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Facebook Succulent of the Month: Orbea semota subsp. orientalis
posted September 8 by Scott McMahon.
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CACSS OCTOBER MEGA SILENT AND LIVE AUCTION By Chris Ginkel

Sunday, October 27
Desert Botanical Garden, located at 1201 N. Galvin Parkway, Phoenix
Drop off plants: 12-2 p.m. | Auction: 2-4 p.m.

This event is open to CACSS members and guests. No reservations are needed. Let
DBG know at the entrance that you are there to attend a CACSS event. All activities will
be held inside Dorrance Hall and outside on the adjoining Kitchell Patio. Masks are
always welcome, but not required. Please respect the personal space of others.

You may park behind Dorrance Hall and drop off plants between 12-2 p.m. After
dropping off plants, you need to immediately move your vehicle to the main parking lot.
You may also temporarily park behind Dorrance Hall to load all the items that you have
won.

A greeter will be stationed inside Dorrance Hall and will provide you a bid number. You
will use this number in place of your name when placing bids during the Silent Auction.
We request you bring something to write with.

The Live and Silent Auction bidding will start at 2 p.m. There will be seating available
should you want to sit and rest. During the Silent Auction, please do not linger in front
of any plants. After placing your bid, please keep moving so that others may come and
look at the plants. Please keep track of everything that you have bid on. | would
suggest making a list or taking photos of all that you have bid on.

After the Live Auction ends, bidding on the Silent Auction will end randomly for a group
of tables. When the bidding for each group of tables ends, please wait until our
volunteers use a highlighter marker to indicate the winner. You may then collect your
plants and bid sheets and proceed to the cashier or gather them off to the side until you
are ready to pay. The last of the bidding will end by 4 p.m. Credit/debit cards will be the
preferred method of payment, however cash will be accepted.

This is one of the biggest fundraisers our society has and is a fun event for all. Please
consider donating plants or cactus and succulent related items. We especially need
nicer plants and related items for the Live Auction. We ask that any cuttings brought are
no larger than 2 feet. Boxes are always needed to help transport plants home. You can
also drop off donations at DBG the day of the event and depart if you do not want to
stay for the auction.

It would be most helpful if you bring completed bid sheets with your donations. There
will not be a sign-up email asking for volunteers to help at this event. If you wish to
help, just show up at any time starting at 12 p.m. and |, or other volunteers, will let you
know how you can help. All who assist me in marking the winning bids with a
highlighter are asked to bid at the beginning of the Silent Auction. Since you will know
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when each group of tables will end, it would not be fair to others if you were to continue
bidding until the last moment.

Bid sheets for your donations can be found at this link: https://centralarizonacactus.org/
show-and-sale/CACSS-Silent-Auction-Bid-Sheet.pdf

Email me at chrisginkel@gmail.com with any questions.

Members enjoying our last Mega Silent and Live Auction.
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CENTRALARIZONACACTUS FACEBOOK PAGE By Michelle Schrade

Long time CAC Facebook group administrator Chris Ginkel will be gradually handing his
duties over to Erik Ruggaard, a new face to the group. Erik joins fellow administrators
Tom Briggs, Celeste Gornick, Ken Luiten, and Thom Young. Chris, past president, and
current vice-president of Central Arizona Cactus and Succulent Society, has been an
administrator of the FB page since its inception in July 2014. During those ten years,
the number of CAC FB members grew to 6,500+. Thank you, Chris, for all your hard
work and diligence in maintaining the integrity of our page.

Each month a photo of a cactus and succulent posted by a member is selected for
recognition. Succulent of the Month: Orbea semota subsp. orientalis posted
September 8 by Scott McMahon on the cover.

Cactus of the Month: Trichocereus hybrid ‘Zelly’ posted September 9 by Chris Ginkel
below.
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HOW’'D YOU GROW THAT PLANT?

AWARD: Best Succulent Collection of the 2024 Annual Show.
GROWER: Michelle Schrade
PLANT NAME: The group is an assortment of 10 huernia species.

PURCHASED: Over the
last several years, | have
collected plants from friends
and CACSS auctions and
sales.

POT: | use terracotta pots
for most of my plants.

FERTILIZER: | use Jack’s
All Purpose 20-20-20 plant
food diluted to 50 ppm in
spring and fall.

POTTING MEDIUM: | use
50% Miracle-Gro potting mix
for cactus and succulents
mixed with 50% large
pumice | purchase from the
club.

SUN EXPOSURE: In the
summer, my plants grow on
a table under a tree in
dappled shade. The rest of
the year they are on my patio
which faces east and receives afternoon shade.

WATERING: During growing season (spring and fall), | water at least once a week.

FROST PROTECTION: | have never used frost protection other than being under my
patio roof.

OTHER NEEDS/COMMENTS: Huernias and other stapeliads have arms die off each
year. lItis usually an older part of the plant. An arm or section will start turning yellow,
then shrivel and die. When you see this happening, cut off that section of the plant
before it spreads to the rest of the plant.

CACSS 5 0of 23 October 2024



DESERT HIKE AT THE MCDOWELL SONORAN CONSERVANCY By Wayne
MacDonald

Sponsored by the Education Committee, the CACSS is organizing a hike in Scottsdale
Arizona. Informally known as “The Preserve,” this land trust is the largest municipally
owned nature preserve in the U.S. with over 30,000 acres located right in our backyard.
We are partnering with them to conduct a hike on one of their trails and supplying our
own experts to help with plant identification and even a bit of geology.

The hike will only be a couple of hours, and the trail difficulty is considered moderate.
Attendance is limited due to it being a single track which will include other members of
the pubic including bikers and other hikers.

If you want to attend, you must email wayne.macdonald@centralarizonacactus.org and
see if there’s still room on the list. The date is the early morning of Saturday, November
9. The hike should only last a couple of hours, and the trail will be announced to the
participants.

We hope you can join us on this exciting and educational jaunt in the desert.

Be sure to visit CACSS on the web at: centralarizonacactus.org,
Facebook, Instagram and YouTube at: CentralArizonaCactus, and
members only at: CentralArizonaCactus Swap and Shop.

Material in the Central Spine may be reprinted by nonprofit organizations (unless such
permission is expressly denied in a note accompanying the material) provided proper
credit is given to the Central Arizona Cactus and Succulent Society and the author,
and that one copy of the publication containing the reprinted material is sent to the
editor at cacsscentralspine@gmail.com. Reproduction in whole or part by any other
organization or publication without the permission of the publisher is prohibited.
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DESERT BOTANICAL GARDEN CLASSES

To sign up for gardening and landscape classes at the Garden, visit dbg.org/learn/
gardening-and-landscape. There are lots of classes offered in person and online.
You're sure to find something of interest. Just some include:

» Sustainable desert landscapes

» Desert plant palette

» Desert soils and water

* Drip irrigation

+ Plant problems and diagnosis

+ Water harvesting

* Wellness: yoga, tai chi and more
« Art: painting, writing, jewelry, mosaic, and more
» Photography

» Cooking

* Nature and ecology

CACSS HOLIDAY PARTY By Sue Glenn

December 8, 12-2 p.m.
Chandler Tumbleweed Recreation Center
7450 E. Germann Road, Chandler

Email Sue Glenn at ekmglenn@outlook.com if you are joining the celebration. Please
include the number in your party (one guest allowed per member) and what you will be
bringing to the buffet (appetizer, main hot dish, vegetable dish, fruit or vegetable salad,
or dessert). Ham and turkey will be provided by the club. Sue will reply when she
receives your e-mail. The room holds 100 people, so please remember your item will
be feeding many people. There are warmers in the kitchen to keep hot food warm until
we eat.

PLANT RAFFLE If you would like to participate in the plant raffle, bring in a plant. You
will need to see Jo Davis to receive a ticket for the raffle. Jo will be calling out numbers
and when your number is called, you can choose from the plants available.

Room set-up starts at 11 a.m. If you can help, please let Sue know in your email.

Clean-up is from 2-3 p.m. If you can help, please let Sue know in your email.
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HOW’'D YOU GROW THAT PLANT?

AWARD: Judge’s Choice for a Cactus of the 2024 Annual Show
GROWER: Jacob Gibbons
PLANT NAME: This entry was a multi-area planter featuring Aztekium ritteri, Aztekium

valdezii, Aztekium hintonii, Geohintona mexicana, and Strombocactus disciformis f.
pseudocorregidorae.

PURCHASED: Plants were purchased in early 2023
from a combination of Instagram and Ebay sellers.

POT: The multi-staged planter was made by Kitoi, a
ceramic artist out of California, and purchased at the
2023 Tri City show. His work can be found on Instagram
under this name.

FERTILIZER: | use a very low concentration of Jack’s
20-20-20 fertilizer every time | water during the active
growing season, something to the tune of % tablespoon
to 5 gallons of pH 5.5 water.

POTTING MEDIUM: | use a very mineral based
substrate made of 70-80% nonorganics including
traditional pumice, Kanuma and Akadama. The organic
component is a mix of cactus soil, usually Unigrow or
Kellogg Cactus mix and worm castings.

SUN EXPOSURE: This planter is subjected to morning sun only behind 30% shade
cloth.

WATERING: Watering is done every seven days during the active growing season,
pending weather conditions, and reduced to a light sprinkle once a month during
dormancy. Lightly filtered water from the hose is pH balanced to 5.5 and mixed with a
low concentration of fertilizer every other watering.

FROST PROTECTION: Frost is of minimal concern in my area, but in the event of
winter storms, | will wrap my stuff in a combination of old sheets and plastic to insulate
and also keep out rain.

OTHER NEEDS/COMMENTS: The theme of this planter was “Gypsum Cliff Dwellers.”
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2025 CANDIDATES FOR THE BOARD By Cricket Peterson

The Nominating Committee presents the following candidates for the annual election to
the CACSS Board. Tom Briggs, who is overseeing our electronic voting process, will
send instructions to all members by email.

The Society appreciates the service of all who serve on the Board. Six current board
members want to return for another term: Don Begley, Chris Ginkel, Glen Legus,
Wayne McDonald, Kathy Metzger, and Mary Miller. They all have demonstrated their
support for our mission and purpose.

CACSS MISSION
The mission of CACSS is to inspire knowledge and appreciation of cacti and succulents
through education, programs and conservation.

PURPOSE OF THE CACSS
+  study, propagate and cultivate cactus and succulents
* educate members and the public
* aid conservation programs
+  support Desert Botanical Garden and other institutions

DON BEGLEY: president

As a proud member of CACSS and a board member these
past three years, I'm energized by the infectious passion
and enthusiasm of the Society’s members. My volunteer
participation in Master Naturalists (AZ and TX) and Desert
Defenders boosts my desire to protect our environment,
while participating in volunteer-based nonprofits.

Continuing as president of CACSS, | will work to maintain
an organizational spirit of enthusiastic passion for the
Society of which we are proud to belong. The board will continue to strengthen and be
relevant by further developing our donation process, educating the public through our
Outreach program, upgrading our club’s technology, establishing checks and balances
over our financial accounts, using accounting and legal consultation, and continuing to
strengthen our relationship with DBG.

CHRIS GINKEL: director-at-large

I moved to the Phoenix area from Chicago in 1983 and
retired in 2019 after 35 years of working for the U.S.
Postal Service. Currently, | work part-time at Arizona
Cactus Sales. | have been raising cacti and succulents
for over 55 years and have been a member of the Central
Arizona Cactus and Succulent Society for over 12 years.
It was an honor to serve in the past as president, vice
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president and a board member of the CACSS. | have been vice president for the past
three years and enjoy helping our society in any way that | can.

| have a passion for raising and studying cacti and succulents. | hope to continue on
the board of the Central Arizona Cactus and Succulent Society to share this passion
and help our club continue its success in fulfilling its mission statement and purpose.

RUTHANNE LAQUA: member-at-large

Six years ago, | became a CACSS member after retiring
as a CPA living in Minneapolis where | participated in
and chaired a couple of boards. | also chaired finance
committees for two different Minneapolis schools,
responsible for managing the primary revenue
producing events, with one meeting the goal of
$2,000,000. | look forward to branching out and using
my skills to be useful in the CACSS organization.

Desert Botanical Garden opened my eyes to desert climate gardening. | was
mesmerized by seeing such gigantic cacti displayed so beautifully and majestically, like
architectural sculptures! Infact, | will come clean and admit, | have become somewhat
of a plant hoarder and have restricted myself to transforming my landscape with 250+
plants and collecting only rare and collectible plants. The CACSS and its Facebook
members/pages have been resourceful in guiding me while learning to conquer the
mighty Sonoran Desert gardening.

GLEN LEGUS: treasurer

| spent most of my life in the Twin Cities area in MN. In
2013, we moved to the DC area to finish my career with
the U.S. Marshals Service at Headquarters. During my
time with the Service, | enjoyed a wide range of
experiences with a strong focus on compliance and
financial controls, along with physical and information
security. Before moving to the DC area, | served as
treasurer for six years on the board of directors for the
St. Paul Federal Credit Union, a $130M financial
institution. Since 2017, | have worked as a consultant
in physical and cyber security. | have continued to
volunteer and am the treasurer on the board for a local community group as well as our
community center. | also serve on the certified vCISO advisory board helping to
formulate standards and curriculum.

At the end of 2016, | moved to the Phoenix area, joining my lovely bride Suzanne who
had moved here the year before. | am not the plant guy. That is my wife Suzanne who
is a Master Gardner and why | am involved with CACSS. But | do enjoy all her cacti,
lithops and conophytums. My office is part of her greenhouse where she lets me keep a
few air plants. But if you ask me a plant question, | will point you to her.

CACSS 10 of 23 October 2024



WAYNE MACDONALD: secretary

Wayne's career focused primarily on the business
side of information technology consulting. His
positions included developing technical strategies to
support customer business initiatives, creating new
business offerings with go-to-market strategies,
management consulting, account establishment and
growth, and the practicality of software development
processes. His non-profit experience includes being
a board member of the 3 Rivers Food Co-operative
in Fort Wayne, Indiana, and he is a founding member
of the Shadowland Theatre in upstate New York.
While there, Wayne studied bonsai from a retired nursery owner. He prefers growing
old-world succulents, but as a lifelong science lover, now focuses on plant anatomy and
physiology. He's written a dozen articles for the Central Spine with a lens toward botany
and is a member of the CACSS Education Committee.

KATHI METZGER: director-at-large

| am a lifelong gardener and enjoy learning about the
fascinating world of cacti and succulents.
Membership in CACSS has increased my knowledge
about these amazing plants, and | have made many
new friends with similar interests. Recently retired, |
am finishing up my Master Gardener certification.

| have served as a director-at-large with CACSS for
the past two years, chair the recently created
Outreach Committee and currently serve on the
Annual Show and Sale leadership team. | hope to continue as a board member to build
upon the successes CACSS has made in the community and strengthen the
organization.

MARY MILLER: director-at-large

My husband and | moved from the Colorado rockies to
Tempe in 1985. We traded our skis for sturdy hiking
boots and started exploring AZ. It was an instant love
affair for me. The flora and fauna led me to the CACSS
so | could learn more. | have so much respect for this
organization as it educates, protects and preserves
plants, while also is very friendly. | am a hobbyist with
my favorites being sansevierias and stapelias

and make a feeble attempt at growing orchids.

| am an active member of the historical societies of
Tempe, Desert Rivers Audubon and the Tempe Garden Club. Thank you for the honor of
serving on the board for the last two years. | look forward to continuing to serve.
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BOYCE THOMPSON ARBORETUM TOUR Photos and text by Wayne McDonald

Joan McDonnell organized an impromptu hike at the Boyce Thompson Arboretum in
October 2024. The participants were lucky enough to enjoy a guided tour led by Lee
Brownson and two BTA staff members. The weather was a bit warm, but a delightful
morning was had by all, followed by a quick picnic lunch under a cooling pistachio tree.

From upper left, Picketpost Mountain, lovely grasses
in a cool spot, Yucca filifera and Yucca jaegeriana
with Lee Brownson seen at BTA.
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THREATENED PLANTS By Cactus and Succulent Plants Specialist Group website

Be sure to visit this website: Cactus and Succulent Plants Specialist Group, which
promotes the conservation of succulent plants across the globe. They receive support
from Desert Botanical Garden. They have very interesting free newsletters that you can
subscribe to that deal with threats to cacti and succulents. Some articles are quite
scientific.

One of their major goals has been assessing the risks facing the cactus family. The
2015 study revealed that the cactus family is the Red Lists’ (of endangered plants) fifth
most threatened group of living things on the planet. Of the 1,478 species assessed,
31% have been classified as threatened.

Cactus and Succulent Society of America

2025 Biennial Convention

San Diego Cactus & Succulent Society

at the Mission Valley Marriott, San Diego

Save the Dates April 23 - 27, 2025

Registration and Hotel Information coming soon.

Join us for a unique event featuring world-renowned speakers, a diverse selection of rare
and exotic plants, exquisite pottery for sale, and captivating presentations tailored for
both hobbyists and professionals!

more information at: cactusandsucculentsociety.org/events/convention/
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OPEN GARDEN ON THE EAST SIDE

Saturday, November 23,9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Home of Joan McDonnell (cell 480-246-7128)
Address: 9204 S. Shannon Dr., Tempe, AZ 85284

Located at the cross streets of the 101 and Warner Road in south Tempe. It is a corner
lot on Caroline Lane and Shannon opposite the baseball batting net.

Come visit an older neighborhood that had a half acre yard newly planted 12 years ago.
| had the privilege of working as a horticulture aide at Desert Botanical Garden and
embraced desert-adapted plants to achieve success. A combination of shrubs, cacti
and succulents have thrived in their new home bringing me much happiness as | have
watched them grow and bloom.

Home baked goods will be provided, so plan to stay and chat over a cuppa.
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HOW’'D YOU GROW THAT PLANT?

AWARD: Best Euphorbia of the 2024 Annual Show
GROWER: Scott McMahon

PLANT NAME: Euphorbia francoisii

PURCHASED: | bought this
from Arid Lands in 2002.

POT: ltis in a tall square
ceramic pot.

FERTILIZER: | use the same
fertilizer for all my plants:
10-30-20 soluble fertilizer, 4-6
tablespoons with 24 ounces of
vinegar and sometimes 2
tablespoons ammonium sulfate
in a 5 gallon bucket of
concentrate applied using the
Hozon system which dilutes it.
| fertilize every week during the
growing season and back off
during the hottest months of
summer and also winter.

POTTING MEDIUM: | use a
typical cactus and succulent mix and cut it with about 60% pumice to improve drainage.

SUN EXPOSURE: It is an understory plant in its native Madagascar, so its grown in the
shadier part of the greenhouse.

WATERING: | water it at the same time as my other plants, tapering off in the winter,
when a lot of my plants are dormant.

FROST PROTECTION: Consider it and related Madagascan euphorbias as being very
frost tender.

OTHER NEEDS/COMMENTS: These euphorbias are more delicate than many of their

African relatives, but include some very pretty species, such as this one and the E.
milii relatives and so are worth looking into growing.
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THE TOTEM POLE CACTUS: NOT YOUR ORDINARY SUCCULENT
By Kathleen M. McCoy

Cacti are robust, inventive and resilient desert dwellers, so in order to protect
themselves from predators these plants have evolved sharp pointed spines, thorns and
prickles. They have a well-earned “look, but do not touch” reputation. In contrast, the
totem pole cactus (Lophocereus schottii var. monstrosus) is among the few members of
the Cactaceae family that is totally thornless and without spines, i.e., no clusters of
bristle-like gray spines decorate its stems. Rare in the wild, the monstrosus is only
found naturally in El Arco, the midpoint of Baja, California. The gravelly soils of alluvial
plains and desert riparian habitats create perfect growing conditions

Like its parent, the hardy totem pole cactus may reach
a maximum height of 15 feet and 10 feet wide
spreading by growing branching stems upward along
the base or short central trunks. Some look a bit like
giant green candle holders. The totem pole cactus
displays waxy light to dark green stems, but what
makes the totem pole unique among other members of
the columnar club are the small unusual, knobby,
tubercle-like swellings from top to bottom along all of
the columns. The bumps and waxy surface are
adaptations that the cactus uses to conserve water.
These protuberances are highly prized due to their
unusual nature. No two totem pole cactus are
identical.

The smooth skin of the totem pole, in combination with
the small bumps, creates the illusion of having many
faces engraved into its five to nine irregularly twisted
and contorted ribs. This drought-tolerant columnar
totem pole cactus has a naturally occurring mutation of
its spine unlike its original origin plant commonly
known as “senita” (Lophocereus schottii or
Pachycereus schottii). The totem pole cactus in the
course of nature and for unknown reasons had a
change in the DNA sequence that happens during cell
division. This shift led to failure to make exact copies
of its parent. Familial resemblance and traits are
strong, but no stickers and lots of texturally interesting
surface twists and bumps were one of the results.
Photo by Sue Hakala of her totem  Another issue is the production of flowers which are not
pole cactus purchased in 1984 likely to be seen. Any blossoms are very small and

when it was four inches tall. It § )
receives a deep monthly soaking few, only open once at dusk, and close by mid-morning

in the warm months, and grows
C?g%i%séthe west fence.
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never to be viewed again.

The purpose of flowers is to produce seeds and continue the hereditary line, but being a
mutant, the totem pole has taken another route for reproduction. If flowers are
produced, they are sterile. No viable seeds are formed. This cactus cannot be grown
by seed, so propagation occurs through the softwood stems. In the wild a stem can fall
over for a whole host of reasons, e.g., the plant becomes top heavy, or a strong wind
gust blows a piece to the ground. The fallen stem will root along its side, making more
plants. Losing limbs is very normal for a totem pole cactus. They have evolved to
multiply through this form of natural propagation.

Propagation in the wild is elegant and simple. The broken stem forms a callous, i.e., a
hard “crust” covering the entire wound. Heat from the sun’s rays dries the callous to
generate a perfect seal, similar in form and function to a scab on torn skin of mammals.
When this covering is complete, the stem sends out a signal to put forth roots. Since
the stem has been weathering in the desert, its skin has toughened, and sunburn
avoided. Rainfall is based on the desert’s schedule. The genius of Mother Nature is
incomparable.

Propagation of the totem pole cactus by humankind has to compensate for nature by
using a slightly different approach. If pruned, no harm occurs; the plant will respond by
shifting resources. The cuttings can be used for propagation. Key principles for
propagation from cuttings must be followed for raising new totem pole cacti. The cut
must be 100% dry before planting. Watering should not occur until the new plant has
produced roots. The rules are straightforward and with accommodations for nature, the
totem pole cactus will thrive in about one to two years.

Cutting can take place at almost any time of the year, if the plant is in the low desert.
The limbs should be set aside for a few days so that the stem can heal to prevent
moisture loss. Once the newly cut stem has developed a dry covering or callous, the
plant is ready to be in its new home. In about two weeks, a light watering would be
appropriate. Note: [f the plant has not yet developed limbs, propagation can also occur
by simply cutting a piece of the parent plant, and you get two shorter plants for the price
of one small cut.

To avoid sunburn, the newly cut limbs should be marked on the side facing the sun
when attached to the mother plant to ensure that the cutting will be facing the same
direction when planted. The side not facing the sun is very tender and subject to injury
from the sun’s harsh rays. To encourage healthy growth, the cutting should be set
upright in an empty pot to develop its callous. Even the slightest amount of seepage
through the callous is likely to create root rot. In several weeks, after the stem has
developed a complete callous, roots will emerge.

About two weeks after the cutting has developed roots, the plant can be anchored to
either a soil filled pot or the earth. Like all new cacti, placement in intense sun is likely
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to burn the plant. The first year of the cutting’s life would benefit from being in the
shade or covered with a light sunscreen.

While soil taken directly from the ground should be sufficient to create a healthy culture,
ground soil mixed with cactus soil and pumice will produce a bounty of roots in about
2-3 months. The plant only needs as much soil as will keep it upright. Once mature, in
about a year, the key to continuing success is placement in well draining rocky soil in full
sunlight. A very light watering on planted cuttings is healthy, but a mature totem pole
cactus is drought tolerant and can survive almost two years without needing external
moisture—but probably not in our intense summer temperatures. A slow and deep
watering in the hot months (if no rain) will yield a healthy plant. Overwatering will kill the
plant.

The ground temperature minimally should be about 68°F. The totem pole cactus is less
tolerant of frost than its conventionally straighter relatives. When temperatures fall at or
below 20°F covering is recommended.

Given a unique look and smooth spineless skin, the totem pole cactus is a perfect fit for
rock and xeriscape gardens. A fan of sun and plenty of reflected heat makes this
succulent a natural and beautiful screen for west facing block enclosures. When
provided with lots of direct sunlight, this versatile cactus thrives outdoors in the earth or
indoors in a container. To top off its multiple merits, the intriguing totem pole cactus,
with proper care, can grace Mother Earth with a lifespan of up to 100 years.

Note: If the parent plant has not yet developed limbs, propagation can occur by cutting
a piece of the column of the parent plant... two shorter plants for the price of one small
cut.

FERTILIZER

Have fertilizer questions? Read these excellent articles in the indexes. Go to the club
website at centralarizonacactus.org, click on CACSS at the top, then click on the
newsletter tab to open the newsletters. Go to the month/year you are looking for and
open the newsletter.

» Feed Me by Eric Lundberg, 11/19, page 12
* Fertilizing Indoor Plants: Ask an Expert by Steve Plath, 5/18, page 14
» Understanding Fertilizers by Gary Petterson, 4/90, page 1

*k%k

We now have 645 members.
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CACSS ANNUAL SHOW AND SALE MARCH 28-30, 2025 By Kathi Metzger

The exciting CACSS Annual Show and Sale will take place at Desert Botanical Garden
from March 28-30, 2025. Hundreds of incredible plants from the collections of our
members will be on display, allowing CACSS to share our love of cacti and succulents
with the public. The 2025 Annual Show and Sale will continue to provide a channel to
promote our organization, share the talents of our members and serve as a significant
means to highlight our collaboration with Desert Botanical Garden.

This event takes months of planning to make it successful. The lead team has been
meeting since July 2024 to prepare for our biggest event of the year. Lead team
members are Pat Adler, Bob Hopfner, Joan McDonnell, and Kathi Metzger. Over the
last four months, we are grateful that many CACSS members have volunteered their
time to serve in key positions, including:

« Show Chair: Pat Adler

« Promotions: Eric Ruggaard and Bob Hopfner
* Facilities: Joan McDonnell

+ Volunteer Scheduler: Chris Ginkel

+ Exhibitor Registrar: Tom Fruciano

* Lead Clerk: Jae Richardson

* Vendors: Ruthanne Laqua

+ Judges: CIiff Fielding

+ Cuttings: Bob Hopfner

+ Ambassadors: Daniella Pal

To make the 2025 Annual Show and Sale a huge success, there are several key roles
that need to be filled. Please be assured that you will be supported by the lead team in
every way possible:

+ Trophy Coordinator

+ Marketing Coordinator
* Photography

+ Potting Table

If you are able to help with any of these positions, please send an email through the
CACSS website with the tagline “Help with the 2025 Annual Show and Sale.” Our goal
is to fill these positions as soon as possible.

There will also be a need for CACSS members to support these key positions and
activities throughout the event, whether it is during the week preparation or during the
time the event is open to the public. An online volunteer sign up will be available in
early 2025 to be accessed through a link provided in a future club email blast.
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We are very grateful for the help and support that we have received during the early
planning stages of the Annual Show and Sale. Thank you for your passion to create an
event with elegance and excitement for others to enjoy.
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Aloe polyphylla by Hasan Jasim.

CONTACT INFORMATION FOR MEMBERS WILL NO LONGER BE PROVIDED
IN THE NEWSLETTER AS PROBLEMS HAVE OCCURRED. To contact a board
member, committee chair, specialist, or others, use the Contact Us form on the club
website. When filling in the form, put the name of the person in the subject field that
the message is intended for so it can be forwarded to the appropriate person.
Just click on the direct link below:

https://centralarizonacactus.org/contact-us/
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OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2024

Officers: President Don Begley | Vice President Chris Ginkel | Secretary Wayne
MacDonald | Treasurer Glen Legus

Members-at Large: Emily Adler | Pat Adler | Kim Andrews | Joanne Johnson | Joan
McDonnell | Kathy Metzger | Mary Miller | Erik Ruggaard

CACSS PROGRAM AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS 2024

* Annual Show and Sale Team: Pat Adler, Bob Hopfner, Joan McDonnell and Kathi
Metzger

* Archivist/Historian: Lois Schneberger

* Assistant Treasurer: Hank Radda

* Auction Chair: Chris Ginkel

 Audit Committee: Mike Gallagher

» CSSA Affiliate Representative: Don Begley

+ Calendar Coordinator: vacant

» Donations Coordinator: Chris Ginkel

* Education Committee chair: Sue Hakala

» Facebook Coordinators: Tom Briggs, Celeste Gornick, Ken Luiten, Erik
Ruggaard, Thom Young

» Facebook Swap and Shop Page: Erik Ruggaard and Tom Briggs

» Google Workspace Chair: Julie Catlett

 Graphic Designers: Erik Ruggard, Bob Hopfner

» Holiday Party: Sue Glenn

* Instagram Coordinator: Erik Ruggaard

» Keeping in Touch with Members: Jo Davis

» Co-Librarians: Diana Rogers and Nancy Mumpton

S RNA Ll L AN O a ™ e e N 1

Publication of material in the Central Spine does not imply agreement with the ideas expressed therein by
any portion of the membership of the CACSS, nor does it constitute an endorsement or support for any
portion of such material by the CACSS, or the Central Spine, regardless of any position or office held by

the author. All such material represents a comment and/or personal opinion of the author.

* Frivate rFiant >aies at ivieeungs: due lyrrel
» Propagation Education Group (PEG): Tristan Davis
* Pumice Sales: Tom Briggs

* Recognition Committee: Cricket Peterson

» Speaker Coordinator: Nadia Whiteside

* Trip Coordinator: vacant

» Website: Peter Bockenthien, Angela Stephens
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SPECIALISTS TO CONTACT WITH QUESTIONS

- Tristan Davis Specializations include plant propagation and heading PEG
(Propagation Education Group).

» Doug Dawson Specializations include growing from seed, flora of Namibia,
lithops, other mesembs, melocactus, and miniature cacti and succulents of Arizona.

* Tom Gatz Specializations include adenium, agave and growing succulent trees as
bonsai (bursera, portulacaria, ficus, operculicarya, pachycormus, etc.)

» Dean Patrick Specializations in softwood stem-cuttings, plant division and seed
starting, rooting cacti, agave, and aloe.

Direct any comments, questions, ideas to Editor Sue Hakala.

Adenium flower by Robert Sacha.
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