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FOUNDING OF THE CENTRAL ARIZONA CACTUS AND SUCCULENT 
SOCIETY   By Bob Moulis   May 1977 

For several years, whenever Henry Triesler and I got together, our conversations 
invariably fell into a familiar rut.  Phoenix needed a club devoted to the growing of cacti 
and succulents.  These talks usually took place after Cactomaniac meetings (they met 
at the Desert Botanical Garden and volunteered there in the 1970’s).  The 
Cactomaniacs were a fine group, but their interests appeared to be more service and 
socially oriented rather than horticultural.  We also felt that the club should be affiliated 
with the Cactus and Succulent Society of America.  Upon discussing this with other 
members of the local cactus-growing fraternity, I received mixed reactions.  Some 
thought it was a great idea, but others were horrified.  The latter said it would ruin 
Cactomaniacs and draw members away from the DBG. 

Henry and I were both enthusiastic garden members and could personally see no 
conflict between the two, so we decided to get a reaction from DBG Director Hubert 
Earle.  After the dire warnings we had received, I was a bit hesitant.  We approached 
him on a Sunday while picking up our plants at the close the the Cactus Show (which 
the DGB sponsored).  The result stunned me.  He said that it was a great idea and felt 
the need for such a group for a long time.  Only lack of time had prevented him from 
organizing one himself.  We asked if we might have a list of entrants to the plants 
section the annual Cactus Show, and he graciously provided one.  This became the 
nucleus of the list of people we contacted.  The invitations to the organizational meeting 
were printed by Henry, and the society had its first meeting at his home on April 17, 
1973.  By May 1973 the group agreed on a name, a workable set of bylaws and elected 
officers.   

The Central Arizona Cactus and Succulent Society was on its way.  The CACSS has 
been donating to and meeting at the DBG for five decades and is very grateful for all the 
support the garden has given the Society. 
   
To read more about the first meeting, click on this weblink:   May 1977 newsletter, then 
‘open link’ to go directly to the CACSS newsletter with this article in it. 

CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY OF AMERICA SENDS 
CONGRATULATIONS   By President Rod Haenni 

Congratulations to the Central Arizona Cactus and Succulent Society on the happy 
occasion of the club's 50th anniversary.  The Cactus and Succulent Society of America 
is proud to recognize this achievement and the club's prominence in the cactus and 
succulent hobby.   We remember fondly the CACSS hosted convention in 2017 and 
recognize the CACSS's strong commitment to conservation. 
  
A 50 golden barrel salute to another 50 years!   
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CENTRAL SPINE NEWSLETTER AND LOGO HISTORY  From the CACSS 
archives   By Editor Sue Hakala 

• September 1975 
The first issue of the society newsletter had 4 pages, containing 11 articles of varying 
lengths written by members and 4 line drawings on the left side of the first page.  It was 
put together by Charles Merbs.  He handed it out before the meeting.  Charles promised 
to edit two issues, then planned to use his chairman’s prerogative to assign someone 
else to carry on.  Charles suggested two contests:  one to find a clever name for the 
newsletter and another to design a logo for our Society. 

• July 1976  
Charles Merbs reported that his committee had selected the name for the CACSS 
Newsletter:  The Central Spine.  The name was suggested by DBG Director Hubert 
Earle.  The name was approved by the Board.  Merbs suggested that the logo might 
follow the name and be designed from a spine cluster, perhaps that of a native Arizona 
plant.  Since the name had been selected, it was decided that members might wish to 
provide additional logo designs in line with the central spine theme. 

• September 1976  
Charles Merbs reported that he had received some suggestions regarding the logo for 
The Central Spine, but that no sketches had been provided.  

• December 1976 
This was the first issue of the newsletter of the Central Arizona Cactus and Succulent 
Society to sport its new name, The Central Spine. 

• August 1977  
Lew Bremer presented a drawing that Tom Caldwell had prepared as a logo for The 
Central Spine.  The drawing represented the central spine of Ferocactus nobilus, which 
has a flattened central spine.  Henry said that Christina Delinsky was also preparing a 
drawing for consideration.  Merbs said that he had prepared a number of drawings of 
various Arizona cactus central spines.  It was decided that the various drawings would 
be presented to members at the September meeting and that members would vote on 
the selection of the logo at the October meeting. 

• October 1977 
Merbs showed submitted transparencies of the logo sketches at the monthly meeting.  It 
was pointed out that the various sketches have been done with differing artistic skill.  
However, members were reminded that it is the overall effect that we were to look for.  

• January 1979 
The newsletter had a summary of logo designs.  At the monthly 
meeting, a new logo was chosen at last!  The winner was drawn by Tom 
Caldwell. 
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OCTOBER MEGA AUCTION   By Chair Chris Ginkel 

 

When I received the final numbers for our Mega Auction 
event, I was blown away.  They were much higher than I 
had anticipated.  The first words that popped into my head 
were wow and thank you!  I am humbled by all of you who 
made this event a great success.  The volunteers, donors 
and bidders all came together and formed one great team.  
A total of $11,113 was brought in to our society.  Here’s a 
breakdown of the totals: 

•Live auction brought in $2,430. 
•Silent auction brought in $8,683. 
•There were a total of 125 bidders. 

 A very big thank you goes to Desert Botanical Garden for 
providing the time and space for this annual CACSS 
fundraiser.   

These types of 
auctions are one 
of the important 
fundraisers for 
our society.  With 
these funds we 
are able to 
continue with our 
purpose which is: 

•To teach how to 
grow and study 
cacti and other 
succulents and 
associated 
xerophytes. 
•To foster, 
disseminate and 
advance the 
knowledge and 
propagation of 
cactus and other 
succulents. 

• To promote interest in those plants among members and the general public. 
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Chris Ginkel

Cricket Peterson has captured the bidding frenzy.



• To support conservation programs that protect cacti and other succulent plants and 
their habitats. 

• To support Desert Botanical Garden and other organizations with a similar purpose. 
• To hold meetings open to the public for the study of these plants and to provide the 

opportunity and place to exhibit cactus and succulents. 

We hope it was a fun gathering for all.  We will continue to look for ways to improve the 
Mega Auction.  We look forward to seeing all of you at future CACSS events. 

To all of you, on behalf of the CACSS, thank you so much for your efforts in making this 
event a truly enjoyable and successful one.  It’s hard to come up with adequate words 
to describe how much your support means. 
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Anthony Wray and Bette Beck were the lucky bidders on 
some amazing plants at the live auction.  Photo by Wendy 

Barrett.



CENTRAL ARIZONA OPUNTIAS   By Greg Starr   All photos by the author except 
where noted. 

Looking through the Field Guide to the Cacti and Other Succulents of Arizona, one finds 
there are four species distributed throughout much of central Arizona and two others 
that have a more limited distribution in central Arizona.  Opuntias, or prickly pears, are 
tough plants that have, for the most part, weathered the mega drought being 
experienced in the western states. 

Plants are generally shrub-like, some upright with short trunks and others tending to 
sprawl along the ground.  The prickly pear “pads” are botanically called cladodes or 
cladophylls and are simply modified stems that can store water, expanding in times of 
ample water availability and contracting in times of drought.  Plants may or may not 
bear long thin spines that can be easily avoided if you are paying attention, but can 
sneak up on the inattentive or careless hiker or gardener.  Small hair-like spines are the 
bane of anybody who has handled an opuntia.  Flowers are composed of spirally 
arranged tepals that are large and showy, frequently pink or yellow, sometimes orange, 
yellow-orange, or yellow with red at the base. In opuntia and other cactus flowers, the 
sepals (calyx) and petals (corolla) are undifferentiated and termed tepals. 

Opuntia basilaris   The species name is derived from the Latin basal and refers to the 
branches arising from the base of the plant.  These can be either low growing sprawling 
plants or more upright and shrub-like.  Plants lack large spines but do have numerous 
tan to reddish-brown glochids.  The species is notable for its large pink flowers that are 

up to three inches across.  Blooming can start as early as February and continue 
through late June.  Plants grow well in full sun and with minimal supplemental irrigation.  
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 Opuntia basilaris showing off its 
vivid pink flowers in late spring.

The intense pink flowers up close and personal.



In Arizona, these occur mostly in the western one-third of the state, from the Utah 
border south through the counties of Coconino, La Paz, Maricopa, Mohave, Yavapai, 
and Yuma to the Mexico border.  They grow in sandy soil, along rocky hillsides, in open 
desert, and canyons below about 6,500 feet elevation.  The range does extend into 
much of southern California and parts of southern Nevada and southern Utah.  

Opuntia chlorotica   This species name refers to the yellowish green color of the pads.  
Plants typically grow 4–7 feet tall and 5–7 feet across.  Bluish-green or greenish-yellow 
pads are obovate to circular and shaped like Sunday morning pancakes measuring 6–8 
inches long by 5–8 inches across.  Spines, if present, are golden-yellow when new, age 

to red-brown or black and measure 1–1¾ inches long.  Numerous yellow to reddish-
brown glochids are crowded along the margins.  Bright yellow flowers are about 2½ 
inches in diameter and appear mostly in April and May.  These are widespread in 
Arizona, being found from the northwest corner, south and east to the southeast corner, 
absent only in the northeastern and extreme southwestern parts of the state.  Plants 
grow on flats, rocky hills and slopes, canyons in desert scrub, grasslands, and 
woodland from 1,900–7,900 feet elevation.  They also occur in southeastern California, 
Baja California state, Sonora, southwestern New Mexico, southern Nevada, and 
extreme southeastern Utah. 

Opuntia engelmannii   This was named in honor of 19th century German-born 
American botanist George Engelmann.  These are large upright to sprawling shrub-like 
plants growing 3–10 feet tall and spreading to 8 feet or more.  Green to yellowish-green 
pads are rounded, obovate, or elliptic, 6–12 inches long by 5–10 inches wide.  There 
are 1–6 white to yellow spines that are brown to reddish-brown toward the tip.  Golden 
yellow glochids darken with age and are generally few and far between but still 
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Left, a superb example of the not so spiny form of Opuntia chlorotica.  Right, a close-up view of the 
less spiny form of Opuntia chlorotica.  Photo by Vonn Watkins.



annoying when attached to exposed skin or clothing.  Large flowers are 2½–3½ inches 
across, open yellow on one day and orange if they open for a second day.  Peak bloom 
season is in April and May.  Plants are widespread in Arizona, occurring at least in parts 
of all counties.  They grow on slopes, in valleys and canyons, from desert scrub to 

montane forest from 1,000–8,000 feet elevation.  They also grow in southern California, 
extreme southern Nevada, Utah, New Mexico, Texas, and south into Sonora, 
Chihuahua, and Coahuila in Mexico. 

Opuntia macrocentra   The Greek macro, meaning large, was combined with the 
Greek centr, meaning center, to denote the large central spine.  Plants are dense and 
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 Left, a classic looking Opuntia engelmannii in the Sonoran Desert.  Right, the pure lemon-yellow flower of 
Opuntia engelmannii. 

Yellow flower with prominent red center is indicative of Opuntia macrocentra.



shrub-like, growing to 1–3 feet tall and 4 feet or more across.  Pale green, glaucous, or 
bluish-gray pads will color up to purplish, reddish-lavender, or dark red in times of 
stress, whether heat, cold, or drought.  Rounded or ovate pads are 4–7½ inches long 
and about the same width.  Spines are dark brown, reddish-brown, or black, usually 1–4 
at each areole and 2–5 inches long, with one being longer than the others.  Clusters of 
dark yellow to reddish-brown glochids are mostly concentrated along the margin in the 
upper half or near the apex of the pads.  Flowers are 2½–3½ inches across, yellow with 
red at the base of the tepals.  Prime flowering is from late April to June.  The species 
occurs mostly in eastern and southeastern Arizona to New Mexico, Texas, and south 
into adjacent Mexico.  In Arizona, plants grow in sandy soil and rocky hillsides in desert, 
grasslands and oak woodland from 2,900–5,300 feet elevation. 

Opuntia macrorhiza   The species name is a combination of the Greek macro, 
meaning large, and the Greek rhiz, meaning root, which is indicative of the large roots.  
These are low growing, spreading plants topping out at less than 1 foot tall and 
spreading to 6 feet with stems originating from tuberous roots.  Dull green or slightly 

glaucous pads are 
obovate to 
suborbicular, 2–4 
inches long and 2–3½ 
inches across.  There 
are 1–4 spines per 
areole, measuring 1–
2¼ inches long, mostly 
in the upper half of the 
pad, and generally 
white, light gray, or light 
brown.  Pale yellow or 
tan glochids form a 
dense apical tuft.  
Yellow flowers are 
reddish in the center, 
measure 2–2¼ inches 
wide and appear from 
early June on into July.  
This species is 
somewhat widespread 
in Arizona, and can be 
found from the Grand 
Canyon in the 

northwest across to the southeastern corner from about 2,900–7,000 feet elevation.  
Plants also occur from Utah and Arizona, east to Tennessee and Alabama and north to 
Minnesota and Wisconsin. 
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The long white spines of Opuntia macrorhiza can be hidden among 
shrubbery.  Photo by Vonn Watkins.



Opuntia phaeacantha   Combine the Greek phaeus, meaning dark colored, and the 
Greek akantha, meaning thorn or spine, and the name refers to the dark brown or dark 
gray spines.  Plants typically are low growing and wider than tall, reaching 1–3 feet high 
by 2–8 feet across.  Rounded, ovate or elliptic pads are medium green, dark green or 
bluish-green measuring 4–12 inches long by 3–8 inches across.  Spines are sometimes
absent or absent on the lower half of the pads, but when present, there are 1–8 per 

areole, up to 2¾ inches long, dark brown, reddish-brown, or gray.  Tan or reddish-brown 
glochids are prominent along the margins near the pad apex.  Large yellow flowers 
have red or light orange at the base of the tepals, are 2–3 inches across and appear 
mostly from April to July.  Plants are found in a broad swath from northwestern to 
southeastern Arizona, with scattered populations in the northeastern part of the state, 
only missing in Yuma County.  They are found in rocky, gravelly, loamy, or sandy soil in 
canyons and hillsides in open desert, grasslands, and juniper-pine woodlands from 
about 2,000–6,800 feet elevation.  They also occur in southern California, Nevada, 
Colorado, Utah, New Mexico, Texas, Sonora, Mexico, and Baja California. 

### 

Greg has written Agaves, Living Sculptures for Landscapes and Containers, Cool Plants 
for Hot Gardens, the revised edition of Cool Plants for Hot Gardens, and was one of the 
authors of a Field Guide to Cacti & Other Succulents of Arizona.  All are available in the 
CASSA library. 
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 Opuntia phaeacantha has a low sprawling form compared to Opuntia engelmannii as seen above.



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE   By Cricket Peterson 

I would like to give a great big thank you to all those who made the Silent Auction a 
huge success.  A special thank you to Chris Ginkel and Nick Diomede for organizing the 
silent auction.  It was perfect weather and a fun time was had by all.   

I appreciate all the members who helped gather plants from various locations, those 
who contributed plants from their gardens, and those who so generously bought all 
those plants and pots.  The 2023 Silent Auction made $11,113.  When compared to the 
2022 Silent Auction $7,131, this year’s is amazing!  It always goes well thanks to all of 
our fabulous volunteers who pitch in to make our events happen and run smoothly. 
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Tom Briggs sifting pumice at the pumice 
pile.  He made a makeshift sifter to separate 

the large pieces from the smaller pieces 
where the sizes were mixed.  It worked well 
and several members bought some.  By Kim 

Andrews.



WHY ARE PLANTS GREEN?   Photo and text by Tom Gatz 

No one knows for sure, but some new evidence suggests being green may help plants 
prevent cell damage by adjusting to rapidly changing levels of solar radiation.  

Why aren’t they blue?  Or red?  Plants appear green because they absorb almost all the 
photons in the red and blue regions of the light spectrum, but absorb only about 90% of 
the green photons.  If they absorbed more, they would look black to our eyes.  Plants 
are green because of the small amount of light they reflect in that color.  But aren’t they 
wasting all that extra energy they could be getting from the green light?  After all, green 
light holds the most energy of all the wave lengths.  Any solar panel salesperson can tell 
you a black solar panel absorbs more of the sun’s energy than would a green one.  If 
terrestrial plants had evolved to capture the maximum amount of the sun’s energy, why 
aren’t they black? 

One hypothesis (Armstrong 2014) 
suggests that terrestrial plants are mostly 
green because they originally evolved 
from aquatic plants under water where 
red and blue light penetrates better than 
green light.  When they adapted to land, 
they retained their now somewhat less 
efficient green color. 

More recently, a team of researchers at 
UC Riverside (Arp et al. 2020) developed 
a model that they believe supports a 
different explanation.  Their model 
suggests that reflecting green light to 
varying degrees enables plants to adjust 
to the rapidly changing levels of solar 
radiation, thereby protecting the cells 
from damage while still maximizing 
absorption of the sun’s energy.  Garbor, 
one of the co-authors of the study, 
explained that plants have a wide variety 
of tactics to prevent damage due to 
overexposure to the sun, ranging from 
molecular mechanisms of energy release 
to physical movement of the leaf to track 
the sun.  Plants have even developed 
effective protection against UV light, just 
as in sunscreen (Pittalwala 2020). 
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Reflecting green light to varying degrees may 
protect plant cells from damage caused by rapid 

fluctuation in solar radiation.  Agave salmiana 
‘Green Goblet’ in the foreground; Agave parryi 

behind, Stenocereus thurberi (organ pipe cactus) 
on right, and Lophocereus schottii var. monstrous 

(totem pole cactus) on left.



“Photosynthesis may be thought of as a kitchen sink,” Gabor explained, “where a faucet 
flows water in and a drain allows water to flow out.  If the flow into the sink is much 
bigger than the outward flow, the sink overflows and the water spills all over the floor.  
Similarly, in photosynthesis, if the flow of solar power into the light harvesting network is 
significantly larger than the flow out, the network must adapt to reduce the sudden over-
flow of energy,” he said.  “When the network fails to manage these fluctuations, the 
organism attempts to expel the extra energy.  In doing so, the organism undergoes 
oxidative stress” (which damages cells by affecting the ability of plants to detoxify 
certain chemicals). 

Garbor said their model shows that by absorbing only very specific colors of light, plants 
may automatically protect themselves against sudden changes in solar energy, resulting 
in very efficient power conversion.  “This very simple design principle could also be 
applied in the design of human-made solar cells,” said co-author van Grondelle.   

Have a sunny day, and don’t forget your sunscreen. 

Thanks to Kevin Hultine, DBG director of research, for reviewing an earlier draft of this 
article. 

References: 
Armstrong, J.E. 2014.  How the Earth Turned Green—A Brief 3.8 Billion-Year History of 
Plants.  Univ. Chicago Press. 563 pp. 
Arp, T.B., J. Kistner-Morris, V. Aji, R.J. Cogdell, R. van Grondelle, and N.M. Gabor. 
2020.  Quieting a noisy antenna reproduces photosynthetic light-harvesting spectra.  
Science. vol. 368, no. 6498. 
Pittalwala, I. June 25, 2020. Why Are Plants Green? Univ. Calif., Riverside Online News 
https://news.ucr.edu/articles/2020/06/25/why-are-plants-green, 
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Material in the Central Spine may be reprinted by nonprofit organizations (unless such 
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CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY OF AMERICA (CSSA) IS SEEKING A 
BUSINESS MANAGER 

The Cactus and Succulent Society of America (CSSA) is currently seeking an individual 
to serve as the business manager.  The ideal candidate will possess strong leadership 
abilities, excellent communication skills and a passion for fostering the mission and 
vision of CSSA.  This is a unique opportunity to contribute to the growth and success of 
a vibrant community dedicated to the appreciation and conservation of cacti and 
succulents.  This is a paid position. 

We are looking for a business manager to: 
• Serve CSSA effectively, ensuring seamless day-to-day operations. 
• Execute Board of Directors (BoD) strategic plans, program development and 

policies.  To coordinate with officers to provide excellent service to members. 
• Manage relationships with external entities. 
• Manage finances, including invoices, payments and budgets with the treasurer.  
• Maintain membership records and coordinate mass mailings. 
• Provide quarterly updates to the BoD, evaluating programs and suggesting 

resource allocations. 
• Foster positive communication with CSSA affiliates.  Handle correspondence with 

members and organizations.   
• Supervise CSSA's presence at shows and conventions. 
• Ensure secure backups of CSSA's electronic data. 
• Arrange and communicate board meeting logistics. 
• Handle all incoming CSSA mail appropriately. 

The ideal candidate should have: 
• Proven track record in nonprofit management, including 501(c)(3) familiarity. 
• Proficiency in financial management and budgeting. 
• Excellent interpersonal skills to collaborate with diverse stakeholders. 
• Knowledge of web hosting, design and internet commerce is advantageous. 

 
Join us in our mission to promote our appreciation and preservation of cacti and 
succulents.  If you are dedicated to creating a significant difference in the world of 
cactus and succulents, we welcome your application.  To apply, please submit your 
resume and a cover letter to Rod Haenni, president CSSA at rhaenni@comcast.net. 
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Publication of material in the Central Spine does not imply agreement with the ideas expressed therein by 
any portion of the membership of the CACSS, nor does it constitute an endorsement or support for any 
portion of such material by the CACSS, or the Central Spine, regardless of any position or office held by 

the author.  All such material represents a comment and/or personal opinion of the author. 



CACSS LIBRARY HISTORY   By Co-Librarian Diana Rogers                                    

The organization of a CACSS library was a logical step after the creation of the Central 
Arizona Cactus and Succulent Society in April 1973.  Elaine Moulis, one of the 22 
founding members, was named librarian in September 1976.  The collection was begun 
with just two books, thus enabling our members with the means to further their 
education, study and research of the propagation and cultivation of cactus and 
succulents. 

Elaine (1976-1978) was followed by Librarians Christina Dezelsky (1978-1982) and 
Marilyn Fitz-Randolph (1983-1988).  Frequently, the position included club historian 
duties.  The collection grew primarily through member donations, and in March of 1982, 
a portable bookcase was added.  The Birthday Apple Fund was started in May 1983, its 
purpose to fund library purchases.  Members were encouraged to donate a penny for 
each year on every birthday, and a dollar was politely suggested for those not willing to 
state their age.  In October 1983, $25.25 had been raised and the first title, Cullman’s 
The Encyclopedia of Cactus, was purchased.  By July 1987, the Birthday Fund had 
grown large enough to purchase five books. 

The succeeding librarians served two or three year terms through the next decade:  
Joan Skirvin (1989-1990), Tim Chapman (1991-1993), Rod and Lisa Northrop 
(1994-1995), Frances Volz (1996-1997), Karen Kravcov (1998-1999), and Muriel 
Beroza (2000-2002).  By 1991, members were regularly donating books as well as 
issues of the Cactus and Succulent Journal.  In September 1991, Tim Chapman 
compiled an inventory of the collection, with a brief description of each item.  
Throughout the 1990’s, book reviews of both intermediate and advanced titles were 
included in the CACSS newsletter.  By November 1991, the collection now totaled 128 
titles and the list was published in The Central Spine.  

Librarians Paul Schueneman (2002-2005; 2010-2014) and Erik Anderson (2006-2010) 
continued the development and expansion of the library.  In August 2002, the collection 
was moved to Webster Auditorium.  Now too large to appear in the newsletter, a 
compiled library catalog was made available to members.  Soon it was sent by email 
and by 2004, print copies were at meetings and the catalog posted on the CACSS 
website.  Topics supporting the library were added to The Central Spine, including book 
reviews, recent purchases, member donations, and summaries of recent issues of the 
Cactus and Succulent Journal.  Starting in January 2008, issues both old and new of 
The Central Spine were maintained in the collection.   

In 2013, Paul requested three additional book carrier volunteers to assist the librarians 
bringing books to the meetings.  Paul retired in 2014 and the position was filled by Co-
Librarians Nancy Mumpton and Wendy Barrett (2015-2021).  They continued the 
newsletter publication of new titles, book reviews and member donations.  Two books 
could be borrowed by members in good standing for a period of two months, a practice 
that continues to this day.  As the collection continued to grow, additional book carriers 
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were added to the team.  Armed with plastic bins and heavy carts, library volunteers 
stored the bin, cart and books in their home between meetings.  The remaining older 
and rare titles were stored in Webster’s bookcase, and by 2019, there were ten carriers 
bringing books to the approximately nine meetings per year.  The library catalog was 
searchable on the CACSS website, enabling members to request specific titles. 

Today, Co-Librarians Diana Rogers and Nancy Mumpton (2022-to date) share the 
various duties of maintaining databases, record-keeping and equipment, as well as 
purchasing, withdrawing or replacing items and coordinating the book carriers.  The 
CACSS Library growth over the past 47 years is significant, from just two books to more 
than 500 items, and the library is an important addition at our meetings.  In 2022, 66 
members borrowed 93 books, and in 2023, we had the library at 8 meetings, checking 
out 87 books to 65 members.  It’s easy for us to see what appeals most, whether it’s for 
the beginner, something both practical and simplified, or the propagation, taxonomy or 
botanical and scientific materials.  Some titles frequently borrowed are:  

• Euphorbia Journal, Euphorbia Society, Vol.1-10  

• Taxonomy of Cactaceae, Joel Lode, 2015 

• Aloes and Agaves in Cultivation, Jeff Moore, 2016 

•  The Saguaro Cactus: A Natural History, David Yetman, 2020 

•  Field Guide to Cactus and Succulents of Arizona, Peter Breslin, 2015.  

Going forward, our goal is keeping the CACSS Library timely, current and readily 
available to members while appealing to a broad level of interest, expertise and 
enthusiasm.  As members, we have an extraordinary collection at our disposal, so 
please take advantage of this membership perk.   

Librarians Nancy Mumpton and Diana Rogers wish to thank the following volunteer 
book carriers for their service, thus making the CACSS Library possible at our monthly 
meetings:  Rose Arciniaga, Wendy Barrett, Pam Edsall, Wayne MacDonald, Daniela 
Pal, Ken and Pat Phillips, Donald and Elise Sexton, Nadia Whiteside, and Ann Winchell.   
Please contact either Nancy or Diana if you have queries or need assistance. 
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 Be sure to visit CACSS on the web at: centralarizonacactus.org, 
Facebook, Instagram and YouTube at: CentralArizonaCactus, and 

members only at:  CentralArizonaCactus Swap and Shop.



CENTRALARIZONACACTUS FACEBOOK PAGE   By Michelle Schrade 

The Central Arizona Cactus and Succulent Society (CACSS) entered the realm of social 
media on Facebook July 31, 2014.  The page was created to act as an outreach of the 
CACSS.  Since then, over 6,400 people worldwide have gained exposure to our group, 
making our mission global.   

The page name was changed to CentralArizonaCactus FB Page on October 10, 2019.  
The number of posts a day range from 5–20+, depending on the time of year.  Growing 
season is our busiest time and our page is filled with pictures of cactus and succulents 
in bloom.  Several of our society members are active on our Facebook page providing 
answers and advice to the huge number of questions asked annually.  The most 
common questions are for plant identification, types of soil and fertilizer to use, what 
killed their plants, pest and disease ID and control, where to purchase plants, and 
auxiliary items such as pots, greenhouses, etc.  CACSS members, Chris Ginkel, Tom 
Briggs, Celeste Gornick, Ken Luiten, Dan Smith, and Thom Young have acted as group 
administrators.   

Each month, an article about the CAC FB page is included in the Central Spine 
newsletter.  A fun feature of the column is cactus and succulent photos of the month.  
The selections are made from hundreds of photos posted the previous month on our FB 
page.  Thom Young, CACSS member and CAC administrator, was the original author of 
the column.  He passed the baton to yours truly in November 2018.   

Each month a photo of a cactus and succulent posted by CentralArizonaCactus 
members is selected for recognition. 
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Left, Cactus of 
the Month: 
Ferocactus 

posted October 
19 by Wendy 

Barrett.   

Succulent of the 
Month:  Adenium 
posted October 
15 by Robert 

Sacha.



2024 CACSS DUES ARE DUE   By Membership Chair Beth Kirkpatrick 

Your 2024 dues renewal is due by 12/31/2023.  We operate on a calendar year basis. 
There are three ways to pay: 

1. At a meeting 
2. PayPal or credit card on our website: https://centralarizonacactus.org/

membership/ 
3. Print the membership form on our website and surface mail it to our P.O. box.  

This method is the least desirable as the post office box is picked up infrequently. 
If you are unsure if your 2024 dues are paid, email Beth Kirkpatrick at 
centralarizonacactus@gmail.com 
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CONTACT INFORMATION FOR MEMBERS WILL NO LONGER BE PROVIDED 
IN THE NEWSLETTER AS ISSUES HAVE OCCURRED. To contact a board 
member, committee chair or specialist, use the Contact Us form on the club 

website. When filling in the form, put the name of the person in the subject field 
that the message is intended for so it can be forwarded to the appropriate person. 

Just click on the direct link:  https://centralarizonacactus.org/contact-us/ 

Crested barrel cactus by 
Lara Windbringer.

https://centralarizonacactus.org/membership/
https://centralarizonacactus.org/membership/
mailto:centralarizonacactus@gmail.com

