving to 
the advanced level exhibitor.    


More recently, Sue has teamed up with several other members to add web links to 
enable us to find the information in the indexes even more readily. Concurrently, she is 
also working with other members to redesign our website, which will include a section 
just for beginning hobbyists.


Bonus educational tip from Sue:  Her quick-draining potting mix is 1/3 each Black Gold 
cactus potting soil (available at Ace Hardware), small-sized pumice and perlite.  “I’ve 
tried lots of different things through the years, but everything I grow likes this best.” 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LOOKING AT OUR LOGO   By Nick Diomede


Looking at our logo, one can easily be transported back in time.  
It was late 1978, early 1979, when the Central Arizona Cactus 
and Succulent Society (CACSS) membership came together to 
name the society’s newsletter and create a logo that was 
representative both of the club and its newsletter (1).  Logo 
artwork, designed by member Tom Caldwell, was selected from 
seven submittals (2).


Our logo (left) has served us well over the past 40+ years; 
however, no logo can stay relevant forever.  Technology advances, design sensibilities 
change and the CACSS has evolved, as have the needs of our audience.


Over the past several years, comments have been made that our logo looks outdated 
and out-of-touch with modern best practices.  While we have an established customer 
base that is loyal, we are ready to speak to a younger generation of cactus lovers.  This 
board feels a logo update/redesign will help connect us with a new audience, while 
maintaining our present member base.


Our logo is the singular visual representing the entirety of the organization and creates 
an immediate impression.  Our best logo will say a lot, with very little.  It should 
accurately represent who we are as an organization and what we stand for, while being 
professional, trustworthy and memorable.


Are you that creative person that can help us create a modern logo that expresses the 
future of ideas and vision of the Society?  If so, please reach out to me on how you can 
help.

________

1. Charles F. Merbs (January 1979), Society Logo, Central Spine, page 1.

2. Minutes of the CACSS Board of Directors Meeting of January 21, 1979, Central 
Spine, February 1979, p.6.


PROGRAMS FOR 2023   By Program Chair Elaine Hu


1/29 Woody Minnich

2/19 Jeff Moore from Solana Succulents

4/30 Steve Plath

5/21 Scott McMahon 

6/11 Michiel Pillet

Others are TBA  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FACEBOOK PAGE   By Michelle Schrade


Welcome 2023!  May it be a happy and healthy New Year for all! 


Central Arizona Cactus and Succulent Society is such a close knit group.  I’ve never 
met a more caring, hardworking, educated, and generous group of people.  This 
month’s featured post is an example of such generosity.  Recently, a member of our 
club had the opportunity to rescue a rare, crested Ferocactus from a garden in Tucson.  
He reached out to another member of our group who had the tools and experience to 
move such a large cactus.


Kemper Ruth posted December 10 thanking Tom C. Briggs for his help and guidance in 
rescuing the huge crested Ferocactus.  The beautiful specimen was so large, they had 
to rent a U-Haul trailer to transport it back to Phoenix.  It weighed over 300 pounds and 
was almost 5 feet tall.  Kemper posted several photos showing the process and tools 
used in the move.  It was quite an undertaking.  The pair made the most of their 
stopping at a few Tucson nurseries on the way home.


Facebook Cactus of the Month:  Echinocereus x roetteri posted December 13 by Jeff 
Thompson on the cover.
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Succulent of the Month:  Aloe fosteri posted 
December 15 by Wendy Barrett.



PEG POINTS:  The Latest from the Propagation Education Group (PEG)      
Photos and text by Tristan Davis


Next PEG meeting:  Agave Extravaganza VI:  Back and Better Than Ever!  January 21, 
2023, 9 a.m. to 11.a.m. in Dorrance Hall at the Desert Botanical Garden.


It’s back!  What has become a PEG tradition 
has finally come around again:  the popular 
Agave Extravaganza!  


If you haven’t been to a PEG meeting, you 
don’t want to miss this one.  


If you are interested in cool agaves, this is the 
meeting for you. 


If you like learning amazing facts about 
agaves, we have what you are looking for.


And, if you like FREE stuff, mark your 
calendars this very second!


For those who have attended PEG meetings, 
not only are they fun, but they are also 
educational (hence the name), and you know I 
don’t let anyone leave without learning 
something new.  For our Agave 
Extravaganzas, we always delve into 
something new and exciting.  In the past, 
we’ve learned about agave taxonomy and 
relationships, new species of agave, agave 
field research, and agave pest control.


This meeting will be no different, and I am 
excited to announce we have a very special 
guest that will attend and discuss another very 
interesting agave phenomenon:  agave 
domesticates.  And, who better to talk about 
agave domesticates than the one who has 

literally wrote the book on them, Ron Parker, author of Chasing Centuries.


If you are asking “What the heck-ticate is an agave domesticate?”  You are not alone 
and in for a treat.  


We’ll cover stuff like:


• What exactly is an agave domesticate?


• Why are there agave domesticates?
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• Who grows agave domesticates – both past and present?


• How do agave domesticates survive?


• Where can I see agave domesticates?


…and, any other question you might have.


As usual, in addition to learning about agave domesticates, we will be giving away lots 
and lots of free agave pups, bulbils and seedlings to attendees.  In the past, we’ve had 
over 50 varieties of agaves available for our giveaways, and I’m fairly certain we will 
surpass that number by quite a bit.


Also, as is normally the case, in addition to the regular giveaways for any attendee of 
our meetings, we will be having a few very special free raffles, for CACSS members 
only, of some very cool agaves that are much more unusual or rare.  These specialty 
raffles are a benefit of being a paid member of the CACSS, so be sure to renew your 
2023 CACSS membership before the meeting.


Of course, we always welcome any guests/non-members of the society.  They are 
welcome to participate in the giveaways, but those guests won’t be eligible for the 
specialty raffles.  


Remember we are NOT able to take new memberships or renewals at any PEG 
meeting; however, you can sign up online at www.centralarizonacactus.org and pay via 
PayPal.  Then, just show me your electronic receipt on your phone.


As always, please feel free to bring along any show-and-tell agaves from your own 
collection.   And, if you have any agave pups, seedlings or agave plants you would like 
to donate to the free giveaways and/or raffles, please be sure to bring them too.


If you have any questions in the interim, please contact me.


Now…back to digging up my agave pups… 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Left, Agave 
bovicornuta 

‘Hiefer’s Milk,’ 
and right Agave 

salomonii. 

http://www.centralarizonacactus.org


2023 PUMICE SALES    By Tom Briggs


Pumice sales will be on Saturdays, 8-11 a.m., near Southern Avenue and 24th Street in 
south Phoenix on:

• February 11

• April 8

• October 14


An email with the exact address will be sent to all CACSS members in the weeks prior 
to each sale.  Don’t forget to pay your membership dues to get the emails.


Pumice is $5 per 5 gallon bucket for small or large grind pumice.  Come prepared to 
shovel your own pumice.


If you need pumice and can’t make the sale dates, please contact me to see how I can 
help you get pumice.  It’s best to call a least a week or two before the sale dates.  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Guillermo Rivera with a massive Copiapoa in the Chilean Atacama Desert.



2023 CACSS ANNUAL SHOW AND SALE EVENT   By Co-chair Nick Diomede  
Photos by Wendy Barrett


2023 is now upon us and that means preparations are underway for the Central Arizona 
Cactus and Succulent Society’s (CACSS) Annual Show and Sale.  This is our society’s 
most popular educational and social activity, continuing to draw crowds to the Desert 
Botanical Garden (DBG) and the CACSS. 


The show gives members an opportunity to exhibit their favorite plants and present 
educational displays on growing, horticulture and conservation.  Our Show and Sale 
helps spread the word about the joys of growing unique cacti and succulents, while 
serving as a forum for discussion and learning the latest horticultural trends.  If you 
enjoy your cacti and succulents, know that others will enjoy them also.


The 2023 CACSS Annual Show and Sale will 
be held in Dorrance Hall and Boppart 
Courtyard on March 31 through April 2.  Daily 
event times are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday and 
Saturday and 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sunday.  
Plants need to be brought to Dorrance Hall on 
Wednesday, March 29 between the hours of 7 
a.m. to 5 p.m. (firm) for entry and staging.  
Judging takes place on Thursday, March 30, 
with the Show and Sale open to the public 
Friday, March 31 through Sunday, April 2.  
Our event concludes Sunday, April 2 at 4 
p.m., at which time show plants and 
educational exhibits may be removed.


During the weekend of March 
31 through April 2, Dorrance 
Hall will be full of our 
members’ amazing, unique 
and (sometimes) bizarre 
plants.  While this is a judged 
show, reasons for displaying 
and sharing your plants 
extend far beyond 
competition. Yes, there are 
those members that are 
competitive, professional or 

lifelong growers with perfect large plants and pottery to match.  While one can be 
intimidated by seeing plants of this caliber, one needs to realize that, for novice growers, 
our plants will not be judged against these plants.  Plants are placed in categories 
depending on the experience of the grower and judged as such.  
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Photos above and below from our 2019 
Annual Show.



Visitors will get to view all the wonderful plants and see a diversity of plants that they 
might never have known existed.  Visitors can look to these plants, and the growers, for 
inspiration and motivation for their own collections. 


For the novice, or even someone who has never shown plants before, we can look to 
this experience as an opportunity to showcase some of the plants we love and have 
cared for (for at least six months).  Our plants will be judged and awarded a ribbon (or 
not) and that will be ok.  That step taken to enter the show is a first step to becoming a 
better grower.  


All weekend, cacti and succulent judges and experts will be available to talk with you 
and answer your questions or comment on your plant.  Other members will want to 
share their growing experiences, and there will always be admirers wanting to 
compliment you on your plant. 


Then next year, and thereafter, you will not only be more enthusiastic about entering the 
show, but more importantly, take growing your plant collection to a higher level.  Do not 
be shy, do not be intimidated, do not think your plants are not good enough.  Think of 
this event as an opportunity to share the plants you are passionate about.  This is why 
visitors come to our annual show.  So, start dusting off that collection, and look for those 
plants you might want to exhibit and get them ready. 


Not sure what plants to exhibit?  Invite a fellow member over to help you choose.  This 
is one of those events you will look at years later and say, why did I not do it sooner. 


Registration for exhibition number and exhibition cards can be done at the January and 
February CACSS meetings, or contact Jeanne or Chuck Brush


Remember, both sections of exhibitor cards must be filled out with your name, exhibition 
number, and plant name.  If you are unsure of the plant name, leave it blank.  Plant 
experts and references will be available Wednesday, March 29 to assist you with 
identifying your plants and the category they are to be placed in. 


Exhibitors will register as Junior Novice, Novice, Advanced, or Master division.  Ribbons 
are awarded within each division and plants are exhibited in divisions based on the 
number of blue first place ribbons previously awarded.  Plants are considered only in 
the same division and judged at the same level. 


● Junior Novice (green entry cards):  to age 18


● Novice (yellow entry cards):  0 – 24 first place ribbons


● Advanced (pink entry cards):  25 – 99 first place ribbons


● Master (white entry cards):  100 or more first place ribbons


A non-competitive exhibition is an option for those wishing to share their plants without 
having them judged.  Just let us know when you register for an exhibition number.


Education is an important part of our society’s mission.  An educational display is a 
visual presentation of information that can excite and engage the viewer’s interest, 
stimulate thought, and motivate the viewer to learn more about the subject.  We would 
love to have members present educational displays showcasing cacti and succulents.  
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This would be an ideal way to show off your creativity and passion.  While it does take 
work, it is fun, and always a betterment for our society.  


In addition to our show is the sale event with many vendors selling their unique plants, 
pottery and art items.  This is one of our main money-makers for the club and a terrific 
opportunity to find that special plant or unique pottery that might have been alluding 
you.  We are always in need of newspaper and various size boxes for customer 
purchases to transport plants home.  If you can start collecting boxes, it will be much 
appreciated.  You can bring them in anytime during the setup or the show.


The CACSS Annual Show and Sale is a 
large undertaking that could not exist 
without the hundreds of volunteer hours 
needed to make this an extraordinary and 
successful event each year.  Volunteering is 
a great opportunity to get to know your 
fellow club members and learn more about 
the plants we love.  Many volunteer 
positions are available from Wednesday 
through Sunday.  Volunteer registration will 
be on the club’s website and be available 
soon, with an email blast announcing when 
the link is active. 


With the many different positions and times 
available, we hope our members can find 
something they like to do, at a time they are 
available.  Positions include cashiers, 
assistant cashiers, credit card sale 

operators, educators, floaters, greeters, holding area monitors, and potting up 
purchases.  This event takes a large community effort.  If you volunteer your time, we 
ask that you please fully honor your commitment. 


Some final notes: 


●We are asking members who have won 
trophies in the past to return them.  Please 
contact Barbara MacNider at 
602-448-2954 to make arrangements. 

●Please remember the Garden’s policy with 
regard to dogs is:  “Pets and therapy 
animals are not permitted in the Garden.  
Certified service dogs only."  The DBG 
rangers will be enforcing this rule.


● And, as always, if you have any questions, please reach out to the event chair 
Nick Diomede.
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Vendors from 2019 above and below.

tel:+16024482954


LIBRARY NOTES   By Co-Librarian Diana Rogers


We recently received the current issue of the Cactus and 
Succulent Society of America’s Journal (Fall 2022, Vol.94, No.3).  
It will be available at the January 29 meeting in Dorrance Hall.  
Please note the lead article in this issue:  A new Agave 
(Asparagaceae, Agavoideae) from central Oaxaca, Mexico by 
Gregg D. Starr, Tristan J. Davis and Gonzalo Juárez GarcÍa.


A Quick Reminder:  Many library books, both those due and 
overdue, were not returned at the November meeting.  The busy 
holiday season is over, so please look around for those CACSS 
library books and return them at the January meeting.  Overdue 
emails will be sent the last week of January.


For both our new and longtime members, here is the monthly reminder about the 
CACSS Library Collection and Policies:


• Since our CACSS books do not have a permanent home, it has become a 
“mobile collection” transported by volunteers to approximately nine meetings per 
year.  Of course, this means not every title will be available at every meeting.  
Contact the librarians if you would like to borrow a specific title. 


• A listing of the materials owned is available on our website.  Choose ‘Library’ 
from the drop down menu and use the links for books, journals and periodicals to 
search for specific titles. 


• Checking out books, journals or magazines:  We limit each member in good 
standing to 2 items for 2 months.  If there is a waiting list for a title, we will limit 
the check-out period to one month.  If an item becomes overdue, we will send an 
email reminder shorty before the next meeting.  Contact the librarian if other 
arrangements must be made for return of items. 


• PLEASE return items by placing only in the RED Book Return Bin on the library 
tables. 


• Donations:  If you want to donate an item or items, please put a slip in each item 
with your name.  If you want your item returned, if we cannot use it, state that on 
the slip with your name. 


• Our Library Donation Policy:  We reserve the right to put items in the CACSS 
collection, sell on Amazon or eBay, sell at meetings, or donate to other libraries.  
All these decisions are according to the librarian’s knowledge and research on 
the donation.


If you have questions or requests, please contact Co-Librarians:

Diana Rogers / Nancy Mumpton 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 OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2023


Officers:  President Cricket Peterson | Vice President Chris Ginkel | Secretary Joanne 
Johnson | Treasurer Nick Diomede 


Members-at Large:  Emily Adler | Pat Adler | Kim Andrews  | Don Begley | Debbi 
Bertolet | David Hemming | Elaine Hu | Joan McDonnell | Kathy Metzger | Mary 
Miller 


CACSS PROGRAM AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS 2023

• Annual Show/Sale Chair 2023:  Cricket Peterson, Nick Diomede

• Archivist/Historian:  Lois Schneberger

• Auction Chairs:  Chris Ginkel, Nick Diomede

• Audit Committee:  Mike Gallagher

• Central Arizona Cactus Swap and Shop Page:  Chris Ginkel 

• CSSA Representative:  Mike Gallagher

• Facebook Coordinators:  Tom Briggs, Chris Ginkel, Celeste Gornick, Ken Luiten, 

Thom Young

• Holiday Party 2023:  Sue Glenn

• Co-Librarians:  Diana Rogers and Nancy Mumpton

• Keeping in Touch with Members:  Jo Davis

• Membership:  Beth Kirkpatrick

• Newsletter Editor:  Sue Hakala

• Private Plant Sales at meetings:  Sue Tyrrel

• Programs and Room Setup:  Elaine Hu

• Propagation Education Group (PEG):  Tristan Davis

• Pumice Sales:  Tom Briggs

• Website:  Anna-Rosa Lampis
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CONTACT INFORMATION FOR MEMBERS WILL NO LONGER BE PROVIDED IN 
THE NEWSLETTER AS ISSUES HAVE OCCURRED.  To contact a board member, 
committee chair, specialist or others, use the Contact Us form on the club website.  

When filling in the form, put the name of the person in the subject field that the 
message is intended for so it can be forwarded to the appropriate person.


Just click on the direct link below:

https://centralarizonacactus.org/contact-us/


 

https://centralarizonacactus.org/contact-us/


SPECIALISTS TO CONTACT WITH QUESTIONS 

• Tom Briggs  Manages the pumice 
pile.


• Tristan Davis  Specializations 
include plant propagation and 
heading PEG (Propagation 
Education Group).


• Doug Dawson  Specializations 
include growing from seed, flora of 
Namibia, Lithops, other Mesembs, 
Melocactus, and miniature cacti and 
succulents of Arizona.


• Chris Ginkel  Co-manages the 
Facebook page and CACSS Swap 
and Shop page.


Always looking for more 
members to list here.


• Anna Rosa Lampis  Manages the 
website.


• Ken Luiten  Manages the Instagram 
page


• Dean Patrick  Specializations in 
softwood stem-cuttings, plant 
division and seed starting, rooting 
cacti, Agave, and Aloe.


• Diana Rogers and Nancy Mumpton  
Co-librarians for CACSS collection


• Sue Tyrrel  Manages selling at 
meetings.
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Any comments, suggestions, thank 
yous, etc., please submit to the Central 

Spine Editor Sue Hakala.

CONTACT INFORMATION FOR MEMBERS WILL NO LONGER BE PROVIDED IN 
THE NEWSLETTER AS ISSUES HAVE OCCURRED.  To contact a board member, 
committee chair, specialist or others, use the Contact Us form on the club website.  

When filling in the form, put the name of the person in the subject field that the 
message is intended for so it can be forwarded to the appropriate person.


Just click on the direct link below:

https://centralarizonacactus.org/contact-us/


 

https://centralarizonacactus.org/contact-us/

