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JANUARY 1999

FROM OUR PRESIDENT

ell, out with the old and in with the new, as they say. The holiday party was great fun - there are always a few
faces that haven’t been seen in awhile and it’s a good way to end what has been a good year for the society.
The upcoming year promises to be a good one - we already have programs lined up for seven of the twelve months.

As of this writing, we have survived two relatively minor frost events so far this season. Hopefully everyone who
doesn’t own a greenhouse was able to protect their plants adequately. I recorded a low of 21° F at my house with this
last cold event. Everything in the ground at my house has to take what it gets - surprisingly I only lost one aloe - 4.
vanbalenil which sits in a low spot. My “growing area” gets covered with the white frost cloth called N-Sulate - I am
so impressed with this material I can’t recommend it enough. Nothing underneath the cloth was damaged except for
two small euphorbias which developed the dreaded black spots - E. tesconem and E. breviarticulata.

Our annual show is fast coming upon us. Don’t forget it is in February this year. Although it is scheduled earlier than
usual, there were two reasons for this: the Society really wanted the extra show day and February was the only month
with a five-day period open for Webster Auditorium; additionally, we will be joining the Garden in celebrating their
60th anniversary. This will generate advertising, publicity and visitorship that we would not generally receive. The
sign-up sheets for exhibitors will be available at the January meeting at which time you will be assigned your exhibitor
number. We still need lots of volunteers for all five days of the set-up, judging and showing so please contact me at
921-9396 (leave the message at the long tone, ignore the cut off message) or sign up in January at the meeting.

And speaking of the January meeting, we have an exciting program featuring Steve Southwell of RSVP Nursery in San
Jose, CA. He will be giving pointers on preparing and presenting plants for show - so get psyched!

One last reminder - the January meeting is on the 24th, not the 31st, in order to avoid Superbowl Sunday.

See you there!

Lathy Babesek
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Desert Botanical Gardens
60™ Anniversary

Saturday & Sunday Feb. 20"-21% 8§ AM -8 PM

1201 N. Galvin Parkway, Phoenix

1939-1999 The Desert Botanical Garden:
60 Years & Growing

Join the celebration as the Desert Botanical Garden
begins its 60th year with a weekend of fun for all
ages. Here is a sampling of the activities-

Saturday

Desert Botanical Garden Birthday Walk: Pre-
register for $11 by F ebruary 12 by calling (602)
9414225, Registrations after Feb. 12 and at the door are
$13. Participants receive a commemorative T-shirt and
complimentary continental breakfast. 7:30 a.m. - Reg-
istration; 8:30 Birthday Walk; 9:00 - Continental
Breakfast & Health Fair Booths Open; 10:30 - Clinic &
Hands-on health tests and screenings.

60th Anniversary Commemoration Ceremony:
The ceremony begins at 11 am. on Ullman Terrace with
the music of The Dixieland Jazz Band, Carolyn Polson
0’Malley, Garden Executive Director, cuts the Gar-
den’s 60th Birthday Cake. The Dixjeland Jazz Band
concludes the celebration.

Saturday & Sund,
®

A Touch of the Garden: The Garden’s Trailside
Investigation Stations are open from 9 am. - 3 pm.
providing visitors with educational, hands-on explora-
tions into how plants, animals and people live in a des-
ert environment.

Desert Garden Walks: Docent-guided walks at 11
am &1 pm.

Scottsdale Artists League Show & Sale: 9am. -
5 p.m, the Scottsdale Artist League presents its Annual
Show & Sale of works done by League members. Many
of the works were painted at the Desert Botanical Gar-
den during the League’s Fall “Paint Outs,”

Central Arizona Cactus & Succulent Show: See
newsletter

Desert Amphitheater Program: At 2:30 p.m., an
exciting, hands-on presentation by Garden staff answers
such questions as: How do plants, animals and people
live in deserts? When do wildflowers bloom? Why are
there so many birds and animals in the Garden?

Sunday

Family Concert: From 10 am. - 1 p-m., join The
Willows for a Cowboy sing-a-long concert and partici-
pate in fun family activities!

Shelter in the Somoran Desert: Join the Desert
House Coordinator at 12 p.m. for a special tour of the
Garden highlighting how homes of animals and humans
utilize the same principles of insulation and thermal
mass for climate control.

Central Arizona Cactus & Succulent Society




Echinopsis
by Leo A. Martin

don't know why Echinopsis species and hybrids aren't

grown more often. Maybe it's because they grow too

easily, take frost to at least 20 degrees F, have spec-
tacular flowers in large numbers, bloom very young, tolerate
mistreatment well, and propagate readily. As far as I can
tell, pretty flowers and easy-to-grow is the kiss of death for a
plant wanting entry to the collection of a real connoisseur.
It's much better to be extremely ugly, look like a dead stick,
and die if the owner dares to watch the Simpsons on TV.
Especially if the thing has a round base. It doesn't even mat-
ter if it is a succulent-—-anything with a round base gets rib-
bons in the C&S shows, even if it grows in tropical rain for-
ests as do Bombax or Hydnophytum.

Well, to continue. Echinopsis, Lobivia, and Trichocereus are
closely related, so much so that many botanists think they
should be grouped into one genus, because their flowers all
have exactly the same structure. They would, under this
plan, all be Echinopsis because that is the genus first de-
scribed in 1837 by a botanist (Joseph Gerhard Zuccarini,
1797-1848, Professor of Botany at Munich.) In the old days,
people called columnar plants (some very tall) Trichocereus;
white-flowered from the sides of the plants, long-tubed,
night-blooming globular plants Echinopsis; and yellow to
purple flowered from the tops of the plants, short-tubed,
day-blooming plants Lobivia. But, when you actually get out
into central South America and look around, you find plants
intermediate between all the above: white-flowered short-
tubed Lobivias, colored day-flowering long-tubed Echinop-
sis, tree-like nocturnal white-flowered Trichocereus with
tubes of many lengths. There reaily is no good place to draw
a line and say "This plant is definitely an Echinopsis and this
is definitely a Lobivia." And then, there are the hybrids of
complex ancestry. What to call them? I say just leave the
name tags alone for now.

These plants are recognized by their flowers: hairy and
mavbe scaly; radially symmetrical, having a recessed ring of
stamens in the throat. Many are nocturnal blooming, usually
white, and often with fragrance. The diurnal blooming ones
are usually colored, sometimes spectacularly. If you've never
seen an actual Echinopsis species or hybrid in bloom, you've
missed one of the best flowers in all Cactaceae. They are
enormous, 4" to 6" diameter, having tubes to 8" long. The
satiny petals have a sheen. The flowers are usually short-
lived, only a day in many, but make up for it in quantity.
And, many newer hybrids bloom several times during the
summer.

They're also easy to grow. Most plants offset wildly, espe-
cially when happy. The offsets root while still on the daddy
plant and just have to be separated and put into their own
pot. Many separated in spring will be blooming size the next
year if treated properly. They also grow easily from seed, if
you like that sort of thing. I propagate anytime the weather
is warm enough for the plants to grow. In Phoenix that is
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year-round. I put the pups into wet regular potting soil, not
into cactus mix. These plants are seldom dry in habitat, sum-
mer or winter. I keep them moist. When the weather here is
over 55 degrees F at night I keep the plants wet, not moist.
They will easily take being kept very dry but grow and
bloom better with lots of water. You will not lose a pup if
you keep it moist, but you will lose them if you let them dry
out for more than two or three weeks. Once the pup starts
growing, usually in 2-3 days if the nights are over 60 de-
grees, I treat it as an adult.

They will grow and bloom in full sun or indirect bright light.
Take your pick. Ones in full sun are more compact and often
spinier. Ones in bright shade are greener, lusher, and less-
densely spined. They don't flower in deep shade but they
grow. Hint: This means you can fit more plants into your
cactus collection. That empty spot that's too shady for Mam-
millarias or Opuntias may be great for Echinopsis. They like
lots of fertilizer. Anything will do. Osmocote seems not to
be enough; they like regular liquid feeding. I use ammonium
suifate, 1 Tbs per gallon of water, weekly in the summer.
This is almost the same as full-strength Miracle Grow but
lots cheaper. Don't give such feeding to all your plants!
Many cacti can't take it.

In the winter, they can be kept quite cold. If a cold snap is
coming and you're in a rush to bring your plants in, the Echi-
nopsis, Lobivia, and Trichocereus can wait; bring your ten-
der asclepiads in first. But, don't let them dry out com-
pletely, or the roots will die, and the plants will have a slow
start the next spring. They might not bloom that year either,
which I have verified. Now I keep mine slightly moist all
winter.

Some people say prolific offsetting prevents blooming. I
don't know. I do know I've had a small unidentified Echi-
nopsis for four seasons now, and though it made dozens of
offsets, it didn't bloom. This March I separated the offsets
and put the parent plant into a pot of its own. It's budding
now. I didn't water it enough before this year, though.

A non-profit arm of the Huntington Botanical Gardens, the
ISI (International Succulent Introductions), offers C&S
plants new to cultivation for sale in the March-April issue of
the CSSA Journal each year. The past three years they have
sold Echinopis hybrids made by Bob Schick, one of the ISI
people. I sat out the first year because I wasn't an Echinopsis
fan then. I bought one last year, "Icarus”, just to see. I got a
rooted pup about the size of a golf ball for $10. The faster-
growing ones are $7.50. I put it into a glazed ceramic 6"
square pot that looked way too big for the pup, put the thing
in dense shade and kept it wet and well-fertilized. It's now
4" across and 6" tall, and is too big for the pot. It has nine
buds, two of which opened their 5 1/2", lightly scented light
yellow flowers two days ago. It's making an offset. I was
convinced and ordered five more this year though $7.50-$10
is a lot for a cheapskate like me to pay for an offset. It's
worth it! You should all join the CSSA,; it's only $30 a year,
and many people kill plants worth more than that each
month. You'll learn how not to kill them.

Central Arizona Cactus & Succulent Society



Good Growing

ime for the annual cactus show once again. Want some surefire tips and handy advice for winning ribbons?
Keep reading...

The club publishes a handout on the show rules, sections, and classifications. Get one and read carefully. There are
instructions to help you display and plant classifications to use on the Registration tickets. The handout is 8 pages
long. Without this handout, you are going to be very lost.

In particular, I’d like to address the bottom of page two, Judging. These three lines on judging are critically impor-
tant to doing well at the show. There are listed the criteria for points in judging. It’s like a teacher telling you how a
test will be graded. The criteria that the judges use to determine awards are:

Condition. ....c.coeieirieniiiiiieiieiininenanes 50%
Difficulty of Culture.................cuee..... 25%
Size & degree of maturity.................... 15%
Staging.....cooveeieiiiiniiei e 10%
100%

If you prepare your plants to these four criteria and aim for 100%, you will satisfy the judges. Those who satisfy the
judges are called winners!

So what do each of these criteria mean? How can words on paper be translated into successful exhibition? Let’s fo-
cus in on each criterion and define what the judges will be looking for.

Staging is where most people lose ribbons even though it accounts for only 10% of a plant's total score. What goes
wrong? Here are some examples from past years, including a few boo-boos of my own.

Size & Maturity Baby plants are not big winners except in the seedling categories. Robust older plants are desirable. Tiny,
mature plants in bloom are well received.

Staging Staging refers to the non-plant "theatrics” of displaying . This includes:
® Plastic plant tags with the correct scientific name.
®  Pot the right size for the specimen.
® Top dressing that complements the display.
¢ (leanliness of plant and pot.
e Table placement from the judges’ viewpoint.
Condition The plant must healthy, without scars, sunburn, pest damage, etiolation or other blemish. Flowers are nice,

but not necessary.

Difficulty The plant will get more points if it is tougher to grow than a competitor plant. Within a judging division,
Mammilaria microcarpa is much easier to grow than Mammilaria mainae. The Difficulty criterion varies
at different shows because what grows well in, say San Francisco, is often not what grows well in Phoenix.

Tagging .
An entry must be identified with a show ticket tucked under the pot AND a plastic plant tag with the plant's scientific
name. The tag is placed in the pot in the 12:00 position facing the judges. The tag should be an unobtrusive size com-

pared with the potted plant. For scientific names, spelling counts! Continued on page 10
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Desert Plant Survival
http./fwww.desertusa.com/du _plantsurv.html

Plant Adaptations

Desert plants have adapted to the extremes of heat and

aridity by using both physical and behavioral mechanisms,
much like desert animals.

h Plants that have adapted by altering their physical struc-

ture are called xerophytes. Xerophytes, such as cacti, usually

have special means of storing and conserving water. They of-

ten have few or no leaves, which reduces transpiration.

Phraetophytes are plants that have adapted to arid envi-
ronments by growing extremely long roots, allowing them to
acquire moisture at or near the water table.

Other desert plants, using behavioral adaptations, have
developed a lifestyle in conformance with the seasons of
greatest moisture and/or coolest temperatures. These type of
plants are usually (and inaccurately) referred to as perennials,
plants that live for several years, and annuals, plants that live
for only a season.

Desert perennials often survive by remaining dormant
during dry periods of the year, then springing to life when wa-
ter becomes available.

Most annual desert plants germinate only after heavy
seasonal rain, then complete their reproductive cycle very
quickly. They bloom prodigiously for a few weeks in the
spring, accounting for most of the annual wildflower explo-
sions of the deserts. Their heat- and drought-resistant seeds
remain dormant in the soil until the next year's annual rains.

Xerophytes

The physical and behavioral adaptations of desert plants

_ are as numerous and innovative as those of desert animals.

Xerophytes, plants that have altered their physical structure to
survive extreme heat and lack of water, are the largest
group of such plants living in the deserts of the American
Southwest.

Each of the four southwestern deserts offers habitats in
which most xerophytic plants survive. But each is character-
ized by specific plants that seem to thrive there. The Great
Basin Desert is noted for vast rolling stands of Sagebrush and
Saltbush, while in the Mojave Desert, Joshua Trees, Creosote
Bush, and Burroweed predominate. The Sonoran Desert is
home to an incredible variety of succulents, including the gi-
ant Saguaro Cactus, as well as shrubs and trees like mesquite,
Paloverde, and Ironwood. The Chihuahuan Desert is noted for
mesquite ground cover and shrubby undergrowth, such as
Yucca and Prickly Pear Cactus.

Cactus, xerophytic adaptations of the rose family, are
among the most drought-resistant plants on the planet due to
their absence of leaves, shallow root systems, ability to store
water in their stems, spines for shade and waxy skin to seal in
moisture. Cacti originated in the West Indies and migrated to
many parts of the New World, populating the deserts of the
Southwest with hundreds of varieties, such as the Beavertail
Cactus and Jumping Cholla.

Cacti depend on chlorophyll in the outer tissue of their
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skin and stems to conduct photosynthesis for the manufacture
of food. Spines protect the plant from animals, shade it from
the sun and also collect moisture. Extensive shallow
root systems are usually radial, allowing for the quick acquisi-
tion of large quantities of water when it rains. Because they
store water in the core of both stems and roots, cacti are well-
suited to dry climates and can survive years of drought on the
water collected from a single rainfall.

Many other desert trees and shrubs bave also adapted by
eliminating leaves -- replacing them with thorns, not spines -
or by greatly reducing leaf size to eliminate transpiration (loss
of water to the air). Such plants also usually have smooth,
green bark on stems and trunks serving to both produce food
and seal in moisture.

Phraetophytes

Phraetophytes, like the mesquite tree, have adapted to
desert conditions by developing extremely long root systems
to draw water from deep underground near the water table.
The mesquite's roots are considered the longest of any desert
plant and have been recorded as long as 80 feet. Botanists do
not agree on the exact classification of the three mesquite
trees: the Honey Mesquite, Screwbean Mesquite and the Vel-
vet Mesquite, but no one disputes the success of their adapta-
tion to the desert environment. Mesquites are abundant
throughout all the southwestern deserts.

The Creosote Bush is one of the most successful of all
desert species because it utilizes a combination of many adap-
tations. Instead of thorns, it relies for protection on a smell
and taste wildlife find unpleasant. It has tiny leaves that close
their stomata (pores) during the day to avoid water loss and
open them at night to absorb moisture. Creosote has an exten-
sive double root system — both radial and deep -- to accumu-
late water from both surface and ground water.

Perennials

Some perennials, such as the Ocotillo, survive by be-
coming dormant during dry periods, then springing to life
when water becomes available. After rain falls, the Ocotilio
quickly grows a new suit of leaves to photosynthesize food.
Flowers bloom within a few weeks, and when seeds become
ripe and fall, the Ocotillo loses its leaves again and re-enters
dormancy. This process may occur as many as five times a
year. The Ocotillo also has a waxy coating on stems which
serves to seal in moisture during periods of dormancy.

Another example of perennials that utilize dormancy as a
means of evading drought are bulbs, members of the lily fam-
ily. The tops of bulbs dry out completely and leave no trace of
their existence above ground during dormant periods. They
are able to store enough nourishment to survive for long peri-
ods in rocky or alluvial soils. The Desert Lily, also known as
the Ajo, is found at a depth of 18 inches or more. Adequate
winter rains can rouse it to life after years of dormancy.

Annuals (Ephemerals)
The term "annuals” implies blooming yearly, but since

this is not always the case, desert annuals are more accurately
Continued on next page
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referred to as "ephemerals." Many of them can complete an
entire life cycle in a matter of months, some in just weeks.

Contrary to the usual idea that deserts are uni-
formly hot, dry and homogeneous in their lack of plant life,
they are actually biologically diverse and comprise a multi-
tude of micro-climates changing from year to year. Each
season's unique precipitation pattern falis on a huge variety
of mini-environments. And each year i n each of these tiny
eco-niches, a different medley of plants bloom as different
species thrive.

Desert plants must act quickly when heat, mois-
ture and light inform them it's time to bloom. Ephemerals
are the sprinters of the plant world, sending flower stalks
jetting out in a few days. The peak of this bloom may last
for just days or many weeks, depending on the weather and
difference in elevation. The higher one goes, the later
blooms come. Different varieties of plants will be in bloom
from day to day, and even hour to hour, since some open
early and others later in the day.

Ephemerals such as the Desert Sand Verbena,
Desert Paintbrush and Mojave Aster usually germinate in
the spring following winter rains. They grow quickly, flower
and produce seeds before dying and scattering their progeny
to the desert floor. These seeds are extremely hardy. They
remain dormant, resisting drought and heat, until the follow-
ing spring - sometimes 2 or 3 springs - when they repeat
the cycle, germinating after winter rains to bloom again in
the spring. There are hundreds of species of ephemerals that
thrive in the deserts of the American Southwest.

If you examine desert soils closely, you will dis-
pel forever any notion you might have of the desert as a bar-
ren environment, for you will likely find dozens of both an-
nual and perennial seeds in every handful of desert soil. In
the Sonoran Desert, seed densities average between 5,000
and 10,000 per square meter. The world record is over
200,000 seeds per square meter.

This "seed bank" attests to the remarkable repro-
ductive success of desert flora, made possible by their sym-
biotic relationship with desert fauna -- birds, insects, reptiles
and even mammals. Animals aid in both fertilization and
dispersion of seeds, assuring the continued profusion and
diversity of plant life throughout the deserts of the South-
west.

This was the final addition to Desert Life, an introduction.

NOTE:

UPCOMING MEETING
WILL BE ON JANUARY 24™
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CACSS LIBRARY BOOK REVIEWS

The following books are available in the CACSS Library and are recommended for intermediate to advanced collectors
and for those with specific interests in certain genera:

1. The Agave Family in Sonora, Gentry, Howard Scott (1972, 195 pp., b&w photos and illustrations) SB Gentry
was one of the world’s leading authorities on Agaves, cataloging them for over 25 years, from Utah to Panama, and was an agri-
cultural explorer for the U.S. Department of Agriculture from 1950-1971. Covers environmental setting, animal associates, char-
acters of Agave, flo wer measurements and iggogaphs, genera keys and sections on Manfreda, Polianthes, Yucca, Hesperaloe,

Dasylirion, and Nolinaz;,, :

2. The Agavesiof Baja Califgr‘i%a, Gentry, Howard Scott (1978, 119 pp., color & b&w photos, illustrations and
maps) SB. A systematic and economic acc&yt of Agaves in,di‘g%{ﬁus to Baja California and the adjacent areas of the Gulf of
California. 23 taxa are described. This papef-discusses the enviremment and evolution, indige%g&ﬁfs*es, measurements and floral
ideographs, k_eysan@,g;oups. s

3. ives of Continental North America, Gentry, Hovy,gsdﬁSco}tﬂt;(:ws«Z:& PP-» b? . photos, illustrations and
raves speeies, in 20 generic groupings native-£os “ontinental North-America aré discussed, including their

ing features, distribution and habitat, vernacular names;hortic

¢ Gonnéisseur, Pilbeam, John (198

LM 5

prizes at cactus sho

‘s y
photos) SB. Articles
Lobivia, Neoporteriz
lents, history of cacti and.

6

8. Epiphyllum Handbook, Haselton, Scott E. (1951, 231 pp., 171 baw photos, drawings) Spiral SB. The classifi-
cation, cultivation; propagation and hybridiz mofithe.orchid cacti. Information:on other epiphytic cacti (Schiumbergera, No-
palxochia, Disocactus, etc.). - B = . st
) enca Topics of articles
ierias; Aloe:mjcrocanma;

"éwfgf the genus incor-
tion, distribution, culti-

porating Brasilicactus, riocactus

vation, propagation, flowers, seeds,

) = R r

12. “The Succulent Riches of South eir Adaptive Strategies,” Van Jaarsveld, Emst

(1987) Loosebound photocopy. This lengthy article contains facts about the evolution, survival strategies and defense mecha-
nisms of the succulent plants of southern Africa.

Please feel free to request these and any other CACSS books and/or periodicals by calling or e-mailing me or at the meet-
ings. Library lists are available at each meeting and by e-mail or fax.

Karen Kravcov, CACSS Librarian
780-2867 or KKravcov@aol.com

Please return all checked-out books at the next meeting. The following book has been checked out since September and should
be promptly returned: Succulent & Xerophytic Plants of Madagascar, Vol. Two, by Werner Rauh. If you cannot attend the
meetings, please be sure to find someone who will be attending who can return your book (s) for you. Thanks for your help!
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California Cactus Growers Association

PRESIDENT VICE-PRESIDENT
Clark Moorten Richard Bogart

1701 S. Palm Canyon Dr. 11140 N. Ventura Ave.
Palm Springs, CA 92264 Ojai, CA 93023

(760) 327-6555 (805) 649-2924
SECRETARY TREASURER

James H. Welton Lyn Johnson

11152 Palm Terrace Ln. 3917 McNally Rd.
Riverside, CA 92505 P.O. Box 463

Tel. (909) 687-1809 Valley Center, CA 92082

Fax (909) 687-9055 (760) 751-1927

DIRECTOR EX-OFFICIO
Joe Clements

1151 Oxford Road

San Marino, CA 91108
(818) 405-2160

A History of the Cactus Growers Association

% The California Cactus Growers Association
28 %, was founded in January 1940 by a group of
r commercial cactus and succulent growers
gathered at Tegelberg’s nursery in
Inglewood, California. The growers felt a
spirit of good fellowship was necessary
and that discussion of mutual problems
y would promote a spirit of cooperation
within the industry.
The founding members were: J.C. Buttner, John Cielsa,
_ Franklin U. Crosby, Howard E. Gates, Jose Grijalue, and
Carl Hagenburger. Additional charter members included
Edmund C. Hoffman, E.C.Hummel, Johnson Cactus Gar-
dens, R.W Kelly, Albert Krejci, Albert Poindexter, Rock-
dale Nursery, Morris Schick, Gilbert Tefgelberg, and
Lewis Walmsley.

Now, more than fifty seven years later, members of the
Association are still enjoying the spirit of good fellowship as
they share their special knowledge of cacti and succulents
with customers and each other.

The current upsurge of interest and the on-going popu-
larity of cacti, succulents and other drought tolerant plant
species makes it important to coordinate the efforts of the
membership in addressing common problems and promoting
the industry.

The membership meets at least quarterly to discuss re-
lated issues and track new state and federal regulations.

The members are proud to be celebrating their 57th year
of service and they hope you will enjoy your contact with
the line nurseries listed in the directory.

CODE: WH-Wholesale PT-Potter BR- Bare Root SH-
Shipper SD-Seed CT-Catalog BK-Books MO-Mail Order
JEP-International Export Permit

ABBEY GARDEN SH-GR-PT-BR-MO-IEP-CT-BK
Lem & Pat Higgs

P.O. Box 2249

La Habra, CA 90632

(562) 905-3520 FAX (562) 905-3522
Specializing in Mail Order Send $2.00 for Catalog

ALTMAN SPECIALTY PLANTS, INC.
(ANDIAN ROCK GREENHOQUSES) WH -BR-PT-SH-GR-IEP
Ken & Deena Altman

3742 Bluebird Canyon Rd.

San Marcos, CA 92069 (760) 744-8191

BACH’S CACTUS NURSERY WH.RET-GR
Dan A. Bach

8602 N. Thornydale Rd.

Tuscon, AZ 85741 (520) 744-3333

C&J CACTUSNURSERY WH-MO-GR-PT-BR-SH-IEP
Carl Volkers & Jim Kampwirth

2369 E. Vista Way

Vista, CA 92083 (760) 724-6848

CACTUS MART WH-GR -RET-No Shipping
Edwin Pencall

49889 29 Palms Hwy.
Morongo Valley, CA 92256
Tue - Sun 9-5:30

CARLSBAD FLORAL EXCHANGE WH-SH-GR
Daniel & Leonor Brisben

3519 Cazador Lane

Fallbrook, CA 92028 (760) 728-5517

COOPER’S CACTUS & SUCCULENTS WH-SH-GR
John & Mary Cooper

1097 Crestview Rd.

Vista CA 92083

W: (760) 726-8280 (760) 977-4063 H: (760) 726-6426
Send Tel No. with inquiry

DESERT IMAGES RET-GR
Richard & Nancy Bogart

11140 N.Ventura Ave. (Hwy. 33)
Ojai, CA 93023

(805) 649-4479

Mon.-Fri 10-4, Sat.-Sun. 9-5

DESERT THEATER #2 WH-RE T-SH-GR-PT-BR-CT-MO
Jay Jackson

800 Sunset Drive

Vista, CA 92083

(760) 940-8080 FAX (760) 940-1034
‘Wholesale list free; Open Mon-Fri 7~ 4

EPI WORLD WH-RET-SH-GR-CT-MO

Jim Pence

10607 Glenv iew Ave,

Cupemtino, CA 95014 (408) 865-0566
Color Catalog $2.00; Open by appointment only

(760) 363.6076

Eve. (805) 649-2924
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THE GOLDEN BARREL RET-GR-SH
Lee B. Gold
4030 Camino de la Cumbre

Sherman Oaks, CA 91423 (818) 789-2559

GRIGSBY CACTUS GARDEN WH-RET-GR-SH-CT

Madelyn Lee

2354 Bella Vista

Vista, CA 92084

Send $2.00 for Catalog, refundable
Closed Sunday & Monday; Call for appointment Tue-Thur.
Hours 8:00AM - 3:00PM; No wholesale on Sat

HILL TOP CACTI INC. WH-SH-GR-IEP
Theresa Poulin Roberts

(760) 727-1323

1180 Gopher Canyon Rd. P.O.Box 1839

Vista, CA 92504 Vista, CA 92085-1839
(760) 724-2931 FAX (760) 724-8664
HUNTINGTON BOTANICAL GARDENS
WH-RET-SH-PT-GR-BR-SD

1151 Oxford Rd.

San Marmno, CA 91108 (818) 405-2160
JOHNSON’S CACTUS #H-GR

Roger and Lyn Johnson

3917 McNally Rd., P.O. Box 463

Valley Center, CA 92082 (760) 751-1927
KEVIN CONIFF NURSERY WH-SH-GR

P.O. Box 394

Jamul, CA 91935 (619) 267-9759

LOEHMAN’S CACTUS PATCH RET-SH-GR
Tom & Carol Loehman

- P.O.Box 871
Paramount, CA 90723 (310)428-4501
Open by appointment only
MELTONE CACTUS NURSERY WH-SH-GR-BR
Mel & Peg Parks

28136 Brodiaea Street
Moreno Valley, CA 92555 (909) 242-7860

MEXICAN HAT CACTUS NURSERY
WH-RET-GR-SH-MO
Harvey & LaMar Welton
11152 Palm Terrace Lane
Riverside, CA 92505-2338
(909) 687-1809

Open by appointment only

MOON SHADOW GROWERS WH-SH-GR
Terry Hildebrand

P.O. Box 98

Borrego Springs, CA 92004-0098

Tel. & FAX (760) 767-5592

MOORTEN BOT. GARDEN WH-RET-SH-GR
Patricia Moorten & Clark Moorten

1701 S. Palm Canyon Dr.
Palm Springs, CA 92264

Fax (909) 687-9055

(760) 327-6555
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PECK’S CACTUS & SUCCULENTS WH-RET-GR
Barry Peck, James & Elsa Peck

13881 Polk Street

Sylmar, CA 91342 (818) 367-5364

RAINBOW GARDENS NURSERY & BOOKSHOP
RET-SH-GR-CT-MO-IEP

1444 East Taylor Street

Vista, CA 92084 (760) 758-4290

Send for color Catalog $2.00; Epiphyllums (Orchid Cactus), Suc-
culents. Bookshop, Free Book shop Catalog; Call for appointment,
Closed Sun. & Mon.

RANCHO GARCIA WH-RET-GR-PT
Cornelio & Lori Garcia

1321 Country Club Drive

Escondido, CA 92029 (760) 739-8188

RANCHO VISTA CACTI & SUCCULENTS
WHSH-GR-BR

Louis Servatka

1430 Buena Vista Drive

Vista, CA 92083

(760) 726-7786 Fax (760) 726-9755

SERRA GARDENS WH-BR-CT
Don Newcomer

3314 Serra Road

Malibu, CA 90265

Tel.& FAX (310) 456-1572
www.iquest.net/serra/index.html

SILVERTHORNE RANCH WH-SHI-GR-PT-MO
Jerry and Paul Loomis

1826 Altura Street

Fallbrook, CA 92028 (760)-728.9051

WESTERN CACTUS GROWERS INC.
WH-SH-GR-IEP

Hans & Margaret Britsch

1860 Monte Vista Drive

P.O.Box 2018

Vista, CA 92085

(760) 726-1710 FAX (760) 726-1799

BOB WILLIAMS NURSERY WH-RET
48575 Madison St.
Indio, CA 92201

(760) 347-6397
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Continued from page 4
Pots

Regular terra cotta and plastic pots can be winners if the pot
is scrubbed, oiled clean, and unbroken. Fancier pots can
complement the overall affect. Pay attention to colors and
shapes. An insignificant plant can become striking in the
right pot. An overgrown or undergrown potted plant will not
be judged kindly.

Wrong top dressing

Be sure that the color and shape of the stones are comple-
mentary. In my first show, I was not familiar with top dress-
ings and selected dark red aquarium gravel for my displays.
The judges were distressed enough to put helpful comments
on the back of my losing entry tickets.

Select complementary colors and shapes for the individual
plant. Notice the colors of the plant body, spines, leaves, etc.
Use rounded rocks for rounded plants and sharp stones for
angular plants. -

Cleanliness

Cobwebs, pine needles, dead flowers, last years’ fruits, and
other debris must be removed. Salt lines and dirt must be
removed from pots. A feather, scrub pad and pair of tweez-
ers are extremely helpful in the cleanup process. Bring these
tools with you to Registration for final grooming of entries.

Table placement
Before leaving the Registration area on Wednesday, Febru-

ary 17, take a few minutes to walk through the exhibit.
Check each of your entries. Be sure that they are properly
tagged and showing their “best face™ to the judges. Ah-ha!
Because the judges don’t look at each entry from all angles,
you can turn the plant’s best side out so that it faces the
judges. Some defects and weaknesses can be hidden this

way.

Well, you now have all my secrets to successful cactus exhi-
bition. May the better plant win.

See you at the Show.
Feeling lucky,
Debra Korobkin

Looking for that unique planter before
the show? Jim Sudal will be at the
January meeting selling his
pottery. This is your oppor-
tunity to purchase one of
Jim’s planters at his low-
est prices.

/Ii Wildflower Photo Contest ‘I'

III The Tucson Botanical Gardens & Arizona Native Plant
m Society (ANPS) are sponsoring a first-ever Wildflower
Il Photo Contest in 1999. i
m Prizes will be awarded in categories including: ;Ii
m Wildflowers in a Desert Landscape ?n“

Wildflowers in a Mountain Landscape
m Wildflowers in a Cultivated Landscape

’I' Closeups
Wildflowers with People
‘Il Creative/Fine Art

m Prizes include gift certificates from the TBG gift shop and Hw
m nursery, plus a grand prize weekend trip to Hart Prairie in 1

September 1999. Entries will be shown at TBG in Porter | .
| Hal during the March 1999. |
m For a copy of the entry guidelines, phone (520) 326-9686 [
II‘ ext 10. Deadline for entries: February 12, 1999 ¥
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CACSS

Annual Plant Show
February 17 - 21

P

% Volunteers are needed for all days of this very

€ number of volunteers required.
If you can offer assistance please contact:
Cathy Babcock @ 921-9396

% Registration of Plants: Wed. Feb 17 10:00 AM +ill ? (6)
% Record Results in Log Book & Place Award Ribbons
9 on Plants Thurs, Feb 18* 8:00 AM - 7:00 PM (3)
Watch Over Plants & Answer Questions:

Fri. Feb 19% 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM (8)

Sat Feb 20% 3:00 AM - 5:00 PM (8)

Sun Feb 21* 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM (8)

Sell Raffle Tickets:

Fri. Feb 19% 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM (5)

Sat Feb 20* 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM (5)

Sun Feb 21% 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM (5)

Clean Up & Tear Down: Sun Feb 21+ 5:00 PM (12)

oo
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SHOW PREPARATION
by Sue Hakala

o help club members prepare for the spring show,
three past exhibitors/winners were asked to share their
methods: Edra Drake, Scott McMahon and Fran Tolleson.

Edra has 22 years experience growing cactus and succulents,
and presently grows over 1,000 plants. Scott has 20 years
experience growing, and has 400-500 plants. Fran has been
growing plants about as long, and says she has no idea how
many she has. All grow their plants under some shade cloth.

How do you choose which plants to enter?

Edra: “I wish I knew. This may sound silly, but sometimes
I promise a plant if it grows well that I will exhibit it. I do
try to choose a less common plant, so there won’t be as
much competition. If a plant is blooming it seems more
likely that it’ll get an award. I also like the plant to be cen-
tered in the pot. Sometimes I just choose a plant because
it’s different, and I"d like people see it.”

Scott: “Some categories have a lot of competition so I stay
away from those. I look for plants that are well grown and
of a decent size. I find that ones that are hard to grow usu-
ally will win something, if the judges are aware of this.
Most importantly, I think people should enter something that
they feel proud of.”

Fran: “First I look at the categories available, then I walk
among my plants choosing ones for each category that I
want to enter. I think that they need to look good at first
glance and be eye-catching if possible.”

How do you prepare the plants for exhibit?

Edra: I start by cleaning up the plant by vacuuming it.
Then the pots get wiped, then I spruce up the top dress-
ing (gravel on the top of the soil).

Scott: “After a general clean up of the plant, I’ll use
Armoral on plastic pots. Generally, I like a more
natural staging using clay or glazed pots.”

Fran: “I grow my plants in the pots I show them
in, choosing a pot and top dressing that compli-
ments the plant. I make sure that there aren’t any
chips or cracks in the pots, and that everything
is clean. It’s like getting a child ready for a
birthday party.”

Where do you find your pots and top dress-
ing?

Edra: “I’'m always looking at garage sales, discount stores.
The best pots are plain ones that don’t detract from the
plant. I’ve read that bugs are attracted to yellow and orange
so 1 stay away from those colors. Judges don’t seem to like
them either, or white. Toned down colors are better. I get
top dressing at places that sell rock, by collecting neat look-
ing rocks all the time, and at stores that sell fish. I do stay
far away from the bright colors.”
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Scott:  “T like 1/4” decomposed granite available from
places that sell rock. River beds and dry washes yield some
nice rocks. For a more formal look, I’ll buy rock used in
aquariums. Basically, I like the staging to have a more solid
feel.”

Fran: “Some nice rock is available from nurseries, pet
stores. Pea gravel from building supply stores is good too.
I am also always on the lookout for nice stones.”

How do you identify your plants?

Edra: “I buy plants identified, and pray that the tags don’t
fall out.”

Scott: “I always have plants identified when I buy them as
keying them out later can be very difficult. At the master
exhibitor level plants need to be identified correctly. Other
club members have been very helpful in aiding me in figur-
ing out the correct name.”

Fran: “I make sure that I buy plants that are identified, and
keep the tags with them. If I should loose a tag other club
members have helped me to identify the plant.”

What is the most difficult thing about entering a plant for
exhibit?

Edra: “There is a limit of 50 plants that each exhibitor can
show. I usually enter 50 so it takes a lot of time to clean and
prepare the plants and to transport them. The transporting
can be especially hard on the plants so I take all the precau-
tions that I can with them.”

Scott: “It takes a long time to fill out all the
cards.”

Fran: “I worry about people
touching the plants. Some-
times I’ve seen people writing
down the name of the plant and
then poking it with a pen/
pencil.”

Why do you exhibit your plants?

Edra: “I want people to see that
other kinds of plants can be grown
successfully in the desert besides

roses, tropical and sub-tropical
plants. People just aren’t aware of the
variety.”

Scott: “I like to educate club members
and the public as to the variety of plants
that can be grown in the desert. It’s not
tant to win awards, but just for people to

impor-
see the plants.”

Fran: “The awards don’t really matter to me as the judges
have their own likes and dislikes. I hope that showing my
plants encourages others to try growing cactus and succu-
lents, and to enter them in shows for others to enjoy.”

Central Arizona Cactus & Succulent Society



Nursery Review

Richard Zeh
Red Canyon Desert Inventory 6
1402 E. Yucca Street Availability 8
Phoenix AZ Personality 8
602-870-0721 Plants 8

Hours--Thursday through Saturday only

Keep your elbows tucked in and take a walk through columnar cactus heaven. Sherman has managed to accumulate a vast num-
ber of large and rare cactus. His collection has outgrown his own land and is now impinging upon his neighbors, not that they
should mind! The Red Canyon name comes from the top dressing of gritty red soil that covers the area. It’s a dead giveaway t
his location. He has a shade house, but everything here is grown fully exposed to the elements. His prices are always right
around wholesale. Just pick something out and he or his assistant will dig it out for you. I quite often feel the need to thin out his
collection. Bring your truck!

Mick Reed Invéntory 4
2950 Alvarro (very near Arid Lands) Availability 8
Tucson AZ Personality 8
520-883-2147 Plants 8

Mick is a backyard grower that has expressed the desire to flee Tucson, so I can’t vouch for his long term availability. Hence if
you have a desire for Bursera or some Dasylirion, get a move on. You’ll have to call ahead of time, but, if he’s there you’ll be
treated to a very neat little backyard operation. He doesn’t have a large variety of items but everything is very well grown. His
big draw is location. Arid Lands is just about a mile away. So if you venture to see one, see both!

Boojum Tree Inventory: 8 (only because of size and unusual selection)
16026 N. 36th Street Availability: 3
Phoenix, AZ 85032 Personality: 2
867-8975 Plants: 9

Boojum Tree is THE most frustrating greenhouse in the valley to visit. They are located just south of Bell Road along the new
addition to the Squaw Peak. During my last visit, one could only approach the nursery from Bell Road heading East. Maybe the
construction has changed since, but it’s tricky. Once you get there a cyclone fence is all that greets you. There are a couple of
nursery/greenhouses on the premises. Only one, Boojum Tree, is open to the public. Good luck finding a person to help you.
Everyone there seems to have the irrational idea that you are a major inconvenience and should be avoided at all costs. And
speaking of costs, wait to you get a look at their prices! If the plants are priced, they aren’t labeled. If labeled, they aren’t priced.
Some things are available one day, and not available the next. The biggest problem here seems to be, “are we wholesale, retail
or interior decorators?” Most of the inventory is either bonsai, succulents or tropicals. The greenhouse itself is something to see.
It’s Wide World of Disney does the jungle. Luckily, there are some fascinating plants hanging around. If the plants were any
less interesting, it wouldn’t be worth the effort. The plants are very pampered in that cool, moist and dark greenhouse. Caveat

emptor.

Volunteers are needed for the CACSS Annual Show!

See page 12 for defails.
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| Central Arizona Cactus & Succulent Society
I Meetings held last Sunday of the month
I Time: 2:00-4:00 PM
| . Location: Webster Auditorium, DBG
| Next Meeting: Sunday, January 24" 1999
| Board Meeting: 1:00-2:00 PM Location: Archer House
|
| January 23™ 1999 8:00 — 4:00 Arizona State University Urban Homeowner Tree Clinic
l ry
The Arboretum at ASU, the Arizona State Land Department, Urban and Community Forestry and the Arizona Community
| Tree Council, Inc. is sponsoring a FREE Tree Care Clinic. The Clinic will provide insight on the benefits of trees as long-
| term investments in the value of property, as energy savers, and as a means to enhance the quality and beauty of your living environ-
| ment. The Clinic will provide an opportunity for the homeowner to leam how to care for trees in the landscape and how to protect their
I investments through responsible selection and proper maintenance. You may pick up a flyer at the Maricopa County Cooperative Exten-
sion, ASU Visitors’ Center or various nurseries throughout the Valley. Call (602) 965-8467 for more information or to register.
| January 24" 1999 2:00 PM (CACSS) Show Preparations / Steve Southwell RSVP Nursery
| Steve will be giving pointers on preparing and presenting plants for the CACSS show.
| January 30™ 1999 9-11:30 AM (DBG) Hummingbird Gardens for the Desert

1
|
|
|
l
|
|
|

I Your garden can bioom with more than flowers. By adding plants loved by hummingbirds, you can enjoy the antics of these brilliant, I
feisty little birds all year long. Selection, planting and care of desert hummingbird plants are featured, with information on the bloom
| cycles of the plants so you can enjoy hummingbirds throughout the year. A resource booklet is included in the price. Advance registra- I
| tion required. Member: $15/Non-Member: $18 ' |
| February 4™ 1999 7:00 PM (TCSS) Diane Barker The Behavior of the Genus Agave in Cultivation |
I and a Brief Report of the Mexico City Symposium on Agaves I
Diane will be discussing work she has done at the Desert Botanical Gardens with agaves. She will be reporting on 83 species of agaves
| in cultivation and how long they live. In October 1998 she attended a symposium on agaves in Mexico City. While there she had an op- |
| portunity to go into the field to observe and photograph agaves in habitat. Diane will briefly report on the symposium and show slides of i
l the agaves she photographed. Diane started as a volunteer at the Desert Botanical Gardens in 1985 as a propagation aide and became I
employed at DBG in 1993 as an Agave Horticuiturist. She has presented talks on agaves at the 105th Huntington Symposium in Septem-
| ber 1997 and the 2nd Symposium of the Family Agavaceae in Mexico City in October 1998. |
b h >
| February 13 — 14™ 1999 Boyce Thompson Arboretum The Language of Flowerss& Chocolate i
I The show is a living display of plants and their blossoms designed to interpret the language of flowers. Flowers have been usedfor. dis- |
creet and diplomatic communication when words proved difficult or impossible. Also, sample scrumptious gourmet chocolates - $5:for 5
I tastes. Flowers, plants and chocolates for sale. Free with admission. I
| February 17* -21* (CACSS) Annual Show |
| February 20®-21"1999 8:00 AM Desert Botanical Gardens 60” Anniversary |
| 1939-1999 The Desert Botanical Garden: 60 Years & Growing Join the celebration as the Desert Botanical Garden begins its 60th year |
I with a weekend of fun for all ages. See page 2 for sampling of activities. |
March 5" & 6th 1999 6th Xeriscape Conference Albuguerque, NM
I p querqu [
I For more information contact: Scott Vamer POBox 14311 Alburquerque, NM 87191 or Iscott@thuntek.net or <http://www. |
xeriscapenm.com>
| March 19" - April 4™1999 Boyce Thompson Arboretum Annual Spring Plant Sale |
Thousands of drought-tolerant plants will be for sale, ranging from shrubs, vines, trees, cacti and succulents. Visitors can see mature
p
| I
I species throughout the grounds. Horticulturists on hand to answer questions and lead tours of the Demonstration Garden Saturdays and I
Sundays at 1:30. Free with admission.
| March 28™ 1999 2:00 PM CACSS) Jim Wheat Landscape Architect: History of Landscapin, |
. ip g
| April 11® - 16™ 1999 (CSSA) 28" BIENNIAL INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION |
Tropicana Hotel, Las Vegas, Nevada For further information contact: Duke Benadom, CSSA Convention Chairman 1746 Julie
P g4
CircleSimi Valley, CA 93065; e-mail: duke@advancedbionics.com; dukebenadom@earthlink.net
s Y l
I April 187 1999 2:00 PM (CACSS) Jon Weeks Landscape Cacti Nursery: Landscaping with Cacti I
April 22" — 24™ 1999 San Antonio Cactus & Xerophyte Soc. Texas State Show & Sale
| P ; |
The show will be held at Central Park Mall, San Antonio TX. Time of show 10am to 9pm Thursday, Friday. Saturday 10am to7.pm.
| This is a state show, many members of TACSS will be participating. At this time we have at least 10 dealers that will be participating, I
| with the sale of rare and unusual plants and 350 to 500 judged plants on display. The judges this year are CSSA certified judges. Each |
day at 2pm there will be a rare plant auction. This is the week of Fiesta San Antonio, Reservations for hotel & motel must be made as
I soon as possible. For further information contact CLAUDE TOWNSEND 210-655-8959 or E-mail: chtownsend@aol.com |
!_ |
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