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President’s Letter... Kathy Butler

I am sorry that I will miss the opportunity to get to know everyone a little better. My
employer requests my presence in Atlanta, GA and 1 am unable to attend the February
meeting...

It is hard to believe that February is almost gone. My Rose Jasmine is blooming on the
fence, a yearly reminder that spring will be here soon.

Its transplanting time in the ghetto garden, so named because everything is currently
growing on TV trays, except the Stapeliads — they have a plant stand in the back corner of
the patio. If they get too smelly, [ can blame it on the dumpster in the parking lot.

[ really have purchased everything that I need to build a respectable shade house. The
Homeowners Association will run out of patience soon. So far they have tolerated the
rescued cacti all over the front porch, Rose Jasmine making its way up the power lines and
a Giant Bird of Paradise about eight feet tall that looks as if it as just survived a hurricane.

My Glottiphyllum nellii are so crowded that they look like free form sculptures. The
Pleiospilos simulens and P. nelli “Royal Flush” are hanging over the sides of the cups.
Faucaria tigrinia, Tricodiadema bulbosum and Tanquana prismatica are not far behind. It is
amazing the amount of plant life that comes out of 88 cent packets of seeds from Mesa
Garden.

A visitor at last year’s Show and Sale did not have a very high opinion of “seed people.”
His rhetorical question was “And what are you going to do with all of those seedlings?”
Well, there is the silent auction at every meeting, gift plants for newcomers, plant
swapping with friends and other “seed people” and an unending supply of plants for the
October Plant Sale - eventually.

The CACSS Annual Plant Show and Sale. It is time for those of you who have a travel-
ing trophy to start thinking about returning it CACSS for the 2006 show. Think of it this
way, if you don’t bring it back, you won’t have the opportunity to win it two years in a row.

Since most of you will be visiting the Show and Sale anyway, why not volunteer for a
couple of hours? There is something of interest for everyone and it really is fun to be a part
of the Shov. and Sale and not just a bystander. {Editor’s Note: Contact Ingrid Swenson at
602-957-9865 or iswenson(@cox.net for more information. }

Continued on page 3...
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Calendar

February 25th & 26th, Saturday & Sunday, 9 am - 5 pm
Desert Botanical Garden’s Flower Power Festival
Celebrate the start of spring with a festival all about flowers. Help staff the
club’s informational table at this annual event. Call or email Leo Martin for
more details.

February 26th, Sunday, 2 pm
Regular club meeting
Dorrance Hall, Desert Botanical Garden
Leo Martin, CACSS Vice President, will give a presentation on Agaves,
Yuccas and Cacti of Oaxaca, Mexico.

March 17th - 19th, Friday - Sunday
Desert Botanical Garden’s Spring Plant Sale

March 26th, Sunday, 2 pm
Regular club meeting
Dorrance Hall, Desert Botanical Garden

April 1st, Saturday, 1 pm - 3 pm
Open Garden
Ken & Deanna Jones andRay & Sue Daley
The Jones garden features a collection of palm trees and cycads. The Daley
garden features in-the-ground cacti and succulents. The two gardens are in
Sun City, and relatively close together. The Jones garden is near Bell Rd. &
107 Ave (Del Webb Blvd), and the Daley garden is near Bell Rd and 99
Ave. More details in the next SPINE. Try it, you just might like it.

April 28th - 30th, Friday - Sunday, 9 am - 5 pm
Annual Show & Sale
Desert Botanical Garden
Dorrance Hall & Boppart Courtyard
Volunteers are needed! Contact Ingrid Swenson for details.

May 5th - 7th, Friday - Sunday
Sonoran VI
Tucson Cactus & Succulent Conference
Inn Suites, Tucson, AZ

May 21st, Sunday, 2 pm (Not the last Sunday)
Regular club meeting
Dorrance Hall, Desert Botanical Garden

June 25th, Sunday, 2 pm
Regular club meeting
Dorrance Hall, Desert Botanical Garden

Aloe globuligemma bud

Publication of the material in the Central Spine does not imply agreement with
the ideas expressed therein by any portion of the membership of the CACSS,
nor does it constitute an endorsement or support for any portion of such
material by the CACSS, or the Central Spine, regardless of any position or
office held by the author(s). All such material represents a comment and/or
personal opinion of the author(s).



CACSS Board Meeting Minutes for January 26, 2006

Lee Brownson is still working on the Club’s non profit status. A lawyer will be needed.

Lee reported that 900 plants were rescued from the Verrado property. He is looking for other possible sites. Contact him if you
have any information about future developments.

The issue of keeping members informed about upcoming programs was discussed. This is most difficult to do for members who do
not have e-mail. Post cards might be an efficient method of doing this since the problem should not come up very often.

Cynthia Robinson is now our newsletter editor. She said that the deadline for articles will be two weeks before each upcoming
general meeting (meetings are held the last Sunday of the month).

The Annual Show and Sale was discussed. The Tucson Cactus and Succulent Society will be invited to join the venders for the
purpose of selling their rescue plants and the Arizona Native Plant Society will be invited to set up a display. The Desert
Botanical Garden has said that we cannot hold a raffle this year because it would conflict with the rules governing their newly
acquired license to sell liquor. An allowable alternative will be sought.

Many other topics were touched upon but no decisions were made. The membership will be kept informed as decisions are made.

Sue Daley

President’s Letter continued from page 1... Kathy Butler

The Red Cup Society. Doug Dawson has agreed to teach the first Growing from Seed workshop. Cliff Fielding anticipates
holding the workshop during the second week of March. The time and day is yet to be determined.

Those of you who left your names at Cliff Fielding’s Open Garden or signed up at the January General Meeting will be notified
once the time and date for the workshop is finalized. It is not too late for anyone who has an interest in growing plants from

seeds to participate. The first workshop will be limited to 30 people.

{Editor’s Note: Contact Cliff Fielding at 602-625-5186 or clifffielding¢msn.com for more information. }

On the Road Again. Leo Martin and Cynthia and Monte Crawford recently returned from a trip to Oaxaca, Mexico.
Doug Dawson spent several weeks in Argentina and Chile and is still sorting through the eleven hundred or so photographs he
shot during the trip.

It looks as though there will be two new presentations to enjoy this year, beginning with Leo’s presentation at the February
meeting on Agaves, Yuccas and Cacti of Oaxaca, Mexico.

Dual Citizenship. Many of the CACSS members are also members of the Tucson Cactus & Succulent Society and attend the
Tucson meetings at 7:00 pm on the First Thursday of the month. Once Denise Diederich gets the message boards up, you might
be able to carpool with another CACSS member. For additional information, check out the TCSS’s website at
WWW, TUCSONCACIUS.Org.

The TCSS is hosting the CSSA Convention in 2009. Convention veterans will have an opportunity to share first hand advice on
how to successfully host/survive a CSSA Convention.

The TCSS has succeeded in planting Barrel cacti, Hedgehogs and other rescued plants in planter boxes at the Arizona State
Building. Engraved plaques are to be placed on some of the planter boxes to raise public awareness of the viability of transplanted
cacti.

Why didn’t we think of that?
Yours Truly,

Kathy Butler
President, CACSS



Aphids: Amazons of the Insect World... Sue Hakala

Aphids are the Amazons of the insect world. The virgin females give birth to about seven live young a day all summer long. In
autumn males are born without mouths solely to service the females, sort of like the ultimate Stepford male. Eggs laid at this time
that will over winter to emerge in the spring.

Hungry these drill-mouthed little beings are. They aren’t particularly picky, happy to suck up thousands of plant species’ proteins
and sugars. Aphids are defenseless against predation, and enlist ants as their security guards. If you see ants running up and down
your plants, suspect aphids and take a good look at the base of the plant, in the soil and on the undersides of leaves. The ants
stroke the backs of their small friends encouraging them to excrete a drop of honeydew from their teeny, tiny butts. Honeydew,
mostly made up of water, contains nutrients: amino acids (the building blocks of proteins) and sugars. In delighted return, the
ants keep them safe from parasites and predators. When need be, ants will sometimes even build little shelters over them.
Herded together by the ants as a dairyman does his cows, the aphids thrive.

Unfortunately, your plants won’t. The best defense is to strike when the aphid population is small. Check your plants carefully
for natural enemies of aphids such as green lacewings, aphid predator midges, lady beetles (ladybugs), and parasitic wasps. If
present, these predators will keep the population in check with no action on your part needed. If not, then blast the aphids off
with a hose every 2-3 days, and get under the leaves. Once blasted off, they can't find their way back on. Some people swear by
insecticidal soaps, others by spraying on water with a few drops of dishwashing soap in it. Systemics work too. Check with your
nursery for the best one to use on your plant as different ones work on different aphids.

How I Found te ﬁACSS... | S Joan Skirvin

I enjoyed reading how our new President, Kathy Butler, came to join the Central Arizona Cactus & Succulent Society and I was
inspired to tell you how I found the Society and the Desert Botanical Garden and joined up in 1974, probably before some of you
were born.

At that time my collection consisted of a few succulents and some very small cactus usually purchased at Kmart or Payless. We
also had a few which had been given to me when we lived in Cincinnati, Ohio and which we moved with us to Schenectady,
New York and brought with us on our move here in 1969. I was eager to find out where one could find the beautiful plants I saw
in people’s yards and in the books I brought home from the library in an attempt to learn the names and care for the plants that
we then had. I also had some seedlings germinated from a “Cactus Mixture” from the Park Seed Company, the only source I

could find.

The occasion that brought the Cactus Society to my attention was a garden club show at Encanto Park, as I remember it.
We stopped by and I met Frank Hennessey and Bob Moulis, two of the original members. At that time the meetings were held
in members’ homes and one needed an invitation and instructions on who was holding the meeting. 1 think Frank was the
Secretary at that time and he kindly sent me a letter with the information, but it was a date when I could not attend. The next
month he sent another announcement and I missed that one, too. I had been warned that only one or two notices would be
given, so | wrote back and begged for another opportunity and finally made it to a meeting.

There were enough attendees by that time that it was apparent meetings would have to be held in larger quarters, and permission
was given by Mr. Earle, then the superintendent of the garden, to use Webster Auditorium. At times we had only about a dozen
or so people show up for meetings, but the faithful like Frank and Phil Hennessey, Bob and Elaine Moulis, Henry Treisler,
Margaret Caldwell, and Kent Newland, usually made it to the meetings.

We had the annual show which brought in lots of visitors to the DBG. Fran and Lee Tollison, also regular attendees, usually
walked away with the big trophies with their wonderful specimen plants, always beautifully potted, and in great condition.



Around My (Or Your?) Desert Garden... Bob Torrest

January 31 - The pattern of above average temperatures, no rain and an occasional light freeze (at mid-month) continues.
Flowering trees include Acacia farmesiana and Eucalyptus torquata but cascalote, Chorisia, African sumac and Acacia salicina
are mostly done. Shrubs flowering include the Cassias; C. artemisioides (fragrant), C. nemophila (similar but greener) and
C. oliogophila (larger leaves). Cape honeysuckle continues to flower and a tropical calliandra has come on as Calliandra californica
gets done. Ruellias, chuparosa, salvias and justicias continue to provide some color. Hardenbergia, a tough vine with violet
flowers is getting started.

There was still a bright yellow flower spike on one Aloe ramosissima and A. branddraaiensis still has a fresh looking 3 ft red flower.
Other Aloes now in flower include A. vaombe, A. sinkatana, A. cryptopoda, A. ferox, A. arborescens, A. striata, A. variegata,
A. secundiflora {flowers all in one direction), A. superba, A. saponaria and A. vera (and several others I have yet to identify).
There are nice hybrids of A. dorothea and A. variegata x saponaria. A frost stopped the development of A. suprafoliata’s flower,
but spikes are starting on A. kedongensis (a nice bushy plant), A. zebrina and A. karasbergensis. With aloes you get these winter
flowers, and often even more colorful, hummingbirds which find them all.

Cochemia maritima flowered for a long time and now several mammillarias have started. One Ferocactus latispinus still has a purple
flower and F. glaucesens is getting started (yellow). There are more flowers on Myrtillocactus geometrizans cristata and nice purple
color on Opuntia violacea “Santa-Rita” and some Stenocereus (especially one sold as "Mexican Organ Pipe"). Many columnar
cacti can take more cold than the books indicate. Both Browningia hertlingianus (blue) and Polaskia chichipe looked happy (so far)
in the colder winter of Green Valley. Although Cephalocereus senilis is very slow growing and said to need limestone and warmth,
I've recently seen a 25 ft plant surrounded by several 8 ft columns in a yard up high on the east side of Camelback Mountain.
The book by Innes and Glass says that the three plants just mentioned all need a minimum temperature of 55F (this probably
means for pots).

Last time the larger Agaves suitable for full sun (or almost) were cited. Of course, there are many others that can take a lot
of sun but are mostly better with some shade. Some of the best are A. titanota (slow but worth it), A. colorata, A. cerulata,
A. chrysantha, A. parryi, A. guiengola, A. macroacantha and A. ocahui. Agave victoria-reginae is available in several compact and
variegated forms and makes nice hybrids with A. lechuguilla and A.
scabra ("sharkskin"). A smaller plant, sometimes incorrectly sold as ##
A. titanota is listed as sp nova or SpFO 076 and has tan teeth with
apple green leaves. Agave sebastiana and A. ghiesbreghtii are medium 7
sized and attractive. With more shade, A. decipiens, a tropical dark
green plant, will slowly get very large and  looks deceptively like a
large yucca. A. attenuata can take some morning sun and needs ”
frost protection but forms clumps of soft spineless leaves (it is very .
common along the coast in Southern California). Agave tequiliana :
has, so far, only done well in shade.

The June 30 article in this series gave some soil temperature
variations in pots and in the ground. It was obvious that you don't &
want to keep plants in black plastic pots in the summer sun
since soil temperature can reach 15 to 30F above the already high
air temperature. Now, with temperatures varying from about 40
to 75F on sunny days, 5 gallon soil temperatures will have a similar
range whether wet or dry. When books suggest that cacti be kept
at temperatures above 55F, they are probably referring to potted
plants which outdoors would track the cooler evening air tempera- |
tures. On the other hand, temperatures just a few inches below &
ground surface varied from 53 to 67F, a smaller range and
certainly easier on cactus cuttings than pots outdoors. Of course,
many agaves and aloes are fine with these pot soil temperature &
swings and even with a light freeze. :

P.S. There will be a good variety of aloes, agaves and cacti at our
sale on March 25. Call or E - mail for details. . .
One of Bob's unidentified Aloes—Now identified as A. capitata
hybrid, thanks to some friends in South Africa.



Mini Bits... Ray Daley

MINI Bits......it doesn’t seem to happen as much here as it did back in Ohio (ch no, there he goes again!), but there the first
promise of spring was the arrival of the first plant/seed catalog. One spring we got close to 100, we were that much out of control.
One of our favorites was from a smallish nursery we visited on one of our hosta convention tours. We were enjoying our
wanderings around the place and went into the open greenhouse. In one back corner there was a stash of plants surrounded by
that yellow tape which was plainly indicating ‘hands off’. Even so, we stopped to look and while doing so the owner came in and
politely told us those plants were not for sale. We said we had assumed that, but wondered what that plant was (pointing to one
unknown to us). In the ensuing conversation we let slip that we were into hardy cactus and succulents, as was he, so he stepped
over the tape, picked up the plant we had asked about (a Manfreda) and said “here, try this one”. As he continued showing us
thru the greenhouse he repeated that offer with several more plants, with the only payment allowed being “just let me know how
they do for you”. Anyway, as [ said, one of our favorite catalogs is from his nursery, if only for the humor in some of the plant
descriptions. Here are some (in shortened form) from our most recent issue.....and I'm not making these up:

“Agave striata (Narrow Leaf Century Plant): This agave looks quite different with narrow rounded grey-green leaves that are
quite stiff and delightfully painful...ask your friend to weed around this one for some real laughs!

Agave stricta (Hardy Century Plant): This Mexican species of agave is worthy of a starring role in one of those Fatal Attraction
movies...

Aspidistra elatior “Ginga” (Speckled Cast Iron Plant): A. elitior “Ginga” is confused in the trade with the smaller A. “Milky
Way”...typical bold foliage is speckled creamy white, as though a low bid painter just finished the ceiling above...

Arracacia sp. Mexico (Funny Carrot Relative From Mexico)...

Callirhoe involucrata var. tenuissima (Mexican Wine Cups): If you have grown wine cups and had trouble fitting them into your
color scheme, (they do clash with old blue Chevys and flue pipe planters) then here is the plant for you...(RD: attn Judy B - this is
also called poppy mallow)

Chamaecyparis obtusa “Nana Gracillis”: This popular hinoki cypress cultivar was introduced from England in 1867. The shell-like
branches of dark green foliage make an upright free form conifer. In ten years, expect it to reach 8' tall and 2' wide. Picture the
Swamp Thang (southern for “thing”) doing a belly dance and you can visualize the plant's shape...a great specimen!

Chaemaecyparis pisifera “Plumosa Compressa” (Dwarf Plume False Cypress): This cute rock garden candidate makes a dense
cushion of grey-gold foliage...to the touch, it feels sort of like a shaved poodle with a skin disease.

Dasylirion wheeleri (Blue Sotol): This surprisingly hardy yucca relative is absolutely exquisite... The end of each leaf forms a little
cowlick curl...like Elvis used to have! (I mean, like Elvis STILL has...somewhere). Comparing this to a yucca is akin to comparing
Dolly Parton to Alice Cooper!

Dasylirion longissimum (Narrow Leaf Sotol): D. longissimum is the most spectacular of all the sotols, and without spiny leaves. The
magnificent specimens are a fountain of thinly pencil-form, arching leaves to 3' - looking sort of like a car antenna after getting
caught in a cheap carwash.

Hibiscus grandiflorus (Velvet Mallow): Awesome hibiscus with felty grey leaves (right off an Elvis picture) on seven foot
stalks, and 12" light pink flowers in late summer...a structural marvel in the garden. In winter, we (and the birds) enjoy the
giant stalks with dramatic seed pods perched on the top. Who needs toilet paper by the outhouse, when you've got a couple of
velvet mallows?

Tricyrtis (Toad Lily): Toad lilies are sort of like Smuckers jellies...with a name like that, they gotta be good"

The catalog cover featured a drawing of Martha Stewart and Roger Swain (former host of “Victory Garden”) in a pose imitating
Grant Woods' painting “American Gothic”...............Ray D.



My Cactus & Succulent Filled Life... Cynthia Robinson

Just as Joan Skirvin was inspired to tell her story of how she found the CACSS, T have also been inspired to write about my
cactus and succulent filled life...

My journey into the world of cacti & succulents began in 1977 when as a small tot, I grabbed a hold of one of my mom’s cacti,
thinking that it was some strange new toy. OUCH! That hurt — or so I've been told. Ever since that day, you could say that
have been bitten by the cactus bug.

My younger years were spent living, breathing (and sometimes eating) cacti. Both my mother & grandmother were members
of the Kansas City Cactus & Succulent Society, as well as the Cactus & Succulent Society of America. There were numerous
summer vacations spent in the desert hunting cacti and rocks, and a most memorable three week trip to Baja in the early 80’s. I
still remember hunting for plastic Easter-eggs, which my mother & grandparents had cleverly hid under Agaves and other cacti
and succulents near La Bufadora, BCN, hiking for miles in search of a newly discovered Mammillaria, and camping on the beach
near La Paz, BCS. Reminiscing about the trip has also brought back memories of my hands and pant legs being covered in
“jumping Cholla,” which is probably why I keep a healthy distance from them now!

My interest in cacti & succulents waned during my high school and college years, and did not really come back full force until
my early 20’s. At that time, [ had a fair interest in growing temperate and tropical bonsai, and really had not given any thought
to using succulent trees for bonsai. My mom convinced me to attend the Midwestern C&S Conference and introduced me
to Chuck Hanson who was a speaker and vendor at the conference. I must say that since that day, I have not had much of an
interest in growing anything that was not a cactus or succulent.

My grandparents passed away during the winter of 2003-2004, and it was at that time when I decided it was time for me to move
on. My mom and [ came to Phoenix for a short vacation in April of 2004, and by the time we had boarded the plane to go home,
I had already made a deposit on a townhouse and joined the DBG. Once home, an internet search found the CACSS, and the
rest is history!

Now that you know a little bit about me, I would like to hear more about you. So, if you have a story that you'd like to share,
whether it be how you came to know the CACSS, your favorite plant or both, send it to me at crobin500@msn.com.

Below are some of my favorite plants and photos.

Monadenium
sp. Tanzania

Aloe
claviflora
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Plant Questions??? Who 1o Contact!!!

Many CACSS members have experience with different kinds of succulent plants. [ hope they will add their
names to the following list (just call or e-mail Bob Torrest). For now, with the first four, the list is simply
alphabetical with principle interests. When more members add their information, the list will also be cross-
referenced by topic.

DOUG DAWSON Specialization includes Flora of Namibia, Growing from Seed,
480-893-1207 Lithops, other Mesembs & Melocactus.
doug.dawson(@gcmail.maricopa.edu
MIKE GALLAGHER Specialization includes Aloes, Haworthias, Columnar Cacti &
602-942-8580 Turbinicarpus.
gallman@azboss.net
CYNTHIA ROBINSON Specialization includes Flora of Madagascar, Growing from Seed,
602-615-2261 Caudiciform & Pachycaul Succulents, Aloes, Apocynaceae,
crobin500@msn.com Burseraceae, Euphorbiaceae, Fouquieria, & Succulent Bonsai.
BOB TORREST Specialization includes Desert Landscaping, Unusual (including
480-994-3868 Rare Fruit) Trees & Shrubs, Aloes, Agaves, Columnar Cacti,

robertst9114@msn.com Trichocereus & Opuntia.



