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CACSS 1999 SHOW RESULTS

Total Points (Sponsored by Rod and Lisa Northrop): Edra Drake (275)
Most Blue Ribbons (Charles Mieg Trophy): Edra Drake (33)
Most Cactus Blue Ribbons (Sponsored by Arizona Cactus Sales): Edra Drake (22)
Best Cactus of Show: Lin Leivian: Astrophytum asterias

Best Succulent of Show: Edra Drake: Sansevieria pearsonii
| Best Cactus Section I: Scott McMahon: Gymnocactus viereckii
| Best Succulent Section I: Edra Drake: Sansevieria pearsonii

Best Cactus Collection (Sponsored by Elaine Chapman): Edra Drake: Ferocactus collection

Best Succulent Collection: Edra Drake: Gasteria collection
| Best Aizoaceae (Sponsored by Fran Tolleson and Bud Terrell): Scott McMahon: Conophytum ornatum
‘ Best Ariocarpus (Sponsored by Jo Davis and David Balemi): Edra Drake: Ariocarpus trigonus
| Best Euphorbia (Sponsored by Efaine Chapman): Scott McMahon: Euphorbia suzannae
‘} Best Ferocactus (Sponsored by Scott McMahon): Edra Drake: Ferocactus chrysacanthus
| Best Arizona Native (Sponsored by the CACSS Board): Lin Leivian: Echinocereus pectinatus
Best Crest or Monstrose (Sponsored by Rod and Lisa Northrop): Edra Drake: Mammillaria spinosissima

Best Seedling: Lin Leivian: hybrid Echinocereus fitchii x pectinatus
Best Decorative Planter: Scott McMahon: Euphorbia capsaintmariensis
Best Specimen Planter: Richard Maxwell: Mammillaria sonorensis
Best Novice Cactus (Sponsored by the Hennessey’s: Kreg and Supannee Webb: Obregonia denegrii
Best Novice Succulent (Sponsored by the Hennessey’s: Kreg and Supannee Webb: Portulacaria afra

ROSETTE WINNERS
Best Masters Cactus: Edra Drake: Gymnocalicium pungens
Best Masters Succulent: Edra Drake: Sansevieria pungens
Best Advanced Cactus: Scott McMahon: Mammillaria humboldtii
Best Advanced Succulent: Scott McMahon: Euphorbia capsaintmariensis
Outstanding Novice Cactus: Richard Maxwell: Mammillaria heyderi
Outstanding Novice Succulent: Kreg and Supannee Webb: Cycas revoluta

JUNIOR NOVICE AWARDS
(Sponsored by Elaine Chapman)
Most Points: Randy Vincent (43)
Best Cactus: Randy Vincent: Obregonia denegrii
Best Succulent: Randy Vincent: Haworthia sp.

l CHAIRMAN'S SPECIAL AWARDS
F (For Outstanding Achievement or Contribution)
[ Gretchen Haukenreid & Lisa Northrop
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Yelcome New Jiembers

Jeff & Michele Sanders
4960 E. White Gates Dr.
Phoenix, AZ 85018

Helen & Jack Sheehan
22913 N. Adkison Dr.
Sun City West, AZ 85375

Susan & Stanley Celestian
6415 N. 183rd Ave.
Waddell, AZ 85355

Rowena & Steve Southwell
RSVP Nursery
729 Moonglow Court
San Jose, CA 95123

l(pa(dea( members a&"cectozy
will be available at the March meetin7

The Desert Botanical Garden will host its annual
“Dinner on the Desert” fundraising event on April 24.

An important and exciting part of the party is the silent
auction of specimen plants and other garden-related items.
This has become a much-appreciated chance for plant lov-
ers to find beautiful additions for their own collections as
well as an opportunity to help support the Botanical Gar-
den. The plants are displayed in Webster Auditorium, and
make quite an impressive display before and during the bid-
ding.

We are fortunate in that many friends of the Desert Bo-
tanical Garden donate the items sold in this auction. In the
past, members of the Central Arizona Cactus and Succulent
Society have generously offered plants for this sale. I am
writing to you in the hopes that your members will again
find items which we can include in the silent auction. We
are looking for healthy plants of all kinds, and pots, as well
as speciality items such as an CACSS member’s special
cactus soil mix.

Would you please let your members know that we need
their help? We will be gathering donations by the end of
March. They can be brought to the botanical garden for
storage or we can make arrangements to have the items
picked up.

Many thanks to you and your membership for your sup-
port. Sincerely yours, Carol Schatt, 602-488-7892.

Central Arizona Cactus & Succulent Society



Borzicactus and Cleistocactus,

Some of my favorite plants.
By Leo Martin

These two genera have many fast, easy-to-grow, easy-to-
flower species. In fact, many bloom several times during the
summer. Anybody who likes blooming cacti should have at
least one. Their only drawback is size--many get past 2-3
feet in just a few years and many sprawl.

Once you're familiar with these two genera, you can spot
them readily when out of bloom. They are all slender-
stemmed with a characteristic tuberculation of the stem. But,
you can't tell whether it's a Borzicactus or a Cleistocactus
until it blooms. They are related to the genera Denmoza,
Haageocereus, Loxanthocereus, Matucana, Morawetzia,
Oreocereus, and Oroya, and hybrids are possible between
many of these genera. All come from on or near the Andes
Mountains in South America. All have tubular flowers, often
in red shades. Most have zygomorphic flowers, meaning the
two sides are mirror images. A familiar zygomorphic cactus
flower is that of the holiday cactus. Most other cactus flow-
ers are radially symmetric, meaning if one rotated the flower
along the pistil, the flower would pretty much look the same
no matter how many degrees it were rotated. Borzicactus has
the typical tubular, zygomorphic, open flower of the group,
and is frequently pollinated by hummingbirds. Genus Cleis-
tocactus can be identified by tubular zygomorphic flowers
that never open fully, and most pollinate themselves.
("Cleisto” means "closed" in Latin.) Both genera bloom dur-
ing the day and often have swan-necked flowers.

They grow at lower altitudes, sometimes in relatively
high rainfall areas on cliffs. Many are sprawlers or hanging
basket subjects. Most cannot take frost, unlike their high
altitude relatives Oreocereus and Oroya, and some Matu-
cana. They take more water during the summer than most
cacti--they grow much faster and bloom better if they never
dry out-but don't keep them sopping wet. They also like
more fertilizer than most cacti. Most need to be 18 inches to
2 feet in height (or length, if they're sprawling) to bloom.
This doesn't take nearly as long as you might think. If you're
trying to keep them small, let them dry between waterings
and don't fertilize. They'll stay smaller but also won't bloom
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Cleistocactus sp. 2 years old in 4” pot from 1/2” cutting
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as much.

For pot plants, any potting mix works well. Plain potting
soil seems to be OK for many of the sprawlers, but not for
the stiffly upright ones. The plants are long and slender and
frequently lean, branching from the base, so using a heavy
pot with stakes is helpful, or you can plant the incorrigible
leaners in hanging pots. The ones with dense spines require
strong sunlight to look good; many can even tolerate full sun
in Phoenix. Those with more stem showing can tolerate a
fair amount of sun if moved there gradually after winter, but
will also do well in dappled sun.

Many of the larger ones will survive outside here if pro-
tected from heavy frost. They don't need any special soil
amendments. They do need much more water than we get in
rainfall.

Don't take any risks when frost threatens. Protect the out-
side plants. You can keep Borzicactus and Cleistocactus in a
sunny window and water most of the winter, though at a re-
duced rate. They get a head start on growing and blooming
for the summer. Some of mine are already starting to bud
and bloom in early February 1999.

To keep them in bounds, you can cut off sprawling stems
at the base when they get too long. More branches will fol-
low quickly and soon you won't be able to see the cut. If you
keep pruning the plant, you will have branches of several
lengths, and you will be more likely to have constant flowers
in the summer. If a growing branch tip is damaged, it will
probably fork at the tip, which looks a little strange. If that
starts happening, just cut the branch off at the base, unless
you like the forked branch look.

They are easy from seed or cuttings. Cut the branches
you pruned into 4" lengths; put the tip in potting mix up-
right, and the other segments right-side up or, better, on their
sides. If you forget which way is up on a middle stem cutting
from almost any cactus, just put it down sideways. The plant
will figure out what to do. If you put it in upside down, you
might not get anything. Separate a growth at the base when
it is at least 3" long and it may already have roots. If you
want lots of plants, take a section of stem and cut it as you
would a hot dog into discs as thick as the stem is wide. Plant
them sideways, half covered in soil, and water when still a
little moist. Soon almost every slice will grow a new plant.

Species include Borzicactus aureispinus (formerly
known as Hildewintera aureispina), a hanging basket plant
with many small soft golden spines and orange flowers
(there's a beautiful crest available too); B. samaipatanus
with green stems, small black or brown spines, and lots of
red flowers through the summer; C. ferrarri, with finer
spines than most but whose flowers I haven't seen because
chipmunks find it irresistible (the only Cleisto of mine that
happens to here); C. smaragdiflorus, with red flowers tipped
bright green; C. strausii, which grows rigidly upright, has
stems to 3" thick covered with long dense white spines and
has repeat flushes of dark red flowers all summer once over

Central Arizona Cactus & Succulent Society



2 feet; C. tupizen-
sis, with pink flow-
ers, and C. wend-
landiorum, with
lots of short white
spines, and flowers
whose petals never
open at all, form-
ing red swan
necks. If 1 were
space-limited and
could only have
one, I'd choose B.
samaipatanus be-
cause it is very
hard to kill, grows
from a 1" cutting
to a blooming size
hanging basket in
6 months, and
blooms several
times during the
summer. [ would
put it in a 6" or
larger hanging pot, water and fertilize heavily during warm
weather, and cut out at the base 1/3 - 1/2 of the stems in the
fall after blooming to keep it in bounds. My next ones would
be C. strausii because of its dense bright white spines and
stiff upright growth, which takes less space; and B.
aureispinus or its crest, because the soft golden spines are so
beautiful.

Borzicactus sepium in 10" pot

Bug of the Month
By Sue Hakala

Sowbugs and Pillbugs

Sowbugs and pillbugs are dark gray in color. Pillbugs are
often found curled up in a ball; sowbugs (a different genus)
are not. The young resemble the adults. Sowbugs and pill-
bugs feed primarily on decaying organic matter. If popula-
tions are large they will eat seedlings, new roots, lower
leaves and fruits laying on or near a damp soil surface.
They are often blamed for damage caused by other pests
such as slugs and snails. These crab and shrimp relatives
are about 1/2 inch long, with segmented bodies and 7 pairs
of legs.

Lifecycle: Pillbugs and sowbugs require a moist environ-
ment as they breath through gills. They feed mainly at
night spending the day in moist dark places. They mate in
spring. The female holds the young in a pouch for more
than three months. Young reach maturity in a year. They
live up to three years.

Symptoms: These bugs eat the roots of seedlings and gir-
dle their stems. They chew jagged-edged holes in tender
leaves and eat away the surface of thin-skinned fruit such as
zucchini.

Controls: Avoid overhead watering and water early in the
day so plants and soil dry out before evening. Choose
mulches that allow water to pass through easily so the soil
surface can dry. Traps baited with diatomaceous earth at-
tract and kill them.

Reprinted from the Maricopa County Cooperative Extension “Roots and
Shoots.”

The Store That Makes Your Garden
Feel Like Home

Ornaments for your garden and home that celebrate the
unique lifestyle and climate of the Southwest.
Come see our wide selection of one-of-a-kind and
hand-crafted items for your outdoor living areas, along
with desert-friendly seeds, tools and gloves.

Southwest

Gardener

Southwest Gardener
92809 N.15th Ave. (S.E. corner of 15th Ave. & Thomas),
Phoenix, Arizona 85007
(602)-279-9510
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Communicator Gardeners
by Sue Hakala

Thomas Ropp has been writing the desert horticulture col-
umn for the Arizona Republic for the past 13 years. As of
February 27 he will have written his last “Way to Grow”
column for the paper. Beginning March 6 a desert garden-
ing topic page will be introduced which will be a full page
on Saturday of each month, and a half page the other three
Saturdays of the month. Thomas will edit this new column
which will be written by Terry Mikel and Lucy Bradley
agents for Extension; Mary Irish of the Desert Botanical
Garden; and Janet Rademaker of Mountain States Nursery.

Thomas was first hired by the newspaper in 1979 as a staff
writer for the old Arizona Magazine. When the magazine
folded in 1985, he landed in the features department. With
his life sciences background, it was determined that he
would write about gardening. More important than Thomas’
own background, he says, is knowing Terry Mikel, who he
describes as his own personal Rambo. “He’s a genius, you
know,” Thomas said.

In addition to writing about desert horticulture, Thomas
does more editing these days than ever. “I also write a col-
umn on metaphysics called Offramp, a travel column called
Tours, and a column in the Healthy Living section called
Jumpstarts,” he said. “Additionally, I do daily stories if an
editor needs something. On any given day I can receive
questions ranging from: “How do you start an avocado?” to
“What’s the best method to relieve cramps?” He says he has
to be careful not to get the answers mixed up.

How many gardening questions has Thomas answered
through the years? “Basically, the same two dozen or so
questions about 35,000 times.”

- What plants/problems has Thomas been asked about the

most? “I’'m told 100,000 new residents move into the Val-
ley every year. That’s a city the size of Berkeley, Califor-
nia. It seems that all of these new residents buy a citrus
trees. Questions reflect that trend. I’'m fairly certain most
citrus trees don’t live up to the unrealistic expectations of
their owners.”

Is there a weirdest question that Thomas has been asked?
“The questions are amazingly similar. Sometimes they’re
rather disturbing. People want trees that don’t shed leaves,
gardens without bees, silent birds, and perfect saguaros that
resemble wax figurines.”

Aside from Terry Mikel, what sources does Thomas use the
most to help answer the questions he receives? “Before
Terry there was Lowell True, citrus specialist at Extension,
now retired, and Extension Agent Allen Boetcher, also now
retired. Local horticulturist Judy Mielke, Rita Jo Anthony
of Wild Seeds, Mary Irish and Patrick Quirk of the Desert
Botanical Garden, and Carol Crosswhite of the Boyce
Thompson Southwest Arboretum are among the regulars
who help me out.”
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When did Thomas first become interested in gardening?
“My mother Pauline introduced me to the world of bulb gar-
dening when I was knee high to a pocket gopher back in
Brookfield, Illinois.”

What is Thomas’ most favorite thing about gardening?
“Eating garden fresh vegetables.”

What does Thomas like best about gardening? “I like hand
pollination, and drowning snails in shallow pans of beer be-
fore they can eat my fresh vegetables.”

What is Thomas’ most challenging aspect about gardening?
“Trying to educate people that a healthy garden ecosystem
needs to be a balanced one. That means that insects, worms,
birds and your favorite roses should be given an opportunity
to work it out without the introduction of insecticides and
other chemicals that usually do more harm that good in the
big picture.”

What gardening tips does Thomas have for newcomers?
Buy desert adapted plants. Avoid lantana, hibiscus and
other whitefly favorites. Understand how even desert
adapted plants need lots of water to get them through their
first summer. And, that after most plants establish a root
system, you should water deeply and less frequently.”

What are Thomas’ favorite magazines, books, catalogs? “1
like Sunset Western Gardening, Organic Gardening, and
the Native Seed SEARCH indigenous peoples catalogs.”

What other sources does Thomas recommend as references
to help with gardening questions? “The Arizona Republic
has all my stories in their archives section on our web page
at www.azcentral.com. Public libraries should have this in-
formation also. To find information, just do a search on
Ropp and the topic you are interested in. For landscaping in
the desert, I’d recommend books written by local landscape
architects like Carol Shuler and Judy Mielke.”

What has been the most interesting thing Thomas has
learned about gardening by writing the column for 13
years? “I’ve been enlightened by the depth of interest peo-
ple have in gardening. It has been suggested through the
years that I make jokes and have more fun with the column.
I couldn’t do that because people basically are quite serious
about gardening. They don’t want smart answers, they want
no-nonsense information and real help with their specific
problems.”

What plants does Thomas like to grow the most?
“Tomatoes and herbs, although I can no longer hide my at-
traction to kumgquats.”

Webst /(ucﬁf@rzum
mca[ Gardens
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Europhobia Clavigera 2™ Place Advanced
Scott McMahon

Astrophytum myriostigma v. nudium Europhobia inverinis hattone 1* Place Raphion-acme burkii
Debra Korobkin 2™ Place Advanced Linda Miller Fran Tolleson 1% Place Advanced

| Garteina worthia “green ice” 2" Place Advanced Fockea cylindrica 1%Place Advanced
| Edra Drake Fran Tolleson
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Europhobia capsaintmariensis Best Advanced Succulent Hawtorthia truncata v. retusa 3 Place Advanced
Scott McMahon Jerry Chapman

Euphorbia squarrossa 1* Place Tylecodon paniculatus 1 Place Novice ~ Haworthia truncata 1% Place Advanced
Karen Kravcov Kreg & Supanne Web Linda Miller

i

i

|

|

|

’ Fockea edulis 1* Place Advanced The pleasure you get from life is equal to the
" Fran Tolleson attitude you put into it. Unknown
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: Nursery Review
: Richard Zeh
|
| Solana Succulents Inventory: 7.0
| 355N. Hwy 101 Availability: 10.0
| Solana Beach CA (2 blocks north of Lomas Santa Fe) Personality: 9.0

: 619-259-4568 Plants: 9.0

I Tuck in your elbows and take a stroll through Jeff s place. His nursery is more like a plant shop, with one of the highest number
of succulents per square foot around. There are tiered shelves everywhere, filled with bonsai and large succulents -- all very well
| displayed and in tip top shape. This is not the place for flats of seedlings. Come here to find show-ready succulents in unusual

| pots.
|

I Plants for the Southwest Inventory: 8.0
50 East Blacklidge Availability: 8.0
Tucson, AZ 85705 Personality: 9.0

| (520)628-8773 Plants: 9.0

| Closed Sunday, Monday and Tuesday

]

! Gene Joseph runs an amazing operation on the corner of Stone and Blacklidge. He is a super grower and propagator of a vast
variety of succulents. For the size of his operation, he has one of the largest available selections in the Southwest. The plants are

| always in tip-top shape and sometimes in the most amazingly-striking pots. He’s almost always available, so you can get expert

| advice on a wide range of plant topics. Of course, he is known for lithops like Miles is known for grafting: there’s just no other

| place like it. I always make sure I’m in Tucson during the latter part of the week just so I can stop in and see what’s new. If you

| haven’t been there, it’s a must see for anyone who’s seriously collecting.

Bach’s Cactus Nursery Inventory: 9.5
| 8602 N. Thornydale Road Availability: 2.0
| Tucson, AZ 85741 Personality: 4.0
| (520) 744-3333 Plants: 8.0
: Closed Sundays

| This was by far the most difficult review of my fledgling career. Dan Bach is, to say the least, an institution in this business. His
| personal collection, both potted and in the ground, is one of the best. There are at least 10 large greenhouses, innumerable ta- |
| bles, and in-ground plants all over his property. The sheer size of his operation is daunting. Unfortunately, the ratio of what he |
I will sell to what he has is very low. There is one half of a greenhouse, a single table outside, and some canned plants scattered |
I' around the parking area for sale. The main thrust of his business seems to be wholesale/dish gardens. On the up side, at random 1
intervals, certain large/rare plants become available at reasonable prices. Going to Bach’s Nursery is like going to Vegas. You :
could be lucky. I

-4
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CACSS LIBRARY BOOK REVIEW

Guide to the Aloes of South Africa, by Prof. Ben-Erik
van Wyk and Dr. Gideon Smith, (1996, 302 pages, 405
color photos), HB.

This is a user-friendly field guide to all South African
aloes. Short descriptions and clear photographs of all 125
species occurring within the boundaries of South Africa are
included in this book, showing the plants in habitat and
their most distinguishing characteristics. Distribution maps
of all the species also are provided. The aloes are placed
into 10 groups based mainly on size, growth habitat and
branching pattern. The contents include distinctions be-
tween aloes and other aloe-like plants, medicinal and cos-
metic value of aloes, cultivation of aloes, pests and dis-
eases, natural and cultivated aloe hybrids, conservation
status of aloes, a glossary and an index to scientific and
common names. This book lists for $49.95 with Rainbow
Gardens Bookshop, but members can check it out for free!

Please feel free to request this and any other CACSS
books, Cactus and Succulent Journals, or other periodicals
by calling or e-mailing me or seeing at the meetings. Li-
brary lists were printed in the November 1998 Central
Spine and copies also are available at each meeting, by e-
mail or fax. Books are checked out for one month and are
due back at the meeting the following month. We also
gladly accept your book donations!

Happy reading,
Karen Kravcov
CACSS Librarian
780-2867
KKravecov@aol.com

~ Central Arizona
Cactus and Succulent Society
would like to thank these individuals
who kindly agreed to judge our recent show:

Miles Anderson

= Proprietor, Miles to Go Nursery, Cortaro, Atizona,

Jim Elliott

Proprietor, Arizona Cactus Sales, Chandler, Arizona,
John and Dorothy Pasek

Proprietors, Plantas del Sol Nursery, Cortaro, Arizona

Ty Petersen

% Sales Manager, Arizona Cactus Sales, Chandler, Arizona

- Kathy Rice

Research Horticulturist, Desert Botanical Garden,
Phoenix, Arizona
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has been involved in

] ames K Wbe&l the landscape indus-
try in Arizona for over 40 years and as a landscape
architect since 1969. He is a third generation Arizo-
nan whose family has been involved in the landscape
industry since 1906. Jim has a wide knowledge of
plants, their uses, availability and requirements for
our desert climate.

Jim graduated from the University of Arizona in 1955
and worked in the family business until 1968 when
he founded his own design-build firm, Jim Wheat’s
Landscape Center.

He is a member of the Desert Botanical Garden,
Boyce Thompson Arboretum, and the Native Plant
Society. He is a past president of the Arizona Nursery
Association and the Arizona Landscape Contractors’
Association. He has served on many committees,
since 1956, relating to the landscape profession and
his community. Jim has received awards for his serv-
ice from the Arizona Landscape Contractors, and the
Phoenix chapter of the American Society of Land-
scape Architects. The Arizona Nursery Association
established a scholarship in his name in 1995. In
1998, Jim was selected as a Fellow by the American
Society of Landscape Architects for service to the
profession.

Jim’s landscape designe-save~von-over30 awards in
state awards programs. He is currently a member of
the AMWUA Advisory committee and has served in
this capacity since its beginning in 1989. He will
serve on the scholarship committee this year for the
Arizona Nursery Association and has worked for the
last 3 years on the awards committee for the Arizona
Landscape Contractors’ Association.

Come meet Jim and hear him speak at our March 28"
1999 meeting.

"What's New' in the
Cactus and Succulent Journal,
Vol. 71, No. 1:

The Habitats of Pachypodium in Madagascar, Part 2
by JJ. Lavranos & Walter Roosli.

Mammillaria - a splitter's review (the series Longi
florae) by John Pilbeam.

Euphorbia suppressa, J.G. Marx and Euphorbia gam
ken sis JG Marx, two hitherto unnamed species
from the Western Cape Province, South Africa by
Gerhard Marx.

Central Arizona Cactus & Succulent Society




Susan Delano McKelvey,
a Socialite turned Botanist

She was borm Susan Magoun Delano in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, on March 13, 1883, the fifth child of Eugene
Delano (a merchant and banker) and Susan Magoun Adams
Delano. While Susan was a child, the family left Philadel-
phia for New York City, where she grew up. She majored in
English and French at Bryn Mawr College, graduating with
the class of 1907. On October 8, 1907, she married Charles
Wylie McKelvey (1878-1957), a wealthy young New York
attorney, and moved with him to a 10-acre estate in Oyster
Bay, Long Island. She settled into a comfortable life as
wife, mother, and a member of New York’s social elite (she
was a cousin of Franklin Delano Roosevelt).

At the start of World War I, Charles moved to Washing-
ton, D.C., for crucial government work; in 1916 one of the
McKelvey’s two young sons died. Upon Charles” return at
war’s end, their marriage dissolved. At 36, Susan left the
shattered marriage and went to Boston to create a com-
pletely new life as an Amold Arboretum botanist. And al-
though her life had just fallen to pieces, she had resources to
help her cope - great wealth, family name, and social promi-
nence.

Her training in botany started literally from scratch. She
started working at Amold Arboretum as a volunteer and
soon she began studying arboretum plants. Her special in-
terest was in the lilac collection, just then under develop-
ment. For the next 45 years, Susan was affiliated with the
Amold Arborctmnr Ewugkis time, she became a re-
spected botanist, made many collecting forays to the western
U.S., and wrote three erudite and classic botanical works.

Susan was determined to become a first-rate botanist.
She travelled widely and early on took part in an expedition
to Glacier National Park. Because little botanical work had
been done in the million-acre park since its establishment in
1910, the expedition offered an opportunity for making
original contributions to botany. This was her first collect-
ing trip and her party made over 400 herbaceous and woody
plant collections in the park and from adjacent Montana.

Despite this early period of fieldwork, Susan became
very interested in describing the arboretum’s lilac (Syringa)
collection. With that genus, she made her first significant
contribution to botany, describing a new species - S. rugu-
losa- in 1925 and writing a monograph on Syringa. The Li-
lac: A Monograph was published in 1928 and by that time
Susan had become an authority on lilacs. The monograph
was well received and she received some prestigious awards
for it. Then Susan made an abrupt about-face- she turned
her attention toward American Southwest plants.

In 1928 Susan spent a month botanizing in New Mexico
and Arizona with the eminent California botanist Alice East-
wood and they became fast friends. During that time, Susan
made 410 collections. She took an extraordinary interest in
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arid Southwest plants; over the next 20 years Yucca would be
her principal interest, the Southwest her special area. When
she returned to Boston after the second trip to the Southwest,
she reported to Eastwood that “I am a cactus enthusiast now-
and an agave one.” On the second trip (January 16-March 17,
1929), Susan made nearly 500 collections, among which were
agave, yucca, and cactus specimens.

Susan was back in Arizona again by the end of April 1929
for her third excursion to the Southwest. Her interest had in-
deed turned to cacti, yuccas, and agaves by this trip. She
made over 300 collections before leaving Flagstaff on June 8.
By August, she got her specimens of cacti and agaves sorted
and labeled, and with the photographs to accompany them,
sent them to William Trelease, a yucca specialist, and Nathan-
iel Lord Britton.

Susan’s next Southwest excursion took her to Nevada,
California, Arizona and New Mexico and yielded another 300
specimens. But a more important objective was her Reno di-
vorce. Susan had been separated from her husband since de-
parting New York in 1919. In 1927, their estate in Oyster Bay
had been sold. In March, the New York papers announced the
divorce - “granted on the ground of desertion.” “GETS
RENO DIVORCE FROM C.W. McKELVEY,” the Times
announced; “Former Susan Delano Resumes Maiden Name...”

Despite the impossibility of moving to Arizona, Susan de-
cided to write a book on Southwest yuccas. She was receiving
recognition for her botanical work and was appointed research
assistant at the Arnold Arboretum in 1931. Horticulture, the
National Horticultural Journal, and the Journal of the Arnold
Arboretum published her scientific articles.

From 1928 to 1936 Susan made eight trips to Arizona, Ne-
vada, New Mexico, Utah, Colorado, Texas, Oklahoma, and
California to study Yucca and allied genera. During that time
she collected thousands of specimens of Yucca, pressing them
or preserving them in alcohol. By mid-1938 the first volume
of Yuccas of the Southwestern United States, Part One was
published. Susan begun immediately to write Part Two. By
the spring of 1943, the manuscript was ready for publication,
but World War II delayed its publication until 1947.

In March 1944 she had begun work on her third and last
book, a painstaking account of botanical exploration in that
part of the U.S. lying west of the Mississippi River. She was
thrilled with this project. In 1956 it materialized as the mas-
sive (1,144 pages) and classic Botanical Exploration of the
Trans-Mississippi West 1790-1850, which was a natural out-
come of her years of work on the genus Yucca in the Ameri-
can Southwest. The book received excellent reviews and
some celebrated awards; it was even dubbed “this book-of-a
century.” She was 73 years old at the time.

She was named a CSSA Fellow in 1948 for her books Yuc-
cas of the Southwestern United States, 1937 and 1947. She
died in Boston on July 11, 1965, at age 81.

Reprinted from *“President’s Comments™ by Larry Mitich, “To the
Point,” Supplement to the Cactus and Succulent Journal, Vol. 71, No. .
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Central Arizona Cactus & Succulent Society
Meetings held last Sunday of the month
Time: 2:00-4:00 PM
Location: Webster Auditorium, DBG
Next Meeting: March 28" 1999
Board Meeting: 1:00-2:00 PM Location: Archer House

March 19" - April 4™1999 Boyce Thompson Arboretum Annual Spring Plant Sale

Thousands of drought-tolerant plants will be for sale, ranging from shrubs, vines, trees, cacti and succulents. Visitors can see ma-
ture species throughout the grounds. Horticulturists on hand to answer questions and lead tours of the Demonstration Garden Satur-
days and Sundays at 1:30. Free with admission.

March 28" 1999 2:00PM (CACSS) Jim Wheat Landscape Architect: History of Landscaping
April 10® &11™ 1999 C&SS of New Mexico Show & Sale,

Albuquerque Garden Center, 10120 Lomas NE, Albuquerque, NM. Info Ralph Peters 1825 Shirlane NE, AlbuquerqueNM 87112,
e-mail rrpeter@sandia.gov

April 10™ & 11" 1999 South Coast C&SS Show & Sale

South Coast Botanic Gardens, 26300 Crenshaw Blvd, Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274. Dick Hulett 310-832-2262

April 11" - 16" 1999 (CSSA) 28" BIENNIAL INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION

Tropicana Hotel, Las Vegas, Nevada For further information contact: Duke Benadom, CSSA Convention Chairman 1746 Julie
CircleSimi Valley, CA 93065; e-mail: duke@advancedbionics.com; dukebenadom@earthlink.net

April 18™ 1999 2:00PM (CACSS) Jon Weeks Landscape Cacti Nursery: Landscaping with Cacti
April 22" — 24™ 1999 San Antonio Cactus & Xerophyte Soc. Texas State Show & Sale

The show will be held at Central Park Mall, San Antonio TX. Time of show 10am to Spm Thursday, Friday. Saturday 10am to7.
pm. This is a state show, many members of TACSS will be participating. At this time at least 10 dealers that will be participating,
with the sale of rare and unusual plants and 350 to 500 judged plants on display. The judges this year are CSSA certified judges.
Each day at 2pm there will be a rare plant auction. This is the week of Fiesta San Antonio, Reservations for hotel & motel must be
made as soon as possible. For further information contact CLAUDE TOWNSEND 210-655-8959 or E-mail: chtownsend@aol.com

May 8% & 9" 1999 C&SS of Southern Nevada Show & Sale

Contact Clem Goewert cgoewert@worldnet.att.net

May 16" 1999 10:00AM Huntington Botanical Gardens 25th Annual Plant Sale

Tt has been described as "a plant sale to die for," the ultimate garden event for plant lovers throughout the Sonthland. Thousands of
rare and exotic plants will be available at this one-day-only extravaganza, where amateur gardeners and ‘serious collectors alike can
discover new plants or stock up on old favorites. The line always forms early as veteran shoppers vie for the best selection of bo-
tanical rarities, many of which were propagated from seeds or cuttings from The Huntington's own plant collections. Included will
be many unusual varieties of cacti and succulents, orchids and tropicals, roses, camellias, herbs, trees, vines, bamboos, palms, and
much more. Popular favorites such as alpine strawberries and w ite heliotrope will also be available. Quantities of some plants will
be limited, so come early for the best selection. Admission to the sale is free. Members of Huntington support groups are invited to
shop early at a preview sale on Saturday, May 15, from 4:30 to 7:00 p.m. For information or membership details call (626) 405-

2100. Parking Lot

July 3 & 4" CSSA Annual Show and Sale Huntington Botanical Gardens
October 26™ — 30™ 1999 First Congress of Latin American and the Caribbean Countries &

Second Mexican Congress of Cacti & other Succulent Plants
Introduction: Mexico is considered as being one of the four nations with the largest biodiversity of the world. Oaxaca, a southern
state of the Mexican Republic is the state that has the most number of plants, mushrooms and animals, and by the endemism of its
phanerogamic flora has about 66 genera and 850 cacti species (45% of the total in the world), of which the 80% are completely en-
demic. Also the family Agavaceae grows 75% in Mexico and of the 288 species known, 52 species grow in Oaxaca.
Objectives of the Congress:
- To learn about the advances in the knowledge and the studies being made in cacti and other succulent plants.
- To increase the participation of professional research, educational institutions and hobbyists and to improve communications and
relationships between them.
Costs: The subscription to the congress is of 600 mexican pesos (exchange rate of 10 pesos per US dollar) for professionals and
300 pesos for students who can show a verified student card. These prices are for people who subscribe before September 1*. After
that date subscriptions will be 900 pesos for professionals and 450 pesos for students.
For subscriptions a bank payment must be sent to:
Gladys Isabel Manzanero Medina,
BANAMEX bank account number 193,
Branch Office no. 4336 in Oaxaca, Oaxaca. Deadline: May 15® 1999
For more information contact Arturo Anaya: stingray@servidor.unam.mx

Central Arizona Cactus & Succulent Society



Central Arizona
Cactus & Succulent Society
P.O.Box 8774
Scottsdale, AZ 85252

AESHAA-1LTEEZE &6

Lhose cvtoer attended the 52nel A nncal @A@&& 8404@ Last imonth
bnciy CE cxars o rescwnding sweecess! Chanks to evergone wheo ymﬁéo&)oovéeal by
enterineg rémzfa , otwﬁwg the »nﬁlée talble, anscyering 9»&5#&&0\4 , and A&L)aéw?
o set wyo, beg—[oéc‘» yénnto, and tatke down the shoer. %a&u&«v? the shoey Lor con-
- cocticn eith the Desert }é)atméonl ga-‘»oéen ‘s 60tL 6&@%44&7 nade faﬁ,
sy Aot wvisctorrs. Ocr »a«fflc nettied the bl $593 / thantsin lmg«& o 7520-
Dauves’ swprenve mn@keém shclls / .

gaw.., y:zeoécéemé bhas a :s)aeoéa«é ov;o;o&né to angone qﬂM? o stove stacer mrva-
Lerials / 'z,a-u,g«ké7 S boxes / tll mext gear; o 9—wabmte,c that gow coill ot be Aes~
é?nﬂiecé as next geat s sbhores charin. 5@@5&@5&7, Angone o can wffe‘» storage
space showld Let Coathy knce at 921-9396.

Owr 7\ arch prograny eslld fm-éube ?&m Cbeat, a émoéaacv)oe aschitect
colrose roots are Cn A\eipona. ?@anéca—léy, 7 /““’)’7"6""&‘4 to Lrive 47 his o
7&»':,64 on A;on—o&e p22% ten«v)oe, as CC egars écéng Lisomantled the other céa«?.
Awy‘o»ny, his prograny o on the A&:tatf‘, o;l éa«wc&éoaz)odw? bere in the /de.ran&x
asea and it shoeldl be a fmoé&vnﬁ&vg shoey, Gé;acoéo»éé?« fa‘» those af ws el Sreey
wyp 2his area and remember cxhen @unéov)a A\ venwe was the northern acé?e
C»’]Z dcuaéaymewt. %cr‘o-'é that fa—&« ék&‘qé&vg« iy n9a! -

@a’é/vy )gaéoooé 2 ngbeoéaéewt

“n‘n‘uhunsxin‘t‘u’hu“x;“nx‘duhini;‘;“un“d




